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Inasmuch as the program giving the
cast of characters for “Our American
Cousin™ was probably the last printed
announcement which Lineoln held in
his hand, it has had an unusual sen-
timental value.

Every collector of Lincolniana has
hoped that at some time he might
own a copy of a Ford's Theatre play
bill distributed on the day of the
Fresident's assassination. An attempt
to satisfy this desire has been made
at wvarious times by the printing of
facsimiles which in many instances
have been accepted as authentie.

Many vears ago The Boston Tran-
seripl, desiring to advise people that
many of the copies of the play hills
locked upon as original were but fac-
gimiles, attempted to draw certein
marks of distinetion between the orig-
inals and the facsimiles. This article
geemed to be such an imPurtant con-
tribution that it was reprinted by The
Magazine of History in their Rare
Lincolniana Issue No. 3.

Many who read the article, after
checking up on their copies of the play
hill, were surprised to find that, se-
cording to the description given, what
they had supposed to be one of the
originals was but a facsimile. Appar-
ently the deductions of the contributor
of the article were never questioned
and the cherished relic was laid aside
zs undesirable,

The Lincoln National Life Founda-
tion owns a play bill which it has
every reagon to believe is an original
adition but which iz eclassified by the
Trenscript article as an early reprint.
This diffevence of opinion as to the
peculiarities of the original copy i re-
spongible for the conclusions pre-
sented.

The Fiest Edition

The TFord's Theatre play bill for
“Friday Evening, April 14, 1865,” an-
nounced the “Benefit and Last Night
of Miss Laura Keene," who would ap-
pear in “Tom Tayler's Celebrated Ee-
centric Comedy Our American Cou-
gin." The bill was printed as usual ¢n
poor paper with no special attention
given to discerding worn type.

In the printing of the bills, appar-
ently in an attempt to get the proper
adjustment for the pauge pins in the
proceszs of printing, the type wes flat-
tencd at both places where it came in
contact with the pins. In the third
line of type the final figure was made
indiscernible, the end of the rale un-
der it was shortened and the two last
letters in the word “mandager,” in the
fifth line, were also crushed in the
same process.

FORD’S THEATRE PLAY BILLS

The mutilation at the other point in
the type where the guage pin mode
contact is found in the printed cast
of players. It flattened the final letter
o' in the name Keene, the final “¢"
in the name Dyott just under it, the
letter “k" in the name Hawk, and also
the letter "y in the name Gourlay.

There was also one other very no-
ticeable defect in the printing which
was eyvidently due to worn type. In
the name Laura Keene which reached
deross the sheet the down stroke of
the final eapital “E"™ failed to print
clearly. The mutilations at all of these
points were allowed to go without
changing the type.

At the foot of the bill there ap-
peared five lines as follows:

THE PRICES OF ADMISSION

L T SRR e SR v s 5100
Diress Circle and Parquette..... .75
Fomily (CHele .. covsmmnnmnmne 0B
Private Boxes ....... «os .56 and $10

J, R. FORD, Business Manager

H. Polkinhorn, Printers, 1), Streect
near Tth, Washington, I, C.

The Second Edition

Some time during the morning of
April 14, after the regular bills had
been printed, it was learned that
President Lincoln and his wife would
attend the performanee that night
and that they would alpmhahly be ac-
Eq:}lpﬂl‘liﬂd by General Grant and his
wife,

General Grant had appeared before
few Washington audiences and his
late wvictories which had clozed the
war made him a favorite with the
people. It was undoubtedly due to the
announcement that he would likely be
present that the m ement of the
theatre decided to strike off another
bill largely in his honor, The form
which had been used for printing the
regular bill was still standing and it
was decided to eliminate some unnec-
egznry lines and include a "Patriotic
Song and Chorus” entitled “Honor to
our Soldiers”

The eliniinating and condensing of
type in the standing form made nec-
essary by this inclusion of the poem
caused the names of “Mr. John Dyott"
and “Mr. Harry Hawk" which had oc-
cupied three lines in the original copy
to be reduced to one line by leavin
out the "Mr." before each name an
eliminating all unnecessary space. In
the east of characters the nome “Ras-
per, & groom" was eliminated alto-
gether. The lines giving the price of
admiszion at the bottom of the hill
and the manager's name which fol-

lowed were omitted, but the printer
gaw to it that his line mmainedp in the

COpY.

The soldier’s zong was inzerted di-
rectly under the cast of characters,
The mutilated letters in the third and
fifth lines of the bill were allowed to
remain, but the damaged type in the
printing of the cast of characters was
replaced as well as the large worn
final “E" in the name Keene,

This second edition is the one used
on the night of the performance but
many of the first edition had been dis-
tributed so that there were two differ-
ent bills in the hands of the guests of
the theatre that night.

Reprints

If any reprints were made the next
lay, as has often been alleged, it is
]Ikﬁiy that the type already set con-
taining the soldier’s song would be
used for that purpose but it is diffi-
cult to identif]v such reprints and it is
very doubtful if such copies were
made, It is guite likely that some of
the earlier first edition prints were
available after the second edition had
been printed and used the night be
fore and these might have been dis-
tributed on April 15.

One of the most widely cireulatéd
reprints inserts immediately under
the line "Friday Ewvening, April 14,
1B65," these words in three lines:

THIS EVENING
The Performance will be honored by
the presence of

PRESIDENT LINCOLN

This insertion was made in order
that the bill might be sssoviated di-
rectly with Linceln but there is no
good evidence that it was printed un-
til sometime after the assassination
of the President.

With the exception of the notice
about the President, the bill is copied
from the first edition but in the line
containing the words “Bourcicault's
Sensational Drama”™ two changes in
spelling are noted: “Boucicault’s Sen-
sation Drama.” The printer in some
instances is L, Brown: snd there is
also one similar to it by H. Polkin-
horn & Son, who do not make the mis-
takes in spelling but reproduce the
line mentioned above as it appears in
the original.

This is not an attempt to list the
very many facsimiles which have been
printed from the first and gecond adi-
tiu{rs but will aliow one to identify
either originol copy as well as re-
}a;;qtﬁ of the two used on April 14,
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