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MY ANCESTORS—A. LINCOLN

My grandfather’s christian nams was Abraham. He
had four brothers: Isaae, Jacob, John, and Thomas. They
were born in  Pennsylvania and came from Berks
{County). The lineage has been traced no farther back
than this. An effort to identify them with the New Eng-
land family of the same name ended in nothing more
definite than a similarity of christinn names in both fami-
lies; such as Enoch, Levi, Mordecai, Solomon, Abraham,
and the like. The family were originally Quakers though
in later times they have fallen from the peculiar habits
of that people.’

Grandfather and some if not all the others in early life
removed to Rockingham County, Virginia. So far as known
the descendants of Jecob and John are still in Virginia.
Isgae went to & place where Virginia, North Carolina, and
Tennessee join and his descendants are still in that region.
Thomas came to Kentucky to Fayette County, I think,
where as I understand, after many years he died, whence
his descendants went to Missouri.

I remiember a long time ago seeing Austin and Dawvis
Lineoln said to be sons of Hannaniel or Hannaneal Lin-
coln who was said to have been cousin of my grandfather.

My paternal grandfather, Abraham Lincoln, emigrated
from Rockingham County, Virginia, to Kentucky, about
1781 or 2, where a year or two later, he was killed by
Indians, not in battle, but by stealth, when he was laboring
to open a farm in the forest.! The story of his death and
of Uncle Mordecai, then fourteen wears old, killing one
of the Indians is the legend more strongly than all others
imprinted upen my mind and memory. Grandfather laft
a widow, three sons and two daughters. His family re-
sided in Washington County, Kentucky.

The eldest son, Mordeeai, remained in Kentucky till 1ate
in life when he removed to Haneock County, Illinois, whera
soon after he died and where several of his descendanta
still remain. My Uncle Mordecai had thres sons: Abra-
ham, James, and Movdecai. His two zons there now (1848)
are Abraham and Mordecai and their post office is La

Harpe.

The second zon, Josiah, farther back than my recollec-
tion went from Kentucky to a place on Blue River, now
within Haneock County, Indiana. I have not heard from
him in a great many years and whether he is now living
I cannot say. Ay recollection of what 1 have heard is
that he has several daughters and only one son, Thomas.
Their poat oifice is Corydon, Harrison County, Kentucky.
I aften saw Unele Mordecai, and Uncle Josiah but once in
niy life, but I never resided near either of them.

The eldest sister, Mary, married Ralph Crume in Wash-
ington County, Kentucky, and some of her descendants are
known to be in Breckinridee County, Kentucky. The see-
ond sister, Nancy, married Willilam Brumfield and her
family are not known to have left Kentucky.

Thomas, my father, the youngest son, was born in
Rockingham County, Virginia. By the very early death
of his father and the very narrow circumstances of his
mother, even in childhood he was a wandering laboring

boy, and grew up literally without en education. He
never did more than to bunglingly write his own name,
Before he was grown he passed one year as a hired hand
with his Uncle Isanc on Watauga, a branch of the Holston
River. I have often heard my father speak of his Unele
Isaac residing at Watauga. Getting back into Kentucky
and having reached his twenty-eighth year he married
Nancy Hanks in the year 1806. She was also bern in Vir-
ginia; and relatives of hers by the name of Hanks and of
other names now reside in Coles, in Macon, and in Adams
County, Illinois, also in Adams County, Iowa, John Hanka
who now engineers the “rail enterprise” at Decatur is &
first cousin of my mother. My parents were of undis-
tinguished or second families perhaps I should say,

Father removed to what is now Epencer County, In-
diana, in the Autumn of 1816, The removal was partly on
account of slavery but chiefly on account of difficulty with
land titles in Kentucky. In the Autumn of 1818, on Oec-
tober 6, my mother died.

A year afterwards my father married Mrs. Sally Johns-
ton at Elizabethtown, Kentucky, a widow with three
children of her first marriage. She proved a good and
kind mother to me. There were no children of this see-
ond marriage. My father’s residence continued in the
same place in Indiana until 1830,

March 1, 1830, my father and family, with the families
of the two daughters and sons-in-law of my stepmother,
left the old homestead in Indiana and came to Ilinois.
Our mode of conveyance was wagons drawn by ox-teams
and I drove one of the teams. We reached the County of
Macon, and stopped there some time within the month
of March. My father and family settled a new place on
the north side of the Bangamon River, at the junction of
the timberland and the prairie, about ten miles westerly
from Decatur,

The soms-in-law were temporarily settled in other
places in the county, In the autumn all hands were greatly
afflicted with ague and fever to which they had not been
used and by which they were greatly discouraged, so much
so that they determined on leaving the county, They re-
mained, however, through the succeeding winter of the
very celebrated “deep snow" of Illinois.

My father with his own family and others mentioned,
had, in pursuance to their intention, removed from Macon
to Coles County. He is still living in Coles County, Illi-
nois, being in the seventy-first year of his age (1848). His
post office is Charleston, Coles County, Illinois®

1. The Berkas County Lincolnas now are known to have been doseond-
nnts of the New England Lincolns.

2. Duly authorized records now ostablish grandfather Linecln®s
death In 1758,

8. Thomns Lincoln disd January, 1851,

Editar's Nole—Thls number of Linecoln Lors contalns the ficst of a
seriea of autoblographical sketehes compiled from the writings of
Abraham Lincoln which will appear from time o time In this balletin,
Every word weed Is just as Lincoln wrole it with the excoption of
substitutlng the firet person for the third person ms uwsed by Lincoln
in the sketehes he prepared for John L. Seripps in 1859. L AW,



