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RE~UNISCENCES OF ~IY BOYHOOD DAYS-A. LINCOLN 
In lhe Fall ot 1844, I went into the 

neigbborhQod in which I was raised, 
where my mothar and only sister were 
buricd, and from which I had been 
absent about fifteen years. That part 
ot the country is within !t.el! os un­
p04'ticnl ns any spot on tho earth, but 
stil1, s~ing it and its obj€!'Cl$ and in­
habitants, Aroused feelings in me 
which were certainly poetry, though 
whether my expression of those feel­
ings is poetry is quite anothe-r ques­
tion. This pice~ of poetr~· ot my own 
I wa.• led to write: 

MJ (hJidhood'• hom.~ 1 11toe aJlAin. 
Anrl Md<kon with t.be vJ"w 

Ar~d 11till. All memory cmv.-,l• my brt~ln. 
Tbfm!"• vlt>Murt- In it tQo. 

0 Memory I thou mldw11y world 
'Twixt cnrlh 11.nd J)AI'Adlu-, 

W"h•re t.binil'l dee.,-1!<1 And loved onH lott 
ln drot".n.my 11hado.,. rlN~, 

And, !r .. 't'd from ftll that'• rsr1bly vile, 
~ hallowed. liO«'. aud blll(ht, 

Llko H:t:ont'tl In eome ~ndiJ\11100 I lo 
All b11.thtod l.n liQuid lfscht. 

A• du11k1 mountAin• vleeM the ttYe 
Wbcn twUight cha-e~~~ dlly; 

All buJOie.notet~ tb&L, &AA .. uinsc b,, 
In dlfltanee die awa:y, 

Aa J .. u·lng .omo ~rrand wat4!rfall, 
Wto, llnKe>rin;r. ll11t Ill!. l'OfU'­

So mcmor)r will hAllow 11.11 
V.'e've known, but know no mon>, 

NeAr t"'«'RlJ' ye~~r. hCL\.,. p.a~~«J ~tway 
SIM~ be~ 1 bid fa.rtwe11 

To woocb And fl.l!llh•. &.nd ~nt~ll of play, 
And t'layn'IAtH lovt>d 10 Wf'll, 

Where many wtorO, but (()"' r,.maln 
Ot old famiHar think•; 

But ~httt tht"m, to m,Jr,d ascaln. 
'rh(! lOoft and o.blltotlt brlng1. 

Thf! fr1"nd" 1 l ... rt IJ111t. partlng d..,, 
How f'hAnJitf'fl, 111 time ha:o. •fl'C"CI t 

Youn!J chUdbaad wrown, •tron~ manbQOd K~Y. 
And bt\lr of nil ar.- cll."!td, 

I hMr lhf' lq11cd 1urvlvo.ra tell 
How nau]lbt from dead, could MY,., 

1'JII ~Vt:Y')' F-Ound APPf'AN ll kh~ll, 
J\nd ('\'t'r)' •POt A vravt'. 

1 rang-o th,.. Atold• wit.h Pflnl•h·o t..r"c!11d. 
And pn.c<t~ the hollow room~. 

And lft"l I<:Qtrl1:•3nlon u{ th-e dead) 
l'm llvln.c in dw tom.IJ1. 

Whl'n I ,~isited my old homP in the 
Fall of 184·1 I found an insane mnn, 
Matthew Gentry, stlll lingering in tbis 
wretched condition. He: is three yeors 
older lhnn I, and when we were boys 
we went to school together. He was 
rather a bright lad, and the son or u 
rieh man of 8 very poor neighborhood. 
At. the ago of nineteen he unaccount­
ably became furiously mad, from 
which condition he gradually settled 
dov.:on into bnrmless inannity. In my 
poetizing mood, I tould not forget tho 
impression his c.ase made upon roe. 
Hero Ia the result : 

But h~~·· an obJ«t JJ'l(Jl'e of dt"Mol 
Than •ug-bt t.be su•v" contnln.ot 

Tb• h\lmMI Corm with r~MaC~n f1«1, 
While wrctco:ht'd llfet r('nutln•. 

\\'hton terror IIPN-Ild, r.nd ndt~btl0r8 l'lln 
Your d.Aniltt-rou" atrtnl('th to bind, 

And &OOn. 1\ howlln~. f'ray rnnn, 
Yom· Hrnb~ \'I'NC'I ra~t cout'ioeJ: 

llow tbrn 1011 11tmw• rutd llhrldcr,o.l •lo.u.J. 
Yrour bon1•t a•1•l .,lnt·\'"11 b.'lt~ 

And tlendhh on thl'l Kfr•lnJ: t'n<Vto'd 
With burnln't' t'<)·f'bnlh "llln-d; 

Ar1tl bi"JlJ.:\ ... 1 oncl WOl'~, n.nJ WL'tl( llfld ('IY'.t.)'«i 
With tnn.nlat> llu.o,..httr Jt>hl""f; 

llow f('l\rful Wf'rr thC'I-o ri~M d\:<plu)·~-d 
U> flt\ns;: that ~em~ thf' mind 1 

Ami whf'rl nt ll'n$:th thl'l Jr\3r !Wll lvnlll' 
Time &OOtbl!o!J thy fitor~('f wOt'l". 

