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~IY EARLY ADYENTURES I~ ILLINOIS-A. LIN COL:\ 
I wu ralood to fnrm work, which I continued until I 

WllB twt•nl)'·lwo. At twcnty~one I came to IlHnoiw, Mnr.on 
County, wh~r~ my fllthcr and family settled. llenl w~ 
built 1\ loll' cabin Into which wo removed, nnd mndc •ull'l­
coent o! rnol• tu !once 10 n<reo of ground. Fe.n<-ed nnd broke 
th£! ground, 1lnd rt\lsed n crop of sown corn upon it the 
Mme )•f>o.r. Th~"'M-' are or C11"e supposed tn 00, the mila 
about whl<h 10 much lo bdng ssid Just now, though tht•'"' 
nrc far from being the fmrt or only rnll• eHr m1.1d~ by 
me. 

Durin~: tho "int•r o! th~ very celebrnted d.ep onow in 
mono~. Jnhn D. JohlUiton, John Hank•, nnd I hin.'<l (IUI"­
>o<he~ to O<'lltnn Offutt to take a flAtboat !rom lloardo· 
town, llllnoos, to S•w Orl•aruo and for that purpo<e ,...,..., 
to jom Offutt. u.t Springfit ld, Illinois. so soon as th,. .. now 
ahould JtO of!'. When It did go otT shout the fint of ~lar<-h, 
IS31, U"• eountry ,. •• oo lloodod ''-'to make tnlv•ling by 
land uns•rnC't1c:t.l: to ob\:late which difficult)* we purchiiM!d 
n Jnrgt~ t"t\nt.H nnd cl\n1C~ Uov.*n the Sa.ngrunon Rlv~r in i\.. 
'fhis Ia thl• l•mn IU\d manner of my first cnlmnro Into 
Sant.,'1lmon Cuunty. 

Wr found Ofrutt at Sprin1;ft•ld but learned !rom him 
thnt he hud fnllt•d In gettinR' n boat at Be.'<d•town. Thlo 
l..>d lo nur hiring oun;l')VCN to him for l'Wl\lvo dn11nts JU"T 
month coch nnd u••ttlng tho timber ()Ut. or the tree~ and 
buUding n bunt nt old Sn.ngamon Town on thCI Snngnrnon 
RiV\"T "('Vtm mill's northwest of Springfield. 1 n compAny 
with otht•._ 1 eummenct'd the building of a Hatbout and 
fini ht <I and took her nut in the cou""' of the •J>MnJC. 
Siu1.-e thnt &.hnr. I htt\'" been con«med h1 the mill nt ~··w 
~nlt•m. The tinu~ At which we t.ro~ t.ho mill.dtlm bt-ing 
the hut d~y• of April, the wnter wao lo\\ er than it hnd 
~.:-11 ttince tht' bn-.a.king o! wint.er in February or thAn it 
w1u fur JC1:cru1 \H•W alter. The principal ditTu~ulhr.a "e 
encuttntc.-~i an d1~nding the river were from the dritud 
llmiM-r which nb tnoetlono all know :tre not difl'icult to oo 
remo•ed. W• to<·k th~ boat to New Orle:tns, l!llb tAnt•ally 
upon tho old <t•ntT&Ct. Uanluo had not gone to N•w Or· 
loaM but ha•·ing a family and being likely to b<! dcl.lllntd 
!ron' hntna h.ns,rrr thAn he fira't ex~ted had tum(•tl bark 
at St. Loul•. 

ln July, 1831, I •to)lp<'d indefinitely !or the first limo, 
ns it w~rv by my,...lt in Now Snlem. Iiero I T&pidly mndo 
ncqusint.nnctJI rand friends. ln less than n )'Cllr Offutt'" 
buslnoM wn• !olling-hud almost !ailed-when the Shock 
Hnwk Wnr of 18!12 broke out. 

1 J<~int•d a vuluntfletr cmnpany, and, to my own aurprl"l.', 
wn:.~ t'lcC't~•t rnptnin ()f lt. I hn'"t! not Nince hud nn)' su~Cl'M 
in lito whlrh hn~ gh•t'n n1o r;o much sati~tfnc:Uon, Rcc:Pived 
April 28, 18.32, ftll' tho U1(f": of the Snngamon c~unly Cotn• 
pnny uncJcr my commancl, thirty muskets, bnyoncl~t, 
ICI'f'W.(II nn1l wi(K's. 

