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DR. SAMUEL A. ~ftlDD 
Th• nation wide showing of a mo­

tion picture featuring tbe lmpnoon· 
mcnt at Dr. Samuel A. Mudd !or hi& 
alltjtl!<i lm~lication in tb• <USUIIAA· 
tlon or AbraluLm Lincoln haa cr.,.ted 
n C«"W wtcrtst in the cha.rg~ hrou~~tht 
lliC8in•t t.ho llarylAnd phyAt<inn. 

Srv~n rnt'n and one woman wcro 
1 rit'tl tor ''•' CQruspiracy to tUISAMHinnto 
t.ho I'n••idt•nt of t he United StAtes nod 
vurioua mrmbers of the go\·~nmumt.'' 
A~<>iRtllnt Jud~to Advocnto Bin~thnm 
h«.-ltl that uthe act of nny OlH.' of t.hto: 
p•rti£'2' to a conspirnc)· In it e-xecu­
tion to tho O<t or every porty tll that 
('ontJlltl\1:} and lhenior lhr- dJAI"Jt"-' 
Md JlC'Clflcation that the Pr lUt'llt 
,.. u rnurdc-red b)" ~ery on~ of the 
p.arttc."S to this conspiracy.u 

'fhl'l aentenc·e o! nr. ltud t, lht·n 
thirty·tv.o l'Nlrs oi age, who wn1 
t1Rm I '"' on~ ot the conspirato~. !ol· 
lowlC: 

"'rlu.1 rommls~:~iun do thon_,fort.1 at.'n· 
t.< 11<·•• tho onid Snmucl A. Mu,l\1 to bo 
imJlrlal)Ut•d ut hard labor lor lifo, nL 
IUdl plu.c-c n.s the Pn·,·hl• nt ~h.•ll dl .. 
n·ct.'' 

On Ju!)· ll, Pns1dent Johnf<)u 8Jt" 
pro,·nl the IC!'ntence :md Pr. \f udd wa.IJ 
<•rderrd ('Ol\Jined "' tbe penil<!ntlary at 
Albion), New York. 'l'<n d3)1 lat~r 
t.he p,...;d.·nt modifi•:<l hts ord r and 
<h m~td t.h plnce of impr110nmcnt to 
t.he miiiL''i' rrtson at Dry Tortugas, 
Floritlu. 

Thcrt art' nt i•'.ow t thnv qu ·tll•tU 
whiC'h on• 1t. ks nfttt vil·W'nr. Uw mo­
li<.tn JHrturt• (('tlturing Lht• iTn}Jrilu>n· 
tn••nt of llr. Mudd: 

ht. T."hnt importunt (:u•t; cou· 
t rtlmtOtl t" h1s conviction? 

2n•l. Why wu. he per.-.cuW<I: 
!:rd. \\'n hu health unrl• rmm('(t~ 
l'artiAI nnr('n: to thiNW' qu~tioll'! 

ar (our.d m a book on ~r. Ufo ot 
Snmut 1 \. .\lurid'~ writt• n b! his 
dau~~:htcr, Xc:;.ie ~lu•ld, in ll!OG. 'ni(O> 
,.,here nforn~ntl<fn i'!> found arc not<"d 

Jlt.'t Cvn.o:ictton. 
llr. Mudd, •ymput.httir with th" 

Con(t·clt•r u·v and );on uf n !art.: h11\'o 
h~., Jdt1r, 11r .lmrt John Will((':t R••ulh nt 
Hr\·unt,)wu. !.~a ryland in No\l'l11bc r, 
lf;ti l. l!nnth Wt•nt home wlth llr. Mudd, 
}1n I U1•P r \\1th him. rl~nut.imtl ovr-r 
nivht. nnd to brt"akft• L I•r Murld 
'olornt woth Hoo•h 1 -0 lnol t u hor t" 
v.ltt'h } ootl1 pur~hased. Roth mt"n f( 

turned to Or. ~fu.id'> bo•n• And thi!D 
IIMth •l<l"!rtcd b<'ron: dinm·r. 

