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FOUR NOTIFICATION DOCUMENTS—1860

One of the most interesting episodes
which might be considered an after-
Erl;mgﬁ Ci!nwnlinn“ﬂf

Springfield, Ili-
nois, by the Notifieation Committee at
which time Abraham Lincoln was of-
ficially informed he was the presi-
dentinl nominee.

After Mr. Lincoln and Mr. Hamlin
had both been duly nominated, My,
Tuck of New Hnmﬂpnhira arose in the
Convention and offered the fulluwlnf
resolution: “Resolved that the presi-
dent of this convention and the chair-
men of the respective delegations be
appointed a committee to notify Abra-
ham Lincoln of Illincis and Hannibal
Hamlin of Maine of their nomination

this convention as the eandidates
of the Republican party for the of-
fices, respectively of dent and
Vice President of the United States."
The resolution, amended to insert the
word “unanimous”™ before "nomina-
tion," was adopted. The next morning
nfter the adjournment of the Conven-
tion n fast locomotive of the Illinois
Central Railroad hitched onto o single
passenger coach cmmlni:ﬁ nbout
thirty Republican leaders started
for Springfield.

The notification committes carried
with them an official lstter from the
officers of the ican National
Convention which exhibited here.
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Tu nited States, msseribled i Con-
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the by the el
of Springfleld. Charles C. Coffin, n
ripe correspondent who aecompanied

awnkened no enthusinam on the part
of the townspeople. A dozen citizens
gathered in the streel.,”

In the recent book “Here I Have
Lived" by Paul M. le the follow-
ing acrcount is given o i
tendered the committee:

“On the evening of the day follow-
ing the convention the official notifica-
;,llnn mm;:ri;t?m m&:ﬂ Sprin l?iﬁld A

uge cro 0 8 ol train

at the station. HRehind np;cand from
Philadelphia, reputed to be the best
in the country and escorted by two
hundred members of the visiting dele-

tion with rails over their shoulders,

¢ commitiee marched to the Chenery
House.

All aceounts seem to , however,
that Lincolr's boys, Willie and Tad,

es ten and seven respectively, were
at the front gate of the Lincoln home
to meet the delegates. The committee
entered the home of Mr, Lincoln and
nrranged  themsclveas around  three
sides of the room, Mr. Lincoln having
withdrawn to one side. Mr, Ashmun
before handing Mr. Lincoln the official
notification letter, said:

EXHIDIT 22
“1 bave. slr. the honor, sn beball of the
gentlomen who are present—a commliles ap-
polnted by the repumblican convention re-

amemblal st Chieago—to discharge =
mast pleasant duty., We have came, slr, under
u vote of instrostions to thatl commmities, 1o
wotify you that you have bem sslected by the
comvention of the republicans st Chicago for
Presbdent of the Uniled States, They instroct
od, sir, to nollfy you of thal selection : and

that commiiien It not only respestful to
voursalf, but & te to the lmporiant mat-
tor which they have In hand, (st thay ahould

oama In porson, and presont to
te evidenico of the actlon of that conventlon ;
hl.l'l.d. slr, ﬂ’hwl. n r::- whrlm lphlll wither

pleuditory o ; which
m an 111;- prI-mTpln -
h are connected

an the nuthes.

Just how Mr, Lincoln received this
ing is revealed Willinm D.
elley, who served on the notification
committee as o substitute for Mr.
Reeder of Pennsylvanin, He had never
met Mr. Lincoln and so the following
reminiscence is his first impression:
“While Mr. Ashmun spoke, Mr, Lin-
coln's form and features seemed to be
immovable: his frame was slightly
bent, and his face downeast and abso-
lutely void of expression. It was evi-
dent that the voice which addressed
him was receiving his exclusive atten-
tion. He had no eye nor ear for any
other object, and as 1 conte
his spare figure, I remembered
enry Clay, to whom I noticed

that of
i more thin passing resemblance; and
that of General Jackson, as 1 had seen

him in 1832, forced itself upon m
memory. It was not, however, until
the conclusion of Mr. Ash s fow

gentences, that [ beheld the being, up-
on whose rough casket I had been gaz-
ing. The bowed head rose as an

clectric movement, the broad mouth,
which had been =0 firmly drawn to-
gether, opened with a genial smile, and
the eycs, that hnd been shaded, beamed
with intelligence and the exhilaration
of the occasion. The few words, in
which fitting responze to Mr, h-
mun's address was made, flowed in o
plensant voice, and, though without
marked emphagis, each syilable was
utered with porfect clearness. ™
Mr. Lineoln's remarks follow:

row formally snnounce, pain-
folly sensible of the great responsibility which
i= Inpeparable from this high bhonor—a respons
wibilly which [ eould almost wish had foallen
upon some ons of the far more eminent and
whose  distingulahed
namea wore befors the eonvention—1 ahall, by
your leive, sonslder more fully the resolu-
tlons of the conventlon dencminnted the plats
form, and, without sny * wnmn ot ks
rodnonable delay, respond to you, E'r. Chale-
man, in writing, nol doubling that the
Emn'm-r:t:mrm:r::ﬂf:l An:!‘r:u‘;ut?'-m”
o [ Evfowy o ki 3o M

Many of the delegates who visited
Springfield had never =een Mr. Lin-
coln before, and there were many dif-
ferent reactions ns (o how he would be
received. One delegate said, after
meeting him for the first time, “Well,
we mipht have done &8 more briliant
thing, but we could hardly have dono
a better thing." Carl Sehurz said that
some others “could not quite conceal
their misgivings &« to how this single
minded mean, this child of nature,
would bear himself in contact with the

at world and in the face of the
wrge and complicated problems for
grappling with which he apparent-
Iy s0 ecant an eaipment.”

In the course of the next two or
three days this formal letter of accept-
ance was forwarded to the president
&f the Republican National Conven-
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