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No. 369
DR. SAMUEL A. MUDD
The nation wide of m

iriey
United States and
the governmaont."
Agslstant Judge Advocate Bingham
held that “the net of ono of the

gtmmmamnﬂutr itz execu-
is the net of party to that
ore the charge

ﬁnn that the President

mmrdm by every one of the
to this conspiracy.”

The sentence of Dr. Muodd, then

thirty-two years of age, who was

nn.mnd as one of the conspirators, fol-

"Thl commission do therefore sen-
tence the said Samuel A, Mudd to be
lm somid mt hard lebor for life, at

,Place as the President shall di-

tﬁ:
ﬂn July 5§, President Johneon ap-
proved the mtman.ndm. Mudd wu

mﬂ:ud confined in th

Albany, New Yurlr. lim htnr
the President modified hiz order and
changed the place of im nt to
%n military prim st Dry Tortugns,

Thnm are ut least thrée gquestions
thch f!ll:ﬂ nk;a: I':itﬂ.l‘ viet:in Uml mo-

on pleture festuring the imprison-
ment of Dr. Mudd:

1st, What important facts
tributed to his conviction?

2nd. Why was he ted?

%‘lrdm:;’ s to thm quurllﬁ;l

o ANSWErs

are found in a book on “The Life of
Samuel A. Mudd" written hin
daughter, Nettie Mudd, in 1908, Pages
where information is found are noted.

His Convietion

enn-

Dr. Mudd, pathetu: with the
Confederacy and son of a Inrge slave
hnIdﬂr. firat met John Wilkes th at

Bryantown, land in  November,
1804, Tooth wmﬁumu with Dy, Mudd,
hnd uuppur mth hi remuinld over
night, and to Dir, Mudd
wenl with Routh to lu-n‘k at n horse
which Booth sed. Both men re-
turnad to. Iir. Mudd’s home and then
Booth departed before dinner.
On Decamber 23, 1864, Dr. Mudd in-
troduced John Wilkes Booth to John
Sarratt, one of the conspirators, st
Washington, D. C. Sorratt, Dr. Muodd
and 0 Mre. Weichman went with Booth
to hi# voom for drinks. Dr, Mudd said
he nover snw Booth again between thit
time and the assassination four
months later. pp. 43, 45,

When Booth jummped from the Lin-
coln box to the stage of the theatre on
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the night of April l4th, he broke a

bone in his log. At four o'clock i:lm
next morning in company with Hercld
he nppeared at the home of Dr. Mudd
requested to have the bone set.
Thizs done, Booth was put to bed and
after breskiast was again visited by
the doctor. Herold horrowed a razor
and Booth's mustache wag shaved off.
Later Herold started out with Dr.
Mudd to go to Bryantown, four miles
awny. Soldiers were in the town look-

£

four p he observed Herold and
Booth lea the promises over
route to the verlJr I!udr!kndih:rwn

that she had wisited the patient, but
he had m mm nnythinﬁ und whtn
he departed wore a fnlse
that becime p.urﬂnII:.r lr]ﬂtu.ﬂhl![i as he
left the house, so that she was able to
goe hizs foce benenth (. Dr. Mudd and
his wife coneluded that their visitors
were suspicipus chnractors, p. 81,
The testhmony introduoesesd by the
witnosses for the prosocution indi-
exted that Dr. Mudd recognized Booth
05 his patient and that he knew of the
assassination before Booth loft. The
defense. however, demied that Booth
was known to the doctor while at his
home. Although the soldiers hunting
fnr the ssspssin wore but four miles
Dy, Mudd s alleged to have
wi z-ld informnation about his visit-
ors until the fullnwing doy. The infor-
mation did not rench the puthorities
until Monday morning more than
thirty-six hoors after Booth and
Herold left the community., The fail-
ure of Dr, Mudd to notify the officers
himself worked seriouily ngainst him.