On )Jf'n.;mberr 2.~. l'Cfl4. nr ~tud t 1n· 
trocluc<"d John Wilke U<IOth to lohn 
~urrntt, oru of th.: l"nn pirnt.•r • ut 
\\ u"hw~.ttfln, ll. C". ~un 1tt. Th. MucM 
tmcl n Mr \\ (•it'hmun Wt.nl with Uuoth 
to hi roorn rl)r drinks. nr. ~furld :del 
Jw rtt.1\'t.\r :-~a w HOt\th n~ain bN wt·•·n thut 
hmt ;ttul t hf'! :t~'-o{ls!-dnntion fou-r 
month• J.,tt r. lJJJ •. ~3 • . u. 

\\'hen H._lOth jumpe 1 frorn th• Lin· 
t'Oin box to th< l!tuge o! thco t.h• ,c r(• on 
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the night 01 April l4tJ•, hr br<>ke a 
bone in his lc;.:. At Cous o'clock the 
next morninr,- in ('OmJl:&n}' "1th Herold 
he nppear'"·d at th~ home oC I•r. 'fudd 
and requested to have t.h bone set. 
This done, &oth w. )'Ut to b<d and 
alter bret~l..~a t v.:a agam \'1'-itl'd b)· 
thC" doctor. llcrol•l bortowt.•·d u ramr 
nnd Bootb':r Joustudv" \loaa Mha\'ed off. 
Lntor Hercld t.>rt"l out with Dr. 
.Mudd to go to IJr)•nntown, four miJes 
tlWny. Soldiurs wnt in I hco tuwn look· 
ing for lhc J .in..-ulu nuarc:l(•f ~uRpcc·ts 
ond here Dr. '!ud•l kurrH"il of the as~ 
au.s.sination of J.irwoln. 1'1'· 81. 3!. 

Herold Jlft.'e(ooit I t.b dQC'tor hr•ntc; 
nnd, whr-n tht doctor urrtvet~ nbout 
four p. m., he obsc-r·. t-d Ut'rold :md 
Booth lea'"UIJ{ the J•tl':lnl O\'\'r the 
route to the nHr IJr 'fu1t.l hnd tohown 
lh•~. llr . ~ludd a<lvl I th~ doctor 
that dH~ htul VISlt~l l h I' \llent, but 
h~ hnd not tn:.en n.rJ)thinf:: unci when 
he depnrt.."\1 he \\Of<'-' •• t"nl ~ bearrl 
that. bcc.um~.· (Jaz tinily ,J,..tac·h,..d a,; he 
14'ft the hou c, liil' lhut .hn wn~ nblc t.o 
I:H.'C his face b··neRlb tt. I II. M udd nnd 
hi"l wife conrlurl( 1 th t III(·Jr v isitor& 
wt'rc suspici11U rhnruclr 1 1•· 31 

Th" W timon)" iutl'u .u.-rrl by th.: 
witnc ~f'S 1ur th pro n.1tlou it di­
c.ctc.-l that I r Mu d rt"C()Zll I Uooth 
na hi~ pati<'ut • n I l.hftt h "n " o! th(' 
a t . .:in3hon bc!ol'\ Boo h l• (t Thf-' 
defcns~~. hc•V.'e\'l.·r. t u1 d h t Booth 
\\.-a known to the nt"hr r.h It> at. hi 
home. Altl1ough th._l ol ft r h•mting 
for lhe ass.n m l\.I'IC" hu• f• ur miles 
nw.w. 1>1'. \tu~ld i nil• •~· 1J to havl! 
wllhhdrl mfut mnt.itm nbHut. his. \'hit.­
O'I"!i until 1111 fullr•\\'11\J.l' duy. 'l'lw iuror· 
mntion dirl t&Ot ll'llt h 11w uthoritif~ 
unhl MuncJuy runnuns.r mort tha.n 
thlrty·~ix houn uftt.r Uonth ;md 
Jln()ld l<fl tilt. ··omlntlH.l). The (nil· 
uro of ltr \tud 1 •o n t·f) the offit·cr:::; 
hnnJtell wor~ N ('TJ•>u l.) •:uru: h1m. 

