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LINCOLN'S SYMPATHY FOR WIDOWS

On Thanksgiving Day, 1864, Lydia Bixby, a widow
living in Bosion, Massachusetts, received a letter from
Abraham Lincoln, in which he expressed his sympathy
for the great loss she had suffered by the gift of her sons
on the field of battle. The letter, according to one British
authority, is now looked upon as “the most eloguent
dietion extant."

When Woodrow Wilson hind ocension to send a message
of eondolence to the mothers of the marines who died at
Vera Crugz, he could think of no finer sentiment than that
expressed by Linecoln in the Bixby letter; and he requested
copies of thia letter be forwarded as the truest ression
of his feelings., Henry Wallerson pronounced Lincoln's
correspondence to Mrs., Bixby “the most sublime letter
ever penned by the hand of man"

Executive Mansion,
Washington, Nov. 21, 1864,
To Mrs. Bixby, Boston, Mass,
Dear Madam:

I have been shown in the files of the War Depart-
ment a statement of the Adjutant General of Massa-
chusciis thait you are the mother of five sons who
have died gloriously on the field of battle. 1 feel how
weak and fruitless must be any word of mine which
should attempt (o beguile you from the grief of a loss
so overwhelming. Bul I cannol velvain from tender-
ing i:u the consolation that may be found in the
thanks of the republic they died to save. I p that
our Heavenly Father may nssunge the anguish of
your bercavement, and leave you only the cherished
memory of the loved and lost, and the solemn pride
that must be yours to have laid so costly a sacrifice
upon the altar of freedom.

Yours very sincerely and respectfully,
A. Lincoln

A Widow's Lasi Son
A widow who may have been just ns deserving of con-
dolence ns the Widew Bixby was mentioned in a note
Lincoln sent to Secretary Stanton on July 15, 1862, sug-
gesting an appointment for the woman's only remaining
son. A part of the letter follows:

My dear Bir: This young ma K. Pom-
eroy—is the son of one of the best women | ever knew
—a widow who has lost all her other children, and
has cheerfully given this one to the war, and devetes
herself exclusively to norsing our sick and wounded
soldiers—I wish to do something for him.

A Piteous A
An old lady, presumably a widow, eame to Lincoln on
the last day of the old gm. 1862, with a grievance inst
the government. While any one of many other o
might have handled the case, somehow she was allowed to
¢ a direct appeal to the President. His note to Stanton
tells the story:

Dear Sir: Yesterday n piteous appeal was made
to me by an old lady of ufmtu-l a ce, saying
ghe had, with what she thought sufficient assurance
that she would not be disiu by the government,
fitted up the two south divisions of the old “Duflf
Green” building in order to take boarders, and has
boarders already in it, and others, including members
of Congress, engaged; and that now she is ordered to
be out of it by Saturday, the 3d instant; and that
independently of the roin it birings on her by her lost
outlay, she neither has nor ean find another shelter
for her own head. 1 know nothing about it myself,
but promised to bring it to your notice,

Weeping Widown
On one oceasion there was a large number of deserters
sentenced to be shot and the warrants for their execution

were sent to Mr. Lineoln for his approval. Upon his re-
fusal to sign the warrants he was approached by a mili-
tary officer and eriticized for his refusing Lo support mili-
tary discipline. After Lincoln heard the general through,
he replied, “There are too many weeping widows in the
United States now. For God's sake, don't nsk me to add
to their number; for I tell you I won't do it."

Patrenage for Widows
There was called to Lincoln's attention on July 24, 1863,
two cazes where widows of fallen soldiers were seckin
terships. His reaction to these als s £
in a memorandum to Postmaster General [ﬁr:
8ir: Yesterday little indorsements of mine went to
¥ou in two cases of masterships soaght for wid-
ows whose hushands have fallen in the battles of this
war. These cases occurring on the same day brought
me to reflect more attentively than I had belore done,
as to what is fairly due from us here in the dispens-
ing of patronage toward the men who, by fighting our
battles, hear the chief burden of saving omr country.
My conclusion is that, other claims and qualifecations
heing equal, they have the better right; and this is
especially applicable to the disabled soldier and the
deceased soldier’s family.

A Widow's Son Cleared
There are many instanees where Lincoln as a lawyer be-
friended widows. Possibly the best-known incident was
hig coming to the rescue of the Widow A.rm'trnnﬁ'n mon
“Duff” whom he cleared of the charge of murder. His lot-
ter to Hannah Armstrong follows:
Dear Mrs. Armstrong: I have just heard of your
deep affliction, and the arrest of your son for murder,
I ean hardly believe that he can be capable of the
erime alleged against him. It does not seem possible.
I am anxious that he shoold be given a fair trinl at
any rate; and gratitude for your long-continued kind-
ness to me in adverse circomstances prompis me to
offer my humble services gratuitously in his behalf.
It will alford me an cippwtnlllr to requite, in a
small degree, the favors I received at your hand, and
that of your lamented hoshand, when vour roof af-
forded me a gratelul shelter, without momey and
withoul priece.
Mother of Six Fatherless Childrin
A pmgju:tive client once presented a situation to Lin-
coln in which he hoped to recover a sum of money which
he alleged was due him by the widow of a man against
whom he had a claim. This was Lincoln's reply in part:
“T could set a neighborhood at logger heads, distress a
widowed mother and six fatherless children and get you
the $800, which, for all I know, she has as good a right
to as you have; but I will not do it.”
Lineoln's Widowed Stepmother
After the death of his father, Abraham Lincoln became
the goardian, £0 to speak, of his stepmother whose own
son was endeavoring to get possession of her property.
He wrote:
Dear Brother:
Your proposal about selling the east forty acres of
land is all that I want or could elaim for mysell; but
I am not satisfied with it on mother's account. [ want
her to have her living, and I feel that it is my duty,
to some extent, to =e¢ that she is not wronged . ...
You propose to sell it for three hundred dollars, take
one hundred away with you, and leave her two hun-
dred at 8 per cent, making her the enormons sum of
16 dollars & year. Now, if you are satisfied with treat-
ing her in that way, I am not. It is true, that you are
to have that forty for two hundred dollars, at
mother's death; but you are not to have it before.