fHis Permooulion
Dir. Mudd arrived al Fort Jeffersm,
D% Tertugas, Floridn, on July 25,
1865. He wes imméedintely made act-
ng steward and nurse in the prison
ha?il;al and on Algust 25, 1866, wrn-t.s
is wife, I have littls or no labor
rform,” g 115, On Béptenber
‘25 e attempted to eseape bul was dis-
covered in hiding on n United States
transport. He wrote to Yis brother on
tm&h&r 3th, “"For nttom to
my escih wai pul in the gpard
hw_nt: with chains on hands and faat
and closely confined for two days. An
grder eame from the Major for me to
be put to hard labor wheeling sand. 1
wis plaesd under n boss who put me
tu ermg ald bricks. I worked hard
ay and - eame near finlshing. one
hrIt:Ir. "o 184,

Fiﬂx doys niter- his sttempted es-
{m he agnin wrote to his brother, “1
ill soom sssume my former puntinn
or one equally respectable . have
no labor to arm, yot I nm colm-
pelled to answer roll.call und Lo deep

in the guard house at
To hin wife he wm on
“I am & prisoper under

" I8,
Hr-l

under s parole nnd under nhli
tion to remain if I can
evade and free myself.” p. 134, F‘nr

the next three months ‘Dn Mudd was
kept in chaing during the d.ng time and
was confined in the ouse, but
on February 8th, he wrote that he
had boen relieved of his chains. p. 185,
On April 27th, he wrate his fn. |
enn perform all I have to do in o
couple of hours.” p. 175,
it ia Mtli: lrdirahted in his mﬂiﬁl
pondomea during his xuhaazur:nt m-
risonment that he was put at hurd
h."h-qr “dhthnbuhtm mhngl. of h]h
¥i o en or physically
nbm:ﬁ nt time, We nay conelude
that the confinement in chuins was di-
rectly due to his attempted escape.

His Hoalth

One month after Dr. Mudd arrived
at Fort Jefferson, in ¢ lotter to his
wife, he wrote, '"f‘his tslm'u eonkinuem
tn b unusnally healthy,” 116, Om

t 14, 1866, he made nnia that "

cl oye in i-rnu. to the cleanlinesa of

um place and being remote from the

muin land, woe have no f=ars of an in-
fectious or epldemic decease™ p. 197,

On February 14, 1867, he wrote his
wife: “My health has continuéed un-
wiually good through t.h« winler up to
this time. 1 wo feoyr duys &
one hundred B rl:_y -five which iu
only o fuw pounds shori of my usual
weight,” @, 284,

at summer he wrote, “The health
of the island is excellent—very little
elelmeas and |1u1'hi:u; of zin epidemic
charncter, p. 247, hteen duys nftor
ihis roference to his lgnm.‘lth, on August
28th, fever broke ou! and raged
through the prison for about two
manthe, al which time Dr. Mudd ron-
dered valunble service. He was himaelf
confined with the fever for eight dovs
and  although somoewhat weakenod
from the nttack, within a week or
two, on October 22nd, he was able to
write to his wife, “T am still posses-
lnge my usunl health with tho ﬁxt‘.l‘.ill-
tion of steength which 1 ﬁmi slow in
reuurm HR nftar the fover." p. 2581,
widd was pardoned #i Prosd-
dnnt Johnson on ebroary 13, 1880,
after hiaving served less than four
s of his life sentence. On March
g !us mﬂlnnd hi= liberty, nrnvlm,

home on Muarch 20th
“frenil, mi i'l.d sl:f mwnr

oS 154 thirt
be strong during the thirteen
he murvived.” p. 220, Notlo

mhi gives nn pecount of her father's
death as follows:

“My fnther disd from poeamonin,
.Iv.rnlm',xir 10, 1883, after an illness of
8. Ho contracted the disenso
II'.Inl-E the sick in the nol h-
t time and in
He was then fﬂ‘ly

whi]u 1."

clﬂnunt wmther.
years of age.



