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LINCOLN CHOOSES A FUSION CABINET

The Cabinet which first convened on
March 9, 1861, soventy-five years ago
thia month, represented a fusion of
former Whigs and former Democrata,
That the responsibility for the selee-
tiona I“ﬁnﬁl rested upon the shoulders
of Abm Lincoln, the president-
elect, must be admitted. Three differ-
ent influences contributed to Lincoln's
final decision as to who should eom-

his official family: the Chicago
nvention selections, the pa
agreemants, and the state of the di
vided country.

Chieage Convention Seleations

Possibly William Henry Seward
wis the firsl mon who was brought be-
fore Lincoln as the outstanding candi-
date for the Hepublitan presidential
on June 3, 1858, nead ‘t‘”‘“‘ﬁm"ﬂ“ﬂ’
on June nearly two
fore the Ciliugu Convention date, Lin-
f-,nlﬂ nnid.hln ra-p!:,r t,g lnqv:it:ikm, that he

ad not bean “setting 2 ngainst
Goyernor Sewnrd,” and further as-
m 'l'.hE wrtit,ur: “No mmhinlmp“eﬁian has

made with me, or p to me,
in relation to the next prﬂldenﬂli
eyt eglidasBo

und on a ng erary, in
February, 1860, he carefully avoided
speaking in Massachusettzs which was
then strongly behind Seward.

As early as October, 1859, Lincoln
had been informed that the State of
Pennsylvania was thinking of Simon
Cameron as a favorite-son nomines
with Lincoln as viee-president on the
ticket. On November 1, Lincoln wrote
to a Pennsylvania politician discour-
aging the use of his name in any com-
bination “to the prejudice of all others
whose {riends respectively con-
glder them preferable.” He also as-
surcd his eorrespondent, however, that
he would be for the Cameron-Lincoln
combinution “If fairly nominated bz
the Hepublican National Convention.

These mon—Seward, Cameron, and
Chase—were the big three among the
rival prospective nominees and must
have been immediutely recognized by
Lincoln as most cortainly to find a
place in the Cabinet of the successful
eandidate, The first ballot east by the
Convention confirmed his supposition
a5 to their strength. It resulied in 178
votes for Sewnrd, 102 for Lincoln, 50
for Cameron, 40 for Chase, 48 for
Bates, 14 for Dayton, 12 for Mclean,
10 for Callamer, 8 for Wade, and 1
cach for John €. Fremont, Charles
Summer, and John M. Reed,

In Lincoln's ecorrespondence with
supporters in Ohio he made it very
plain that they should do “no ungen-
erous thing toward Governor Chase,"
}-urullliilngi at Chuse mhnm of rtttg
ow dist shed men who suppo
him in lﬂlﬁfd

Lineoln's early tion about
the personnel of his Cabinet took more
definite form with his nomination,
which resulted from the third ballot;
and out of the atmosphere of the Chi-
ﬂg Convention theré eame the first
definite plans for choosing his official
asgocinter, Gideon Welles wrote down
in his diary Lincoln's own statement
of how he attacked the problem. It fol-

THE FUSION CABINET
Former Former
Whigs Democrats
Erveutivea
Lincoln Hamlin

Cabingt Membera
ard Chase

Smith Cameron®
Bates Blair

Welles
*Hanton, who suseemled Camernn, was
alws & former Demosrad.

until we had enongh to us how
iR oo e o g~
two in the

for 1 then felt, as 1

the responsibility that was
began al once to feel that 1
suppori,—others (o ghare with me the
burden, This was on Wednesday morn-
ing, and before the sun went down I
hiad made up my Cabinet, Tt was al-
most the same that 1 finally appointed.
One or two changes were made, and
the particular position of one or two
was unsettled.”

the balloting at Chicago, and whom
Lincoln s known to have considered
with some favor in his first tentative
list, were Edward Hates, William L.
Dayton, Charles Sumner, and Cassins
M. Clay. The latter’s name appearsd
on the second hallot,

Patronage Agreements
With the election of Lineoln as-
sured, the problem of WS

tronage
gnrm-d o i i frnl':l.:. It s difficult to
etermine just whiat agreements were
made at Chiengo in the distribution of
pntmnm{:. Lincoln is sald to have ad-
vised his friends that th should
make no bargaine and that he would
b bound by no contracts. It in évident,
however, that bargning wers made
which brought three ﬂﬁm more
rominently before Lincoln than be-
re. They were Cameron of Pennsyl-

vanis, Blalr of Maryland, and Smith
of Indiana. These sgreements at the
Convention undoubtedy influmeed the
final selections Lincoln was to make
and eaused him much grief before they
were aventually confirmed as bona fide
members of the Cabinet,

One othor question of patronage
which also arose was the usual custom
of allowing the Vice FPresident to
choose n mémber of the Cabinst. As
Lingoln desired that New England
should be represented, Hamlin was in-
vited 1o make that choice. Four names
were considered—Gideon Welles, Na-
thapiel P. Banks, Charles Francis
Adams, and Amoa Tuck,

Pousibly the most significant pat-
ronage question to be consldered was
the sectional appeal. A delegation
from Californin ingisted that the far
west be represented; and lowa put in
a claim from the mic[diu west, The bor-
der states and the south, howeyer, of-
fered the chief problem, coln wrote
to John 1), Defreea asking if Scott or
Stephens would go into the Cabinet;
and to Seward the names of Hunt,
Gentry, Winter, Davis, and Gilmer
were mentioned, On Janoary 12 Lin-
coln wrote, “1 gtlll hope Gilmer will on
a fair understanding with us, consent
to take & pluce in the Cabinet.™

The State of the Divided Country

More and more, as the inauguration
Ei:tt d;n; near, :ho mdividﬁd ﬁl}ﬂi-

noo & country began a
larger factor in the considera of
eligible men, and the plans for a fus-
ion Cabinet of old Whigs and old Dem-
ocrals became more and more neces-
sary In moking the selections. Lincoln
wrote Hamlin that he needed s man
of “Democratic antecedents in New
England.,” The selection of Blair of
Maryland, an old Andrew Jacksom
Demoernt, wns also m and
Cameron, both former had
already been approached.

In a fnal analysis it a r5 that
the decizion to get the undivided sup-
port of the narth and some favor from
the border states through s fusion
Cabinet wad the primary factor in the

mm.iw tdnu ani. oge chosen
were: illinm H. Seward, Secretary
of State; Edward Bates, Attorney Gen-
eral; Caleb B. Smith, tary of the
Interior, all former Whigs; and Sal-
mon P, Chase, Secretary of the Treas-
ury: Simon Camoron, Secretary of
War; Montgomery Blalr, Postmaster
General; and Gldeon Welles, Secretary
of the Navy, anll formeér Demoérats.
This made it four to thres in favor of
the Demorrentn, Lincoln reminded his
complaining Whig friends, however,
ﬂunt he was n g which would even

up.



