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PRESIDENTS LIVING WHEN LINCOLN WAS INAUGURATED

Six Prosidents of the United States
were living In 18681 when the Unlon
wasa on the verge of collapge. They
were; The Highth President, Van
Buren, age 79; the Tenth President,
Tyler, age T1; the Thirteenth Presi-
dent, Fillmore, age 61; the Fourteenth
Presddent, Plerce, sge b57; the Fif-
teenth President, Buchanan, age 70;
and ﬁtiw Sixteenth President, Lincoln,
age

It was shortly after Lincoln's inavg-
uration that the country came near

Pierce wrota to the other former presi-
dents in March, 1861, suggesting that
“they t together in Independence
Hall, phia, to try and devise
means to avert Civil War," It was in
hlj:u hall tljm. J’th‘l'ili:lt ma]nlffiw
va previous to Bpecinl
Plnrcni: hadd spoken these wm'dn d

“I have often in of myself
what great prineiple or idﬁﬂ it was
that kept this C ndnm:.r 50 lung to-
gether, It wns not the mere matter of
separation of the colonies from the
motheriand, but that sentiment in the
Declaration of Independence which
gave liberty not alone to the tﬁop]e of
this country, but hope to all world,
for ail future time. It was that which
pws promise that in due time the

weights would be lifted from the
nhuu[dnnafﬂlmmdﬂ:.atnﬂ
should have an equal chance. This i
the sentiment embodied in the ]]m:lnh
Independence.

ation of Now, my
friends, can this eountry be saved on
that basis? If it can, 1 will consider

myself one of t.hu hn:ppmst men in the
world If I can help to save it, If it can-
not ba aaved u wfun that prineipls, it
will be truly awlal, But if this country
eannot be sived without giving up that
principle, 1 was about to say I w
rather be mesnssinated on thia Eput
than surrender {t. Now, In my view of
thapreuntu&octufuﬂ' rl.l.htrai.u

f sy I may
gay in advance that there wlll be no
bl ed unleas it |s forced upon the
government. The government will not
;mn force, unleas {orce s used against
L.

Président Plerce's proposal for a
meoting of the past presidents evi-
dently failed to materialize and an op-
F;Muull.r to ¢ Ameriea’s first

ident's Club went by default. It
waould have been a short-lived club at
the beat, as five of the six men eligible
for mumburﬂhlp were dend within the
next elght yearn. It will be observed
thiat Lincoln was the youngest of the
ghmup which may lhave suggested to

e older honds that the youngster
might appreciate some futherly ad-

HE PRESIDENTS
ITH—Mirltn Van Hum—IHi

Senator in E!lw York lnginlntum.
1818-1820.
Attorney General, State of New York,

18156-1819,
Demoeratic Uniled States Senator,
1828-1829,

1821-1828,

Governor of New Yo

Secretary of State in Jackson’s Cab-
:net, 1829-1831,

Democratic United States Congress-
m.l.'l'lu IH-IT'

Governor of "I"i inin; 1526-1827.

Demoeratie United States Senator,
1827-1836.

Wh!g Viee President of United States,

H41,
Wh Progident of United States,
1 l-lB‘ﬂ.

Elected to Confedarate Congress, |
1

801,

1800—Millard Fillmore—1874
Buprsab T N Logi
presentative in New Yo i
Whig " Lmuf:ms'mu C
ﬁa 1035, 1807-1848, T
W‘hig Vice President of United States,

eﬁﬂ_ﬁmdnnt of United States,

1804—Franklin Plerce—1869
Fourteenth President
Heprosentative In  New Hampshire
eginlature, 1820-1838,
Democratie t"nltﬂl States Senator,

1837-1842.
Democratie  President of TUnited
Stotes, 18031857,
1791 —James Huehlnm—im
R e B Doty thid Tk
epresentative in Pen
lature, 1614-1816. o
Federalist United States Congress-
m-“y Isht tm‘.
Minister to Russin, 1932-1884,
Demosratio Unlu& States Senator,
1834- 1845,
Secrvtary of State in Polk's Cabinet,
1845-1849,
Minister to Great Britain, 1853-18586,
Democratic  President of United
Siates, 1B57-1881.
lm—nhrm- Linealn—1865

R i i I.n Mlinols Legisla

epresontative 1} ture,

faaq-IME

Whir United
1847-1R4K.

Re}mhlf et Prenident of United States,

Uninn Pn-alftel:t of United States,

States Congreasman,

This nf six presidents who
would u“f:" .ﬁ-om eivil strife
were avenly diﬂ-:lud ag far as political
affilintions wm coneerned; three were
Democrats and thres h

been ussociated with the Wh

thres
over against two Whigs. It is interest-
ing to note to what extent these presi-
dents participated in the affairs of the
ng the trying times
through which l.hu country was then
passing.

Van Buren lived but a shm time
the administration of
was well under way. He died on July
, 1862, He had been the utiurla
candidate for thutmd hﬂm
running ¢n an an very platform,
but was defested.

John Tyler lived but ten manths

it
EZ

=

after Lincoln was insugurated, bat in
that brief od he iven unmiu-
takable ovidence as

to his tgamt
view. He was'n drula
convention in 1861; o dn]a ate Lo t.lw
Confederata Prmriliuml in
1861; and was olected to the
erate Cor the same year, but dud
January 24, 1802, before asgemb-
ling of the congress at lil:hmmd.

. When Lincoln was enroute to Wash-

they attended church together, Al-
thongh Fillmore waa sixty-one years

of mge when the war began, he com-
A eorps nfhumegunmaur-
ing the war,

Franklin Pierce, in his innugural ad
dress on March 4, 18068, dﬁnnum&d
glavery agitation and maintained the
conutitutionality of slavery. He select-
ed Jefferson Davis as Secretary of
War in his eabinet, and Davis served
for fm:r %.!uri, Jumes Huchanan was

inister to Great Britain dnrmg
lmt ld'minintrl:tim. Pieree held
“the institutlon of l]l'!'!tg
bedded in nnd guarantesd by the Com
stitution of United States, and
that therefore it was the duty of the
National Government to protect it. In
the 1560 election he favored Breckin-
ridge over Dooglas. On April 21, 1865,
e nddressed a mass meeting st Con-
cord, New Hampshire, and
people to sustain the Gnvernmmt

nit the Confederacy.

After hin successor, Abrabam Lin-
coln, was inaugurated, Bucharan ro-
turned to hls home at Lancaster,
Pennsylvania. He took little active
part in national affalrs, but supparted
ns a private citizen the maintenance of
E}m war for the preservation of the

nion,



