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LINCOLN CHOOSES A FUSION CABINET 
1'ho Cabinet which first convened on 

Murch !1, Ht61, &li\'CJtt.ywfive years ago 
thi11 month, rcJ,Jro&ented a !usion of 
roniWr \\ hi)(Jt and former Democrats. 
Thnt tho re•ponsibility !or the •elcc­
tlollJI lorgt•ly rt••t•'<i upon the shouldera 
o! Abrnhnrn !.lnroln, the president­
cl«t, mu t b·• mdmlttl'd. 'l1lre<! dUTcr­
~nt intlucllcu ('Ontributed to Lincoln's 
final doctoton a• to who l'ltould com­
pos<> h10 o!Ttrbl !tUnil): the Chicago 
Con\'€'nl.ion «lectton.J, the patronage: 
&gN.'emunto, and the tate of the di­
'\lded countr)·. 

Chi~OIJo Cum·tntion StUctioJU 
l'o ibl)· William Henry Seward 

wu u •• nut llllln who was brought 00-
!orc Linroln •• tho ouut.tluding candl­
dAw !or tho Republican presidential 
nomlnntlon 1n 1800. In n lett<>.r written 
on Jun• 1, 18&8, nearly two years be­
tort• tho Chi<nl(o Convention dute, Lin­
coln snid, in ri'J)Iy to Inquiries, thnt he 
hutl nut. been "J1~ttlng stake against 
Govt•rnor Scwnrd,'' and further as· 
•urcd tho wrlt.<r: "No combination baa 
b<.'Cn mAch wllb nH~, or propoH-ed to me 
In r<·latlon to tho next pre.identi;;J 
<lllldidllte." Wht n Uncoln visited New 
En~lantl on a pto&lunr jtinerary, in 
Februlll')l, 1811Q, he carefully awided 
p<>akml{ Ul ~fn.tsa<hURtU wbidt '1\"llB 

thtn •trongly bthtn.J Seward. 
A early aa O<to~r, 1869, Lincoln 

had l«n lnfonn«< that tho State o! 
Pr.nn )'h·-.nln '"' thinking of Simon 
Cam{'ron o a !G\-ortt<HIOn nominee 
.... ·nh Lincoln at ,.H~e--prCBident on the 
ticket. On Novrmbcr 1, Lincoln wrote 
to n l'<·nn•ylvanin politloinn discour­
LlJ.!'InJl thv u t' or hI. name in any com· 
binuhon •~to tho rn·t•judice of nll othera 
who!fe frh nd. r' Hpi.~ctiveJy muy con· 
sidrr tlwm flJ't'/('lrnhll"." He nlso a$­
surc•d hi a t·nrrt•. pon1lcnt, howevor, thnt 
he wou141 tw' for tlw Co.mC'ron-Lincoln 
eombinuUon "!! fairly nominated br, 
Ul•' Rt'publlcan National Ccnvention~' 
Tbt·~ men-Seward, Ca..tJlt:ron, and 

Chu c w•ro tllo big throe among the 
n\•nl JU"oeJJ«lin• nomintt .. "!i and must 
huve bocn imrnedint•IY rocogniud by 
Ltn<t>ln as lllO!It ""rtainl)· to lind " 
plac~ tn th Cabinet of the suecessful 
e!Uididat<. The flr t ballot cut by the 
Convention <Onfirm.,l hit aupposition 
u to th••r tl'<'n~:th. It te5ulted in 173 
votes ror 8-co¥>Df"'t, 102 for Lin~ln, so 
for Cameron, ·I~ for Chaao, ·18 for 
Bnt.,., II for lluyton, 12 for Mcl-ean, 
10 for Cnllnmrr, !I for Wado, Md 1 
c:tch (ur .lc•hn C. I· rf!'mont, Chnrlea 
Sur.ont·r, nntl John M Rc;..-d. 