J{ 1 f 1tf'•u·u • 
Ur. ~!urld arrtv-r.J 1~ort Jdfn-·•m, 

Dry T1 r1.Ufr'.1S, Flnr1 f , QO July :?5. 
u~r)<). H ... , .... ta imnl• I t ly "nd·· net­
InK' -tcw!lr l uu I uut J!l th1• pn<.~on 
ho~Jiilal e.nri on Au.:u t 2r. , 1Sl11i, Y..7ote 
b hi.., wifP, h) hl \'t l•tth• or r.o lnbor 
ln v••rfor m." 1'· J 1.;. Ou 5 1ptcmber 
~';.he- ntt.£trr!pt<'d 1•' 1.: l.J ~ 1Htt Wlt"lliis­
l"O\'t'N'd in ld l!t!J.t flll n Unth•,l ~tate.~ 
tron~pnrL Hl· \H<•tl' l•l I 1 hto>thl'r on 
F•JI!'Pmbcr 30th, ut c r tttl' ,,ptm~ to 
nu.k• m~ ('SC J'lt I 1 put lu the !Uar J 
f<ou V't .. h dw.n a I • ls ar. f,:-e-t 
.and dos 1}· ('On tnt t (, r two dayB. \'1 
oNt r c m~ from thco \fDj~r for Dh" tu 
t.e put t.o h r ~ I bo1· whc'<'Jinr• snnd. I 
wns pla~f!\! un.t~Cr n lJO "'hQ put me 
to deaning ol t hnrk•. I \\'(Irked hard 
,lll dn?· c.ntl t'.l.n1t n<nr fin! hinr;'" oneo 
hrkk.' f'· J'L 

Fjvc dnys u.fft·J" hi nlicmptecl es+ 
f"<lj)t' h('l n~uin wrnl•• to ln brother, " I 
wi I :soon n ~utnc, 111;· f•trnl• 1 ))(l!-iltirJn 
Pr nne «1u:J1l,. r1. )lC't'tublu •• 1 htt\'(' 
n{' labor to rcnorm. )' t. J nm C"om­
P<"lh .. j to a.nsv..·r ml1<a11 u.nd lo tJf't'p 
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in tho guartl hou -e at night." ]). JtN. 
To hu v.lft. hr wrot~ on Octo}x\r 23rJ, 
"I nm u pri•oth·r under gun.r d, not 
under n. r :nolo nnd ur:tit'r no obh~ 
uon to n..•nuun 1 f l can MJect' dull) 
n d<" an" ln <! n1ysclf_ .. p. 134. l- nr 
th~ nCI:xt thr~ month.~ Dr. Mudti v.:a.c 
kt:pt 111 l'haln during thC" dny tlnw 111111 
wa.s tC!Ilflnt·d in thf! guarJ hou t•, but 
ttn Forhruu~ 8th. he wrote thut ho 
hnrl btt·n n•hcvcJ oC hi" c~hnin .fJ. Jt.i4 . 
On Atlrtl :~7th, he wrutc hili Wlfl•, " 1 
con }u·rto1·rn a ll I b_n\'C to do iu n 
couplc.·ur huur " 1'· J7!J. 

It 11 unt lnt!i("nt..tfl in hi" ~.·orrl 
potui<'IH'('I •luran.; his subst..oqu• nt 1. 1 
pn:soumNtt that )U! wu put at. hnr:l 
labor unt! t), n i no mention (!{ h • 
b. "an;: bt'C."n lJ("Bt~·n or phy C'All)" 
abu_..t nt nny umc W c nlit)· contlu h 
that thr ronf,nNm•nt in (h ,in,s wus • 1 
n!et1)i dut• t~, hls attempted d~.lJl.O. 

