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MY EARLY ADVENTURES IN ILLINOIS—A. LINCOLN

I was ralsed to farm work, which 1 continued until 1
was twonty-two. At twenty-one I eame to Illinels, Mneon
County, where my father and family settled. Here we
built a log eabin inte which we removed, and made suffi-
clent of ratls to fence 10 neres of ground, Fenced and broke
the ground, and raised a crop of sown corn upon it the
same year. These are or are su ta be, the rails
shout which so much I8 being just now, though these
are far from being the first or only rails ever made by

me,

Durlnstlmwinmnfﬂmvmulehﬂd smow in
Ilinois, John D, Johnston, John Hanks, and I hired our-
selves to Denton Offutt to take a flatboat from Beards-
town, Illinois, to New Orleans and for that purpose were
to join Offuit at 5 1d, Ilinois, 80 soon as the smow
ghould go off, When it did go off abouat the first of Mareh,
1541, the country was 80 flooded ns to make traveling by
land impractionl; to obvinte which difficulty we Emrﬂund
ala canoe and came down the Sanﬁmm River in it
Thin 15 the time and mammer of my first
Sangnmon County.

We found Offutt at Springfield but learned from him
that hoe had failed in getting o boat at Beardstown. Thin
led to our hiring oursélves to him for twelve dollars por
month ench and getting the timber out of the trees and
building » boat at old on Town on the Sangamon
River meven miles northwest of Springfield. In company
with othern I commenced the building of o fintboat and
finished and took her oot in the course of the spring.
Sines that time 1 have been concerned in the mill at Now
Salem. The time at which we crossed the mill-dam bnm
the last days of April, the water was lower than it
been mince the b 1n;of_wi:nmtnf'v_brmthmu
was for several weeks after, The principal tica we
encruntered in descending the river were d
timber which obstroctions all are .
removed. We took the beat to New Orleans, substantially
npnnmuddr.mmﬂlnhhldmwmﬂw Or-
leans but having a family and w
from hore longer than he first expected turned back
at St Louis,

In July, 1831, 1 & indefinitely for the firat time,
as it were by myuﬂwfrll.p;ldw Salem. Here 1 rapidly made
acquaintancos and friends, In less than a year th's
business wus faflin almost failed—when the Black
Hawk War of 1812 broke out.

1 joinad a valuntoar rumpﬁny, and, to my own surprise,
wns elected captain of it. T hove not since had any success
in life which has given me g0 much satisfaction. Received
April 28, 1882, for the use of the Sungamon County Com-
puny under my command, thirty muskoets, bayonets,
screws and wipes,

Captain A. Lincoln's Company of Mounted Volunteers
of Mlinois Militin mostered out of service at the mouth of
Fox River, May 27, 1832; Abraham Lincoln, Capt.; Sam-
uel M. Thompson, lst Lieut.; John Brannen, 2nd Lieut.;
John Amntmn{i‘ 1# SnmtﬁEdTm B‘Ohﬁi'?h“ﬁm 2nd
Sergt.; . Foster, Sergt.; organ

% Combs, 1st Corp.; John Plaster, ond
Corp.; William F. chE,. ird Corp.; Alexander Trent, 4th

Corp.; Privates: John Erwin, John H. Houghton, Thomas

entrunea Into

:

Pieree, Samusl Tibbs, Ha‘? Hadley, Samuel Dutton, Cal=
vin Pieree, Joseph Tibbs, William trick, Cyrus El-
more, Elijah Pierce, Lewis W. Farmer, y Matthews,

Ep. Sulivan, Valentine Crete, Charles Bulivan, James Sim-
muons, Huﬁh Armatrong, Allen King, Joseph Dobgon, David
Rankin, Urbin Alexander, Henry E‘.n:,?fwﬂt M. Carman,
Royal Potter, David M. Pantier, Joseph Hohimer, George
Warburton, Evan T, Lamb Clapdey Barotte John M.
Rutledge, William Cox, Usil Mecker, Richard Jo