Cnpt.ain A. J.incoln's Company of MountM \'olunt,.~n 
of l1Uno1a MilitJn. muiltftred out of senice at tht- mouth o! 
Fox Rl\',.r, ~In)' 2i, JS:t2: Ab1'3.ham LinC<lln, Capt.; SAm· 
uri :\1. Thompson, l&t Lieut..; John Br:utnf!'n, 2nd lJf!Ut..: 
John 4-\rmstrong-, lat. ~rgt.; Tavntr B. Andr>non, !!nd 
S.,rl{l.; CiN•rg~ W. Fo.,'t<'r, 3nl Sergt.; Obadiah MoTJr.~n, 
4th s( Tt::t..: ThomaN CombF-, l5t Corp.: John Pln.tter, 2nd 
C..rp.; Wlllinon t'. lit•rn·. 3nl <Arp.; Alcxand•r T,...nt, 4th 
Corp.; Prh·ntt"s: John 1-:"'·tn, John H. Houghton, Thomn.w 
Picrc:<-, Snmurl TibbM, Henry Hadley, Snmucl Dutton, Cal­
vin p;.,.,.., Jo,..•ph Tibb,, William !Grkpntrirk, C)·ru• ~:1-
lnol"l", t-:Ujn.h J'j~r~·f', Lev.;s \V. Fanno.r, Hordn· )lnttht'w", 
}.';Jt. Suli\'An, Vu.lcntinro Crett", Charles SuHvnn,' J nmra Sim­
mon•, Hugh Arm•tronl(, Alh•n !Gng,Joscph Doboon. Dnvld 
Rankin, Urbin Alexnndcr, Henry Cox, Mcrrit M. r.arm:on, 
!loyal t'ottor, Onvld M. l'anlier, J oseph Hobimer, G<-<>rRO 
Warburton, f;vnn T. L.~mb Clanley Barnett<>, John M. 
llull•dgo, Wllllnm C<>x, Usil Meck~r. Riehard Jones, 
Chnriu f'iorr•, .Jam•• Ctemment, John Y. LAne, Uirhard 
Lnr.c, lloyni Cinry, PleA.Oilnt Arm•trong. J nmea Ynnlley, 

Ouvtd Uutledge, lllchnel l'ln t<-r, Jnhn Muunco, Williom 
llt•hirncr, fsnoe Anderson, Willlnm Mnr•hnll, William 
Curnmins, John Jone-s, 1'rnvir.c l~lmorf', \ViJiinm Foster, 
Nnlhnn Drnl<o, Robort S. l'lunk<'lt, Wllllnm T. Sproucc, 
\VIUinm Clary, Jacob Hcavt•rer, banr t:uliht'r. 

Snn1uC'l )1.. Thompson, lat. LJcut., f<'NIJ(Tlffl April 30; 
Jnhn Brn.nn•·n, 2nd Lieut., nbM-nt un extra dut)·; George 
\\·. Fu~t~r, 3rd Se-rgt., lrrutt.ft•rrr·d tu u lO<.•l company, 
April ~th; Obadiah Mor~an, Jth S~rgt., am:cnt on fur­
lou.:h; John Plast~r, 2nd Corp .• rntigncd May 20, nnd 
5<'1"\'t_~ as a private ltin~: J~hn hi"\\ n, privnt•, promoh-d 
to 3rd St>rgeant in room of G. W. t'ooter, .April :!'J; Wit­
haul J\irkpntritk, prh"Ute, protn ttod from llw ranks, April 
30; Hugh A:nnstr<>ng, privnttt, promul• .. l to ht l..i'-'uten· 
ant. Apnl 30; Da,id R:ankm, pmat.e, tr>nt!orred to a 
foot comp:u'ly, :M:l..}• Hhh; ftich:u.J Jnnt".!!, prh"RU', pro­
nl•llcd from theo rank!. '-fay 2; )1iC'hn.e1 Plnster, prh-:.te, 
at.M-nt \ltithont lea,·c; John 1\louncc, Jrri\-nu .. ., abS<"nL with· 
out te~·•e: John .fc,nu, Jlrh·.•t , nt• nl "ithonl lc.n.ve; 
William Fo:;ter, privnte. tran (t r~l tt' 11 foht C"ompan}~, 
April 2H; \'\.illiam T. SprouC't·, prhntt•, frnm Lhe ranks, 
~In)' 2. 

