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LlNCOLN-SUAKJo;Sl'EAllEAN CRITIC 
'l'hu appronch of William Shokcs­

ponro'• birthdny, April 23rd, recalls 
tho rldlculo whlrh wns hcnpod upon 
Lincoln wht'n ho l'XP~a L'<i un appr eci· 
atlon for oomr certain line~< or Shakes· 
JX'An' In p~fen-nC'C to some other e.x­
cerpt.t of tho author which were more 
widely accepted, 

Jamr.s fl. HAc:k"tt.. th~ famous actor , 
cho~e Apnl 23, 18e2, as the dat<t on 
wh1rb to b~ to a doac the «>ndud-
111&' chapt.r In bla book "Noteo, 
Criucurn , and Corr~pondcnce upon 
Shn.ke."'lpf'a rl"'l J•Jaya and Actors!' 
Hackett, ltke many other authora, 
wrote hi Jltt~fnct• hut, u it. wru. dated 
D\'cClmbt•r, 1862, mnny months after 
tho nnal fiUrBk tBph Of tho toxt. The 
hook l>t•nra llh• clnh·. 1863, on its t it1e 
Jlll)t'. 

The rontt•ntR of the book contain ... 
commf'lltl on Urunl"t 'e Soliloquy on 
Suu·id•.._ R'nmlrt.-Kin~or U•.nr-Actors 
of R .run I et--C OTNt 1 "10 nf'lcn.cc on Sba kcs­
f'<Anan :lubjrctJ. Fa! t.afl'. 

lt "lll thl rubtJmtion whicb "''U 

ln<h.,..th re: pon •blr fur the advet'l'• 
rommenbl which "''t"n:" m&•le about Lin· 
cotn•a qunhticnUoru aa a critic of lit· 
rrature. UuckrH acont Ltnroln s com· 
plinwntary COflY <>C th• book, u.ru.l the 
Pn fdt nt ftl•lcn<•wlh!Krd it q."'itb the 
f\•llo"'"K nf•prc<'lnth.~ J~tt4!-r: 

F;-:.t~('Ud"f' rtb n•lon, Wachinaton. 
\uwu~~ot 17. 186~. 

J a m f!c It, lfM.rk«>U. E•q. 

:\tr dt•nr Slrt Month• "CO I ahould 
ha"f' nrlt.n"'· l f"rl•MI the" rt"f't"IJtl of ,.our 
luw.J,. nurl M'f'OtnJ,Jan 'f5na klnd n(') t~; and 
I nu" lta\'r In brl" rour p Qrdon for n ot 
ba,in• dont'l •o. 

l-or onf! ()( "'"' •a(' I hav~ ~o ,.tt..,. 
Hut,. of th,. tlramn. Tht" flM t pr~· 
tatlon u( I • '•tafT t f'\C"r ••w ••" Yoan 
brN", fa•l -in lf'r I)C" ~'(Hill£ J»rriaa,,. 
t!u· b.r.t ~'atur•llmf'nt 1 ran pav i• to 
._.,. •• I troh· nn. t am wu.., a:tt..xio1111 
to •ff i t •••ln. St)f'1f" nf ~ha.k4(W'Or'• 
l'f•""'• J h>"tH• n,....,,... rt-atl. -..hiJt!' otht"" 
I hAH· aou.- fi\M' pr.c·rh~tl~ n• (r~entlr 
• • •n:t unstrt')f...,lcmal I"Mldu. An1on• 
lh,.. laUN• lift" ••IA:ar .... '"IUdtard Ill " 
" Jf,.nn \ lll.'' " Onmlt·1:• orul NP~ 
('I•JI,. .. Ma t"bt,lh... I 1hluk n nthin• 
.. ~tufllll .. \1,.,.h .. rh.'' h r. wonderful. 

Unlilt(" q ,u fl'~'nll ('m('n of the pro­
(,.u .lon. I th ink dtt" "ol.iloqur ln HB• m· 
Jr t'' t'Omnu•nC'htlt u0ht my of'f't!'n .&e 1.J 
rank," IIUtJtnll•f'• lh at C'Ohtmend.ol" "To 

be or nnt to bl'." Rut pa.rdou thl" •rn ull 
all~mpl •• ~rhldtn·•· J 1honld like lo 
bur you r,ronoun(:a lhe openin« 
IJ)ff"t'h or n ('h.arcl Ill. Will you not 
•oo• •l•lt Wath..ln.loo • ••ln 't 1! you 
do, plt aM" eall and lt l me m ak e your 
pe,..on•l •ccau•l nlanct . 

Yoa.n trotr~ 
A. Lin('olo 

This letttr which Lincoln WTOte ID 
Hackett found 1111 way into pnnt, and 
Lincoln'• l'Ml<tlon to Ito npp<'t\raneo 
may be ohat-nrd ln a letter written 
to Ha<l<ott on Nov•mbcr 2nd; 

M f\"ulh-e \Iandon, Wa•binaton.. 
No•t-mbrr 2, 1863. 

J•mt• U. U•t~ lr. ('tt 

My dnf' Slr 1 YoW't o £ O(:tober 22 
It r ect!'l'lfed, •• aho ••• in dut- eourac 
that uf Or lobe:r ~. [ loo~ forwnr-tl 
whh ,, IC'IUUf'l\ h ) tl1" fulfll llll~l of the 
tn•o•nl".- mad!f In lbt furmt"r. 

C;i,·r 1'0Un~lf 1)0 U.O('.nlin('llt On thr 
•ubj~t m.-ntlonrd ln that o( tbt" 22d. 

