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LINCOLN'S MANUAL FOR STUDENTS 

Abr:thnnt J.tnc:uln states in nn nutobiogrnphlcol sketch 
he pr ·purc<l thnt h was "n~.:ver in a college or ncadrmy 
ns a stuch nt nm.l nl~Vf'r mside of a college or ncademy 
~ mlding" unt l he storted to practice law. 1-l•a oldt:at 
on. h w ' r .ltt<' dt"d Ph1llips Acad.-..my at Exet~:r, ~ew 

II r p h •o, and Inter graduoted from llarvard. 

~ me " ry mterc-s mg aphorism!! aelec:ted from r,·n· 
c n' wntanp nnd &pe<.-chu '"ill re,·eal how cl~arly he 
appreeaatcd h ''alu of an educat on and the attitude of 
m:nd nee aaary 1f one 1a to ach:eve. 

Truth 11 your true t friend. 
T l'At•ring gena us d sdnins a beaten path. 
Fret• lnhor i"'dsts on universal education. 
lf you an• cluing wt•ll, you better stick to it. 
All ('rt.•ntlmt is n mine and every n1an a miner. 

it. 

\V(• nn• in. hut Atick or go through must beth!' word. 
If I foil it will he for ln<k of ability, and not of purpo•e. 
I think th<• nl'ceasity of being ready increases-look to 

The littl• he has done com"" to nothing for want of 
fln1shmll. 

I brmg a henrt ain«rely devoted to the work you desire 
I should do. 

"hen 11 man does what he thinks is right, be does th• 
be!lt he can. 

I han" great rf.".!lpect tor the ~emieolon; it ia a mighty 
handy little fellow. 

1 do not think much of a man who is not wiser todny 
than hl' wns ycat('rdn)-•. 

He.• c.·un romprraP. the moMt words into the smnJleat ideaa 
of nny mun 1 cv<'t' m<'t. 

I fl. hull, wh4'11 tho tinw comes, try to do right, in view of 
nil th<• lights th<n before me. 

Ad,·nnc 'hl(:nt improvement in condition-is the order 
of thmga In a aoclet> of equals. 

Like "'ood for ox.bowa, they are merely being aoaked 
in at preparatOr)" to the bending. 

1 must gatn my contldt,;n« in my own ability to kttp 
m) rcsotv('S "ht:n they are made~ 

I do the Tcr) b...,t I know how, the very beat I ran, and 
J mr-an to k.-, p rloing ao until the end. 

He hao abundant talent-quite enough to occupy all 
Ins tunt without d' voling any to temprr. 

'Ve cun atu:et l'd only hy concert. It is not, "Can any ot 
u~ imnginc better'{" l>ut, "Can we all do better?" 

t lwo'" nothing so plt"tt~lu;t to thl• nund n" h d1 
('uv r): of unything that ia at once DC!\\ and valun Jl . 

Every blade o! grass i~ o. atudy; and to pr duce l\\ 
h re th r \\HS but one IS bOth a profit un4 a p' u 

If ) ou falter and g v• up, > ou will lose the power f 
k pang any resolution, and wtll rerret tt all your lite. 

I am b n, I muot do thc b<st I ran, and bear the rosp n 
1 ~I ty of tak.ng the course" bach I f•cl I ou11ht to Ulke 

Allow me to beg that for your take, tor my sake, and 
tor thL' country's eake, you live your \\.hOle attf'ntion to 
the better work. 

\V~ proposed to give all n chanc<.', and wo expected the 
weak to grow stronger, the ignorant wiser, and all better 
und huppier together. 

Th~ victor will eoon l'e vantiUi,.hed If ho relax in his 
cxc.•rtion; and lhe vnnquiRhl•d this yf'nr may be the victor 
next year in spite of all competition. 

Eduration-eoltivatcd thought-can beat b< combined 
"'ith agricultural labor, or any labor, on the principle of 
thorough work-carelea.a, halt·pcrformt'd, alo·Hnl)· work 
makes no place for aucb combination. 

By a eoune o! reasoning Euclid provea that all the 
an11lea of a triangle arc equal to two right angles; and 
now, if you want to disprove that propoaition, would you 
prove it false by calling Euclid a liar! 

l most cheerfully and truly declare that the failure 
of the undertaking has not lowu~d you a particle, while 
the qualities which you develOJH'd in the effort have 
gn.ontly heightened you in my caUmntion. 

As the Author of mnn mak~l" vvrry individuol with one 
hrnd and one pair of hand•. it Ia probably intended that 
heads and hands should cooperate aa fdcnds, and that 
tht part1cular head should dinet and control that paar of 
hands. 

There are t\\·o wa)o .. of establ...ahine a proposit on. 
One is by trying to d~monatrate it upon rto.ason, and th• 
othf'r ,s to show that g~at mrn in f"lrmt't' time-a hav 
thought •o and so. and thus to pus t b) the we ;;h' ! 
pure authority. 

That every man may rcceh·e at least n. moderate educn· 
taon, and thl"'r\.'by be enah1r•d to rf'nd tht' hi8toriea of h s 
own und other countrie'!l, by wha•h he may duty nppre 
cinte the vnlue of our fr ·' tnstitutlona, appeure to l c nn 
objt•rt of vital importance. 