Tn Lhu.-oln's eorr"11pondence vtilb 
AUJlpoa•tf.•rll in Ohio he mtHlC! it very 
pJ,•in thnt lht·y •hould do "no ungen­
rlous thinJ( tnwurtl Gov<'rnor Chase,'' 
n•rn11lng that Chnoe WM one of the 
fow oli<tinrr.t•i•h"<~ ml!ll who supported 
htm in 1868. 

Lincoln'• ourly apoculaUon about 
tltc pol'>IOnnol of hi• Cabinet took more 
dt~lin)lu /{•rm v.:ith his nomination, 
"hich rMultt•d !rom tho third ballot; 
and out o! tho ntmo•phere o! the Chi­
rngo Connntlon there cnme the fir•t 
dlilinito piAno !or ehoooin~r bia official 
1\SSilClRtd. Gid.,,n Welles wrote down 
in hla diary t.lnroln'a own at.tltement 
of hvw h• allru:ked lbe problem- It !ol­
lows: 

MOo the da1 or the Pnaldentlal ~1«­
tion, lha oprrotor of the tdesraph in 
Sprin~tleld plued hlo iaotl'llment at 
my dit-1. I wu th•re wllhout len­
inl after the returna bopn to come In, 

TilE nJSION CABINET 
Fonner 
Wblgo 

Former 
Dtmocrala 

~~· ;tf'f'ltl. it1E'4 
Llneoln Hamlin 

C~&bhtdl Nentbt:ra 
Seward Ch.,.e 
Smith Cameron• 
BatH Blair 

Welles 
• S..M•'"• • ~ •1.JflC-.Iofd. Colub.-ruc, wu 
abo • f<~mMr 1'-moo:rlll.. 

until we had tnouah lo aalli!y WI how 
the <IKIIon bad 1,1•••· This wu about 
two In the morntnl{ of Wedneada1. I 
went home, but not to *"t •ncb al«p, 
for I then ttlt, u I ne~u had before, 
th• ~poru.lbility that wao upon me. I 
bo11an at one~ to fed thtlt 1 needed 
•upport,-<>thero to •hare with me the 
burdtn. Thi• wu on Wedn08llay mom­
lnr. and bdol't' the •un w~l down I 
had made up my Cabinet. Tt wu al­
mool the Hftmt• thai I Rnolly appointed. 
On{' or two d tanges wue made, and 
th• pnrllrulnr POflltlon of one or hro 
wa" unA~ttled." 

Other men beaideo tho three closest 
competitors who~W.'! nnmes appeared in 
the bnllotinlf at ChirAgo, and whom 
Lincoln Ia known to have considered 
with J<>mc ta>·or In blo 1\l"'t tentative 
li•t. were Ed.,nrd IIAtas, WUIIam L. 
Dll)·ton, t""harln Sumntr, and Cassiua 
)l. Clay. Th• lat!t>r'a namo apposred 
on the ~«<ond bollot. 

Po!ronflgt' Aqrtrmr,.f• 
With thr dr<'tlon of Lincoln u­

ur((l, lht' prolJirm of patronage l\"38 
forcr.l to th" front. It Is diiTicult to 
detf'rrnin'- just \\ hnt ns-r~meots were 
rnndc at Chicago In the distribution of 
rntronnjft•. Ltnroln io onld to have nd­
viscd hi• frl~ntl• thut lh•y >hould 
mnko rw bttrgulna nnd thnt he would 
b•• bound ~y no rontructo. It is evident, 
howcvt-r, thnt bo.rgn.ina were made 
which brought thr.~> lllfUrCB more 
prominently bt!or• Lincoln than 00-
!ore. Thoy "'''"' Camvon of Pennsyl-

vnnio, lllulr o! Murylund, and Smith 
of Jndinno.. 'fhe . .c usrrecmcnts at the 
Con\'cnlion undoubl<:dy !nlluonccd tho 
tlnnl sel<..,tlon• Lincoln wus to r>ULke 
nnd cnu•e•l hlm much grto! before they 
wcr~ cventunlly c:ondrnu.•<l as b(.tn.O fide 
m<mbt•rs o{ \he Cnbinet. 