1/:o H•alth 
One rnonth nft• r Llr. \tud(l ,,rrl\'c 

nt. l'(1rt .Tt·!Tt•r m 1 in • lt•ll• r tu ltt 
wjf••, ht· wrot••, " This J.l.H·c contum N 

tu ~· UllU!fHnll)" hc.llthy.'' JJ. 1 J ,r;, On 
~\UJ.CU ·t ta, 1Nt:il, lu.• mn.tic note _lhnt "n 
t~trH't t•)o 1 i f'H' to the cle·p,Juu a • ( 
lhc Ilia.~ ruul lx-mK rt lOtb (r(•m thr 
n rn lan !, w~.: h \. no ! .:1t'll o! n I 
!t.-'t'Uou or tJiten c dt. :1 •• p. J 

On Ftbruar~ 1-1, 1S6'i, he Wl'\l• ~ ~t 
w-1!e. • M h • lth ha conttnucd un 
u unJI) ~..~ thr ~ugh th tr ler ''P to 
thas tim I \\•' s:h<"d f ,J \"B u 
orw hundrt:"l nu I forty ,., whll'h 1 
CJnJy a rc\'0 pottr•tLI hon. o( my u u 1 
weighl." 1'· !'!'~. 

'fh.•t ~u1mwr Jw wr1tl'. ' 'Th£' IH 1l1h 
ui U11:' i l.uul 1~ t'Xc<'lll"t1t \'l'ry llttln 

it-Jit\1 IUH II• •I hizlJ( Of .m t•pidl'n It 

chnrur~, 7'· !:~~. £:ighhx•n dnl d\ 
thi ref r r ~"'to hi hr:::1Hh, ou Augu t 
zRth, ! \ 1·ro1.CJ ou nnd r t:ul 
lh ·h Ul ' rison r r .about t \\ I 

re n h, at "h1 h time 1 r \h:dd r 1 

dered valunbt ervice. UP. v.-u hit d .. 
OJ fint'ti \\ th tl , .. C vcr for :g-~t 
n 4 al houvh OtrK'wlwt \\t nk~ I 

from tht- n.Utu~·k. within n w k OT 
ty; o, on lktuiM•r ~2uol, bu wn.-. u} h: tu 
writf' to his wH~, ''I nm till po ~ 
JH my u~ unl h ·ahh wnh lh,• ''Ct"(•Jl 

twn flf '~""• n••fh ·wh)l'll I tlntl lnw !a 
rc ''rntfl•' hf't 1' lh~ ft1\' C'!"." 1), "·''· 

l•r. '•1udtl wa pnrdom~t by 1 1 c 1 

dent J~hn,;on on Ft·bru-.ry \'', U\fi1, 
.1ft. r ho.' Jill{ ('M.C! h.: t1t n !o 
~<"ar o! ht liCe' 11!. ·nr • l n Mnt h 
8tJ1 h I'<' 1 n<xl ht ltb..·r~. "'' n • 
homt' on \t n:h .!.Oth, nC«~rd:n.: to tu 
d:t.u..:H,('r .. !rntl, k, a,d !'>lt'1.:. neYcor 
tJ,....,ln t.u W rCin~ turin,., the thlrtt " 
v. r h~ ur'"''""t'· 1'· :J•'J. Xf u 
){utld SCIH"tl nn Q.C't'OUnt Of h\;r ( t lwr' 
d~th a folio•\ : 

••:\tv f;lllu·r rl1,.,l fr011 JHH 'JU\ llllil, 

.Tnmulry 111. 188:1, n!tc.•r nn ill1ks of 
n in11 '"''·"· lie• l"nntrnctt.-'1.1 thfl •li c·rl 
wh ill• \'i1itin~ tht> fliek iii lh<' nt l~·h 
borhood In thr nhrht timt• nn<l 1 ' 111 
ch m, nl Wf" tlht:r." lle v.ao,; I hen flft): 
y("11.N of DJ.:f. 