Bow p.blntl\•f'l)' thy mc•urnh;l ••onJt 
\l110n the 11tlll rah:bl t'<'~~>L'' 

l'vc lwnrd It ot!t M It I d~. tnul. 
1-"nr- •I• t:ant, at'h'" 1 111nl ll•nl.:', 

'fht' funetml oli1w It ,........ ,....m...,1 
Qf rcn •Hl d.:o(~oJ ktl.•J ~ti!W, 

To drink IU atrnhu 1'\·1" u.tolc 4l.WIIY, 
All etMit.hUy And till. 

E~ Yl t tht' ril!ln~~ s::od u! dn)· 
Mud !l(l~ked til.,. ~Mt<rrn h\11. 

Air held her bN':llh, tl'e('ll wllh tbu f'Jif!IJ 
$e(o:m('(f aon-owln~ r..ny:cl" rvu.nd, 

Who~ro IW('IIin~ tt-nu In d~wJro;>t fell 
UJ)()n the 11-•t..--nlng ¥'1"oul1d. 

ll\1~ thle 111 tJIUt, and nl\u~ht rc:>ma.lne 
T'h~l rai>'fl\1 th('l) o'H tho hrutf': 

fhy plt"rcintc t~hf'i••klt nud toolMng 1tmin 
Art- IIJ..t-. fON""t•r mut~. 

Now !Me thee~ well! Morfl thou the t.ll.ut.e 
Thnn '"-Jb~t JII)W of "';)(>, 

All m11ntAI NliiK"I by tim~·" ~tnll Ia~·• 
H.A,.t. lo"t th .. tiO~:er !u know. 

0 d...athl 'fhQu '" ~ln"pirir.~ J'lrlneo 
Thnt keto.·pllt th1 wurld In f,..:~r, 

Why db.t thuu tc.-t~.r noore \lft!!lt owe.t h~n.c#. 
And lt'M'c htm llnK••tillll h~:.rl"" 

Another, tbe subjed tl "Bent· Hunt.": 

A wlJJ.bi,ur f'hnr~. did•! nr•\'C!" •~" 
Tb~n h;\'1( th!JIJ llv•ed ln Vllln­

Tbl' rlch('ll-t bumu nC ~lurlCJ\l!l ttl«, 
u ... d~rt In thy br11Ln, 

Whcon Cirllt mr Cnth<>r cttl<'d htre. 
"TYoll" thorn Lkt:' !rontior lin"': 

The llllnlhf'r·• »CrC'flm, filf"11 night wah tenr 
And bt-ar11 l•r.,.}e.-1 on OW twin~ 

But W<Mr for Bruln'a ll11vrt llv<.11 fun, 
Wh1 n rQ.w th,. fllluf'allnll rt"J; 

No<V man ""J hor!\0•, with do~ and KUn, 
}~(11' YtlfiJ,«.'U.nn.•, Al him 1ly 

A «ound of d:anKer •tdkt-• hi• I'Ar, 
lh! giv~ th'-! brf'PU 11. :Rt>UA'; 

Aw~t.y hl'l bound1, wl1h 1ittJc c ..... r, 
Alt!l Neb th.- turosled rough, 

On ''res.t hl11 !~11. nnd rNI('h tho gn)llnd, 
When~'a left hla bu.lf munched mtA1 ; 

Th~ dog.~~. In ~lrrl•. 11«-nl around, 
And ftnd tbb treeh mMe 1.ra.ll-

Wltb lnllAnt er1 aWAJ U1~ d~t.~~h, 
And n1ton ~ fAIIt purtue; 

O'er losr• Lh4'Y lilA~. Lhroueh waur •Pif!Ab, 
And thOilL the brh:1k halloo-

Now tn <'IIIII" lho~ ("Jlf"o'1' tl•tk. 
B~.Mr l}~.m~ th" '"·IK':\ J:t'OUn•J; 

Tbr(>.I.Rh M!lltc-.J vloC<.•. b., -.b•l•""" hl• t11u~lt 
And rtme it. I'OUn·l IU.d rM •d 

"J'hr- rnll fiL.,..t <'llr, with d~t .. tn dt~J vatr .... 
N'Clw ~~·~'1.1• him. 11'1 tht wh•l: 

\\I' hi I•' haH·wrown ~~up, nnd •tv rt-19-.;Ut""l l'lt<c, 
Ar(' )""IJ•ifiK i11r bt-kind. 

