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THE BIRTHPLACE CABIN OF ABRAHAM LINCOLN

The story of Abraham Lincoln’s nativity, as it iz usual-
ly presented, has contributed much to the legendary
aspects of the Tolk lore which has grown up with refer-
ence to his early years. The surroundings of the Lincoln's
Kentucky cabin and o stable in BDethlchem of Judea have
often been dezcribed with striking similarity. No dwelling
place in all the world is more quickly associated with a
historical character than the house of logs which has been
used in many lands as a symhbol of opportunity,

While il is admitted that Lincoln was born in a ane-
room log eabin withdrawn from the centers of population,
it iz equally true that the home was no more humble than
the hirthplaces of thousands of boys who helped to shape
the destinies of the new nation. In fact this Lincoln birth-
place cabin might be exhibited as a typieal pionesr resi-
dence at the beginning of the Nineteenth Century.

The oceupants of this abode have been done a great in-
justice when sel apart as the rifiraff of the western fron-
tier. They were no more illiterate than the vast majority
of brave people who first settled in the wilderness, It is
true that they were subjected to the privations of both
body and mind that all the pioneera sulTered, but these
parents gave to Abrahem Lincoln a home environment as
helpiul and wholesome asz that enjoyed by the averape
pioncer boy.

The eabin originally stood on a tract of land which
Thomas Lineoln had purchased from William Bush in
1808, It was not sitoated on 2 squatters domain as has
often been alleged. The Lincoln land was in that part of
Hardin County, Kentucky, that later became LaRue
County, The home place was three miles south of Hod-
gen's Mill, around which mill the town of Hodgenville
was later to apring up. The immediate site of the eabin
was near-by a spring called Sinking Spring. It faced
west on the old Cumberland Road which passed directly
in-front of the cabin.

1t is likely that the cabin was already standing on the
farm whon Thomas Lincoln booght it. If he had built a
new cabin upon the land he would have been more relue-
tant to leave it two years later and move to another farm
on the same road eight miles north of the birthplace loca-
tion. Of thiz fact we are certain, Abraham Lincoln lived
in the cabin in which he was born but two years.

While land tranzsctions indicate that there were jm-
provements on the Lincoln farm after the Lincoln’s re-
moval, it was nobt until 1852 that a direct reference was
mecle to a dwelling on the property. A deed made at this
time referved to “the spring where the said Horne now
Hves.," Eight diTerent owners had been in possession of
the farm and eabin after the Lincoln's left and previous
to the purchase by Horne.

The firat person to take an interest in preserving the
old cabin wag Dr. George Rodman, a practicing physician
and an admirer of Lineoln, who owned property one mile
north of the Lincoln farm., Some time after Lincoln’s
election to the presidency, alter paying a visit to Lincoln

in Washington, Rodman purchased the birthplace eabin of
the Prosident from Richard Creal and had it moved to his
own farm.

The next indlvidual who showed an interest in the cabin
wits A, W. Denette, of New York, who purchased the
eabin from John Davenport, then the owner of the Rod-
man property. Denette also purchased that part of the
original Lincoln farm containing the famous spring and
old home site. He moved the cabin back to the farm, but
rebuilt it on an elevation just back of where it stoad at
the time of Lincoln’s birth.

_The ecabin was destined to occupy this site but a short
time before being removed by Denette for exhibition
purposes and it was shown at many different points
throughout the countvy, including the Nashville Cen-
tennial in 1894 and at the Bulfale Exposition as late as
1801. When Denectte started to move the cabin from
place to place, he had each of the one hundred and forty-
three logs numbered, go Lthat they might be put together
correatly with each log in its place. After its long exhi-
bition itinerary it was acquired by David Creer and
stored in the old PofTenhausen mansion on Long Island.

The Lincoln Farm Asszocviation acquired possession of
the cabin in 1906, and it was shipped to Louisville, Ken-
tueky, the same veur, where it was exhibited at the Louis-
ville Home Coming eclebration. Tt was then put in stor-
age In the eity until 1909 when it was shipped to Hodgen-
ville and reconsiroeted for the exercizes ﬂ.ITﬁllgElf in
honor of the one hundredth anniversary of Linecoln's
birth. At this time there was laid the cornerstone of the
structore whieh was especially designed to house the
tﬂshi_n. ‘ﬁnw the coremonies the logs were returned to

ouisville,

The building plannod to enclose the cabin was arected
on the elevation where Denette placed the rebuilt eabin
in 1804, When the memorial building was completed in
1611, the cabin was reconstructed within its walls, where
it has since remained.

Exposed to the elements for many years and subject
te hard usage with being moved about the country, it is
reasonable to expect that much replacing of logs would
be necessary. This dees not necount, however, for the
mutilation of the exbin which toek place after it had been
preserved for a hundrad years,

The foundation prepared for the ¢énbin, when it stood
on the Rodman farm, and which now supports a frame
building, measures eighteen by sixteen feet. This was the
usunl size of a one-room log cabin in those days and this
was undoubtedly the zize of the original Lincoln eabin.
Az now reconstructed within the memorial building, how-
ever, it measures but seventeen by thirteen feet, The logs
of one foot in frontage can be accounted for by the squar-
ing off of the ends of the logs which had deteriorated but
the loss of three feet in the width of the stracture was
evidently a mutilation of a different character:

It iz greatly to be regretted that the eabin now pre-
served at the Linecoln Dirthplace Farm near Hodgenville
leaves the impression thal the home oceupied by the Lin-
colns was inferior to other pioneer dwellngs, and it fur-
ther contributes to the unwarranted concluzion that the
family lived onder more unfaverable circumstances than
their neighbora. The surroundings of Abraham Lincoln at
birth did not differ in any respect from the conditions
existing in thousands of ploneer cabins on the frontier in
the year 1209,