One othor quoollon o{ patrona~re 
whh:h al;o aro e wu the w.ual c~tom 
o! allo\\ tng tho V ••• President to 
•hoose ll mttn~r o! tho Cabinet- As 
Lincoln dalrcd that Sow England 
abould b. ,.. p=<>uto<l, Hamlin wu In­
vi.._'<! to make that dtotco. Four nama 
were con\.tdt rrd--Guleon \\'"ellf!fi, Na .. 
thuicl l'. Jlanlu:, Chart~ 1-'ra.ncis 
Adam. , and An101 Tuck. 

Pouibly tht moat lllCDific.ant. pat. 
ronoge qul!b1.iun to be cousldc.rN wns 
the ""'tion•l l<)>peal. A delegation 
from California inai"Wd that the tar 
WO>t be rcprv•CJ>tt>d · and !own put in 
n clulm from tho nutfd!e wcat. Tho bor­
der .blntes nnd the 11out.ht. ~owover, of .. 
Cered the chit•r problt•m. Lllltoln wrote 
to John 11. lloCrc•• • .-king il Scott or 
Stcpbc• .. Yiould 110 into lbe Cabinet; 
nod to Sl'wnnl lha rwmt·.s of Bunt, 
G<'otcy, W1nt<r, llnvlo, a.nd Gilmer 
werc tnontlon«<. On J a.nnary 1!! Lin­
coln wruto, "I atill hopo Gilrnor will on 
a fa1r under tAnding with u.a, conse-nt 
to ta.kl• a pl:tc(.'r m the Cabln~L,., 

1'/tt S•at< ofth• Dn idtd COV>IIfll 
More and mort, as t.htt inauguration 

date drl'w nt:nr, tho undtvidcd eond.i· 
lion o! the country bt ga.n to play a 
lorg<'r fnctor in the c:oMidcration ot 
•ligiblc men, und the plllll& for a !~­
ion Cabinet u! old Whigs and old Dcm­
ocrnt.s b<"cnm~ mora nnd more neces­
enry fn mnkinsc thu Jl•ll"Ctions. l.incoln 
wrotf" Unmlin thut. hn n!'('dc.d n man 
o( "Ucnm<'rnUc Rn~ct·dcnts in New 
Englnnd." Tho •ci"<:Uon of Blair of 
Maryland, un old An.lrow J ac!utcn 
Demoorot, Will al o ura;!d. Chnsc and 
Camt.'ron, both !ormor f>omorrnla, bud 
alronuy bol'tl approa<hed-

ln n fliWI onnly•i• It appeu• that 
thr. •h·cl.<ion to ~t<t tho undtYJd•d FUp­
por: of th4!J north and 110rrwt fn\·or from 
tho bordor •totes through a flllion 
C,a lOt t \• ~ t b rnmDf}' ftletor in the 
tinal t.-onaidcr;lt{otll, Tbt~&t" cho3C!l 
"'''"' Wllh11m II. Seward, ~retary 
o! Stnti': Jo:dward nntt!JII, Attorney Gton­
oml; Catrb 11. Smith, ll<'<retnry of the 
IMo•rior, oil f<•rmrr Whit~•; and Sal­
mCtn P. t'"I1R.1e, Sc.crf"tnl'y of th~ Trt"U­
ury: Rimon C1W1~ron, Seeretary o! 
Wnr; Montl{l'lnf•ry Tllnlr, Pootmt>ster 
Gf•lwrnl: unrJ <iiclf•!ln "·,~u""· Sccretnry 
Q( lh,• !"Jn\y, nll (,)rmf•r J);.•mocrn.ts. 
'rhis nmdt• It four to t.hN'c tn favor ol 
the Dcnwrrn.tft~ l.lnenln rc.•minded his 
complninlnl( Whlif frl•nds, however, 
thnt ho WM ft Whrg whlch would even 
It up. 