Awl f,.....h rt'!'nJil~ rH' dro11Pin• In 
Tu j.Q!n tJu• morttf ('u!1• : 

With )'• It• nn(l ,-.. 11 n rnlrll(l•"' o1ln 
'The .,.,..-,. .. !.,. •~·· h n r•,•r 

And ro;~und. nnd .-..unJ t,h .. dlllll( • ••IN ~>.t. 
'rh<' \~orl<!"l n1h·o• wi~h fun 

Nif'k ..::1rtrr•' hnl"'f' ld" rldllr t'•ru•\<!, 
An I !lfo. ,. lllll tlr6)' hl'l )( ,, 

Now ,..~nl>' t•r~ f'll. hur ~II" I'.,.,-. htu•k, 
,\nJ lo!lt 1\io, drf'fi ~on~~ 

Wb{ 11 I•, to forf'•• him fro1 , hi 'r~tck, 
An ftmhWib on him ~1•nm,.: 

:\r~"(!$'~~ lh•· lo:'(ruh• lo• "''•··I•" foo 11iKM, 
Awl full)' I•• in vu•w 

'J'tw d.,~ •• ut w· (u·, ... t. l•r th'' td.:ht 
'fh('lr o::r::, 11nd .,,...._...,, r• now• 

Thr fOH"tU··~t c>nf>fl, J"•lv; r('n.rh 1-1 rt :tr, 
Ut· t•1rn11, tbry dl\'lh l'""''Y; 

1\n•J f'irorlin~ n<'w, tbt wmlbrll1 b.:ar. 
Th y hMo' him full fit bll)'-

At tnl• pf -, ....... 1. lhf'l' },tlN~t"mln c<otnl', 
.\11 ot"ro ;.andn ln n I'HW-

"Wh(\(<1'11 ·rakt• hln\ Tli(orr" ~tl " hi:n Drun:f' 
Bnrw·h~ll,~- 1h•· rl!1,• ~ 

Atul !nrltm11 l't>W, Ht•• ,1.,1{:'1 he t•.>c•P, 
A:o•l ('r•• h, In hi~~> 1r,. 

\\'ht'(-1. rl~ht nnd lc•H, flntl 111''' IH"I rNU'II, 
WltJ, •'.)"<!$ of burnll\~ fin 

R1.1t 1~:,dc.., d~:~th I• 1\t hi hi>~~or• 
Vain. nil tlu.- tr,ns:-1h t •• Jtllc•. 

And, l'l>OUtiriS: l)lnr.xl. frnm CVCI)' ~·Mt, 
Rt. l'N-1-. Rl ,) 'inL •. An I tUf' 

And fi('W ft dinllllmc ell\tttor ro)..-_•, 
'lloul who 11twuld h:wc hl11 J..in: 

WOO flrllt drnw• blood, •JA('b h• 1 'N' lont>~'H, 
'11ti• JHir.t~ mu t alwny• wlr• 

But "hn dul tkl"- nnf! how to \ nc~ 
Wh~l'a tn1r from wha~'11 ft II•'· 

t~lkfl lnwy•·r•. in ;1 lnur•lt.'r tn.IW' 
1'h,., •toutly o.n~ub. 

Aftor'.>Atd tl~t·. o•f bt· :o>rlng mc<>o:1, 
lt,•hlnd, an<l !lll\tl'l fnT)o'Ut. 

Ju I n(.'w 'ffit'r~;inv- fmm ttl• wvnJ, 
At"rivt• upon tho. 1o110l 

Wilb ~tr1nnlnl{ tM !h, An•t UJ•·I\HI• ...t l•ttir 
Hrlm (JJJI l)f •r unl. nnJ wrnU1. 

He l{rt~wl~. Gn<l &l'ft.l>lil on dHtd It r. 
And t.hah-. fQI' Ute- nnd deatt> 

And 11wdl·• WI If hi •l.ln would t• nr, 
And t:11:'0Wh awl 11hnk~ fi,.~Ah;, 

Arul .u"·l:'nrs, 1u l•lain tlll dosr ca.u ,.\o('Jlr, 
Tlut h ba11 won Uaco •kin-

£Jitor's Not1• 1'hlK nt1mbor of Uncoln T.o<ro 
('Ontaine tht third o! a tt-tlfMI of ·utabiNtrapb,. 
cui 11kc!tc:h.," emnpJIC!d from thE> wrltlnr,r• (If 
Abmhrun Lincoln which will A1)Mftr !rom lfm,. 
to Hmt- In tM11 bulletin. Every wont uM!i.l 1~ 
juet lUI Uoeoln wf'Ot.e tt wh.b tb., toxcepUon of 
aubti.Htut!n¥" th• ftr•t p.u.eon 1or lhc• Utlrd p.t•. 

ton •• uud by I.Jneoln In th<11 •).;~t<'h M pr,•· 
pared fOr' lohn L. SeriPPtl In 18M. 1... A. W. 