I WPnt. lhe cn.mpnign, Rflr'\'NI ru•nr thN·u rnnntha, met. 
the otdhu:tr}' hardshlpq o( fiUt<h Itt\ f'XJlt ditton, but Wt\R i n 
no battle. I had a good man)' hlo•>d~ olrlli(J<IOH with the 
mv qui toes and nllhouJ{h I m! ... ·er (nint,•cl fi'•Hrl the loss of 
blot•tl, l cnn trul}• ,rny l WAR oftron Vf'r)' h.Jugr)·. 1 ~'nl A 
mu .. krl pretty badly vn onP nf•··• hm hy ""' itf,.nt. I did 
not bfllak my SV.'<-'rt.l f,,,. 1 hn.d IIOJH! to br,>ak. I was not at 
~titlmtln's deft·at but I w th"' pl1ce very ~tun ~'\.!ter­
v.nrd::t~ 1 now own in luwo. L:md up...•u whlt'h mz· uwn wur. 
nmt.a fur the ~n·it'f" v.-cre locnted. 

Rtturrung from th() ~mpnf&n ruut ('Ot";our.:t~ l,y my 
~re.at pupuln.rity amon~ 1!1)' n("rghbon. th~ Ante )'l'..ar ran 
tor the l~sbture :md \\3 b.! tm 1 y own pl"l"cinc:l 
howr\'t"r, C":tsting i~ ~ol~ 21i for :uu! 7 ngnin!n me.....: 
~lit too while- I 'Vo"U an ny,,w,~J Gl:sy m:ut aJt•J tht- pre­
cmct the actumn nftcT"tl•·ard JtHMl n m:1 orit) o( 115 to 
General Jackaon .,,·er ~Jr. Oa\·. Thi1 w~11 tht· only tune 1 
was e-"~C"r beatt"n by :t din-ct \'••h' ~,f ttw petl(ll~o::. 

l wns now without mNLnR nnd uut ,,r bu int-ss, but wns 
nnxious to rcmnio with my frh·ntf~ whu hud tJ-c-atcd me 
wlth 100 muc.h gtmcroalt)', r~JH·dn1)>• :lR I hnd nothing 
elsl'whrn~ to g ,, to. 1 Fhtdl!!d whnt 1 11hould do thuught 
of lrunoing the bln.:k•mlt.h trn~" thought n! trying to 
tiludy luw-rnthcr thnuf:'ht 1 could nut I'U('Cef'd nt that 
without n betl<>r <<iucation. 

B<>f.ur,~ t.mg, strMg .. )}' t•nouJ{h, a mnu otrt•n-d to :;:ell, 
and thd sell, to mt• n.nd nnl•lht'r n1 poor R" my~dr nn old 
at•.IC!k o! ~th~l"', upC!n cr1•dit.. \\'p OJ'Ir.-nf'd u mfl'rdwnt.~. O:f 
C'f'Uflie we- dtd n<'thJng but J(tC. d('~pe:r nne) dt"'f!'(l<•r ln debt~ 
The atore winked out. 

f WO.\S appc:.intf'd polit mut4!r llt :'\'f' W Salt•Tn, thf' office 
lx-inJr too LnS!gnitirnnt to make my politic• nn ubjection. 

The surveror of San~rl\lnon o!!'e~ to d~putlu me that 

!Xtrtion o! his w,-.rk .,-hich WIU in m)" p.:trt of the- county. 
&<"t"t'V~• procurt'd a comp:l.U And rh11.ln, Gtudi;:-d Flint 

and G•bwn ::1o littJ•·, anti \\"t"nt at it. '1 hla pr.'('>JJ"(>d bread 
nmJ Kcjlt toul and body t''~(·lht•r. 

Thn ('l«'t'tion ot 1~34 c-.nm('• nncl 1 wn-11 them ~lect.ed to 
tht• h•Jri.ll(lature br thr. hig1wJl \'ol~' rn t for nn)' candi· 
dntu. ~1 njnr JHhn T. Stuurt, \hi n in run pr •rlir• or the law, 
wns nbo <'IE'ctcd. Ouring thP ('tlll\'t'l\.!4, ill 1\ private eon­
Vt!r!UtiQn he encouraged me (tn) fit\ldy law. 

Aft(lr th~ election t borrc,wr.'l hooktc of Stuurt, took them 
homr with me, and went. ut lt. In gc•od t•nrnr~t. I sludied 
with nuuedy. £ atill mixed In th<~ otn-v•yinl( t" pa)· bo!lrd 
nml clothing bill!=. \Vhcn the lt•giKinture- m~t, the law­
buolcs WE're drop[M.'d, but wnr lnk('n Uil ngnin nt the end 
of Use seasion. 