'\f.,. nolo lo you J crr-t.ainl:" did not 
~.xp«t t o l f't' In 11rl.n1; .HI I ha"'t' DOl 
~u t:nvdt tboc-k~ bt- lhf" n~•·P•P<!Y' 
('O.Qlmtn\111 Uft·Oh Jt.. Jl)~ ~Otnm~L'l 

~o:n.ttJIUt(' I flir IIJH"'"lmctl of wb.at h&a 
O«urffd lo 01.- lhroucb 11(('. I baYe 
tadaN'd • Iff•• dnl tt( r ltU.rul«" with· 
out mut'"b m • li«'l a ncf h.a'lff'! N'<'th~ a 
.,-coat d ral of k lr,d n.-... not ctuhC" c~ 
from ridi rt~ff"', I am W!-f'C.l 10 ft .. 

\ oun tralr. 
A. Uncoln 

Lineoln wns not thr fir<t pre.<ldont 
to OJlJl_..,r in t.hc roll of a ShukC'spear· 
cun rrith-. ,l(ohn Quin<'Y Adlll1lB wrote 
"""'" longthy h tl<r• tQ IInrk•tt nbout 
Sh11kr pf>n~'s worka, onr of s<"vea 
pB$t"Mr. Lutt-r he prt.•Jmrcd n long db;. 
russiou on ''MisconC'Cptions of Shakes· 
pMn. upon tltt· :-;t a~t." nnd another 
on "The Charact<>r of Tl~!'dcn·ona ... Jn 
rommr-ntlnt.t on Hamlet, h~ f.A.id: 

;.1 look upon thC'! t~rt.-dy of BAmld 
:Js the m.:utt>f]ll{'('D of dramo.-the­
m:..t.<rJll«• of Shak.,JI<1lr<>-l bad 
alu:ruct 1 J,l the- mn terpwce of the 
human minti. '' 

Barki't., howcv(lr, diaaJrrct..'t1 with 
Prf' idcnt AOnm• 1n numy of his dc­
rluc-Lionw1 l'I!JH·dnlly nbout Hnml~t1 ns 
dill mnny othrr~ who hod nn oppOr· 
tunity to ri'vl.,w the rnunuscrlpl or 
AdnnUt. I n tho RrMt pnrngrnph in hia 
book, Bnck•tt IIAfS: 

"Tho Solllo<tUY In Hatnlcl, whkh wo 
hnve often ht-urd t•xlollc..td Ul terms of 
ndmirntion, Is, In our opinion, R heap 
of abourdhlo , whulhor we consider 
the JituDtion, tho M1ntimrnt.. lh~ ar· 
gumcnt.nlion, or t.ho J)O('tr)·.'' 

Linroln deArly otat~• in 1m tint 
ltttf>r to Undc('tt, HI think nothin~ 
«JUAAs 'Mo.cbcflo.' It 11 ,...,ndt'rful." 

Lor.t Carll l('t a fnmou, Shake&"J)ear-­
ea.n critiC'. wrote a Jvt.tc:.r to Bnckett in 
wbu:h h"' voiC'N mut·h th~ Jitllll.e st'D• 

bml"nt u l . .ult."'1n: "I ree none ot 
your crlliri,.ms nrc addfftse-d to the 
pluy of Macbeth, in my mind the very 
h•gh~st in ordor ot nil U.e Cow which 
St'flm to mt' inctlaputi\bl>' hlvhrr thnn 
nil lhu rt·st." 

Ont~ of ~tmkt' pfnrC''a charnctch 
whir.h nppealt'11 to Lincoln, due to his 
nwn F:t.on 1!1 o( humur, wus Fn.l tn.ir "'fv . 
0. St(lddo.rcl n.ttf'lldNl a pt•rfomumct 
with Pr adt·nt I.inl"oln U'l which Hock­
~tt pia} • I th part oC f al tAil' und tbi• 
is Stodd:.rd'a acwunl of l.inroln'a re­
•. rtlo!l to tb~ play: 

"I was wnh 1\im the f\nt night, and 
cXpt"t"leti ham lO itl' (! btnl.St'IC up to 
the rrnarrJmtnt ot tho hour, although I 
knt>w thnt hu mind wna V<!ry nttl('h 
pre--.JCcupit.-d b~ nth('r l.hinaa To my 
.. urpr1~. howt..•\'tor, h•• o.ppto.arOO rvcn 
gloom!·, ulthou~rh int<'nt upon the play, 
and It wa~ only 11 ft1\\' tim<!A durmK the 
whull'l Jlf'rrorm!tnN~ thnt he w<'nt !00 

for O!l to lnu,-h nl nll, nnd th('n not 
hl·mi.ily. Jlp •·«-m~l fur ohC'f" to be 
titudyinK th•1 rhnrl\dt r nnd it.s rfm­

c..lering critJruUy, n if too <·rrtJun the 
C'OM',"CtDf'.!lll of ht• own ronr-t pt1on aa 

campo""<! with thnt of U.e proCet· 
aion ... l ar1tSt 

•• Had his r:1rh r 00u<'at on ~ of 
D. IWT' to d,.,, 1op more perftctly bis 
lit' rar')· Wtts, hit kf'lr'n mdaht into 
human natun, and hus Rppr«tation 
o! humorou nt I otb('r e'C\"t'ntrldties 
of charucter. \\r>Uld ha\'<! •·nablt'd him 
to h:we cJ,.riVt: 1 t.hro htght" t d('grt.'C of 
enjoymc.-nt from tht• trf'nt ions of tho 
grenl nm t-rn. Ax it wu , hr pro!mbly 
umlor~hlOtl Shtlki'"f'Jit•nrt-1 o !nr ns he 
hnd read him, f11r better U.nn many 
nl(lon who '"<'t thNn rlv(lw up for criti· 
cnl nuthorlti~5.'' 