Charles Plerce, James Clemment, John Y. Lane, nuﬁﬁ
Lane, Royal » Pleasant » dames Yardley,

David Rutledge, Michael Plaster, John Mounce, William
Hohimer, Isaze Anderson, Willlam Marshall, William
Cumming, John Jones, Travice Flmore, William Foster,
Nathan Drake, Robert 8. Plunkett, William T. Sprouce,
William Clary, Jacob Heaverar, lanne Gullher,

Samuel M. ThumEtm. 1st Lisut., resigned April 30:
John Brannen, 2nd Lieut., absent on extra duty; George
W. Foster, 3rd Sergt., transferred to a foot company,
April 20th; Obadiah ﬂﬂm, dth Sergt., absent on fur-
lough; John Plaster, Corp,, resigned May 20, and
served ns a private gines; John ﬁrwln. private, promoted
to drd Sergeant in room of G. W. Foster, April 29; Wil-
liam Kirkpatrick, private, pramoted from the ranks, April
80; Hugh .m'n.'.m—mﬁ, rivate, promoted to 1st Liscten-
ant, April 30; Davi Sank{ﬁ private, transferred to a
foot company, May 18th; Richard Jones, private, pro-
moted from the ranks, May 2; Michnel Plaster, private,
sbsent without leave; John Mounce, private, absent with-
out leave; John Jones, private, absent without loave;
William Foster, private, transferred to 8 foot company,
A rllz‘ﬂfl: Willlam T. Sprouce, private, fram the ranks,
ay

1 went the mmgalgm. gorved near threee months, met
the urdln.u{,.' ipa of such an expedition, but was in
no battle. 1 had a good many bloady ntrum;im with the
mu:gnitm and although I never falnted from the loss of
blood, T can truly say [ was often very hungry. I bant a
musket pretty badly on one ocension—by necideont, 1 did
not hreak my sword for 1 had none to break. T was not at
Btillman's defeat but [ saw the place very soan afier-
wards, I now own in Towa lond upon which my own war-
rents for the service were 1uculnr.u

R*“"“‘"ﬂﬂm the cam and epcouraged by my
3 arity among my neighborn, the game year ran
or the E:gu!mn and was bealten—my own precinct,
however, :u:tmf its votes 277 for and 7 against me—
that too while T was an avowed Clay man and the pre-
cinct the autumn given a majority of IIE 1o

afterward
General Jackson aver Mr. Clay, This was the only time 1
was ever beaten by a direel vote of the prople,

I was now without means and out of business, but was
anxious to remain with my friends who hnd troated me
with so muech generosity, especlally as I had nothing
elsewhers to go to. T studied what 1 should do—thought
of lenrning the blacksmith trade—thought of teying to
study law—rather thought T could not succecd at that
without o better education.

Before long, steangely enough, a man offered to sell
and did sell, to me and another as poor as myself an old
stock of gmd'd mﬂt ‘W; oponod ?dmm?tﬁ, Of
course we did n o an n debt,
The store winked out, i il

I was appointed post master at New Salem, the office
being too Ensig'niﬂcant to make my politics ::Lobfmtiun.
& 50 of Sangamon offered to deputize me that
Porﬁunuf warkwhl:hwulur?‘j:aﬂdthemntr.
mem, procired a compuass an win, studied Flint
and Gibson a little, and went at it. This procursd bread
and kept soul and body together.

The clection of 1834 came, and I was then elected to
the legislature bﬁ the highest vote enst for any eandi-
dute. Major John T, Stuart, then in full practice of the law,
wis also elected. During the ecanvass, in & private con-
virsiation he encournged me (to) siudy law.

After the election I borrowerd hools of Stuart, took them
home with me, and went at it in good earnest. I studied
with nobody. T still mixed in the Eurveying to pay board
mkctnﬂﬁnﬁ M{:&twt:hu:n the g:fmutun n}ut, t?w I::j

5 were drd 4 wore N U n ot
of the session. = PR



