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L~COLN IN NEW ENGLAND 
Abraham Lin~oln's first Am~"ric:m ancestor with the 

name Lincoln settled in New England. The last male de· 
);Cendant of President Lincoln bearing the family name 
died in New England. Thus the story of eight generations 
of Amerie<l.n Lincolns opens and closes in a New England 
•etting. 

Abraham Lincoln made two visits to New England, one 
in 1848 and the other in lSGO, sevcnty.five years ago this 
month. One was a political mission in th{'l interest of the 
\Vhig l;,nrt)·; and the other, which had as its objective a 
visit to his son, Hobert, then in school in New Hampshire, 
should o.l.so be set down to Lincoln's politic.nl advantage. 

It is the purpo-se of this bulletin to enumerate each town 
where Lincoln Rpoke, the date of the meeting, the place 
where the gathering was held, and also some brief news­
paper comment about how he was received. 

THE 1848 ITINERARY 
\Vorcester, Ma~sachus~tts 

Septeml><!r 12, 13-City Rail and Fo•tcr St. Station 
''He spoke in a clear and cool and very eloquent manner 

!or an hour and a half, carrying the audience with him in 
hi~ able argument$ and briHiant illu~taat.ions-only inter­
rupted by warm and frequent npplau>e."-Jloslo>t Ad· 
rcrtisrr. 

!\ew Bedford, MassachuJ~etts 
September 14-Liberty Hall 

Lincoln was the guest of Hon. Joseph Grinnell , but no 
account of the re-:lclion to his addre!iS was found. 

Boston. )las.sachusetts 
~eptember 15-Washingtonian Hall 

"They were adclrcsscd b~· the Hon. Abraham Lincoln of 
IHinois, in a ~pcceh of nn hour and a half. which for sound 
t·ea~oning, cogent argument, and keen satire, we hnvc sel­
dom heard equaled." 

Lowell, 'tassachusettR 
September 16-City Hall 

Linroln was th<" gue!-it of Linus Child but no account or 
how he \1.tas rert'ived i~ rtvnilnblC". 

Dorchester, ~lassa.chu'-:etts 
September 18-Richmond Hall 

Richmond Hall wa~ lhc place where Lincoln spoke here, 
and NathaniA} F. Safford, wh() lived at Dorchester Lower 
Village, entertained Lincoln and was respom;ible for his 
f-pf>.aking ut Dorchester. 

Chel•ea, Massachusetts 
September 19-Gerrish Hall 

"The Hon. Abraham Lincoln made n t::pccch which for 
optness of illustration, .solidity of argument and genuine 
cloquenfc is hard to beat."-Boatou Atla..i. 

Cambridge, Mossochusett• 
Reptember 20-City Hall 

No account of the r!'nciion of Lincoln nt Cambridge is 
:wailnb1e, although the Crmtbritlgr Chrouicfc gave notice 
of the meeting. 

Dedham, ~~a~,:;achuRett!1 
September 2D-Tempcl'ance Hall 

"'I am engag!"d to $>pcuk at Cumbridge tonight,' he snid, 
'antl I mu~t leave.' The whole nuclience seemed to rise in 
prote t. 'Oh, no! Go on! Finish!' were heard on every 
hand but Lincoln was inexorable." 

Taunton, MaS!!achusetts 
September 21-Union Hall 

"'Ir. Lincoln is well vtr~cd in the political tactics of the 
W<'!-lt{'t'n country. His spcl"Ch was full of humor nnd was 
mninl)• devoted I<> the political cnu•• of Mr. Van Buren 
anrl the Free Soil Party." 

Boston, MnHsachu!:'etts 
iieptember 22-Tremont Temple 

"He addri'~Cd thP nudi(nc~ in n mo~t forcibl<' nr'd ron­
\'incing SJJC'C'('h whirh drew down lhunders of npplau:-e."­
Bof(ton C<w.ricr. 

THE 1860 ITll\ERARY 
Providence, Rhode IAinnd 

February 28-Railroad Hnll 
"He abounds in good humor nnd pleasant satire and 

oft.cn give-., a witty th1·ust that cuts like a Damascus blade. 
Dut he docs not aim chiefly nt fun. Hl• strives rather to 
~:how by plain simple and cogent r<-asoning thnt. his posi­
tions are impregnable and he carricH his audiences with 
him as he deserves t.o."-Prot•idotcc Journal. 

Concord, New Hampshire 
)Iorch 1-

"A political speech of grcat<'r power has rnt·ely if ever 
been uttered in the capital of New Han'lpshire."-Co·ncord 
Statt'Snt.an~ 

DoYer, New Hampshire 
March 2-City Hall 

"Never in thi~ !'tate was there such a powerful, thor­
ough and statcsmanlik~ <"Xpo:.:ition of political parties, 
and such an able declaration of Republican principles." 

Exeter, New Hampshire 
March 3-Town Hall 

This town wht:>re Rob~::-t Linroln ''-'US in ~chool was the 
rMI objerlivc of the NlFtern trip, but no pres:-; acrount of 
the 1;pccch made here is available. 

Uartfo1·d, Connecticut 
"arch 5-City Hall 

"The •peech of Mr. Lincoln at City Hall lnst night wa' 
the most convincin~ und cleare~t speech we have ever 
heard made."-Hnrt{Ortl Courant. 

1\ew Haven, Connedicut 
March G-l'nion Hall 

"A~ Mr. Lincoln euncludL"d hi~ nddrcs~ there wa~ wit· 
nes=<<'d the wild('~·t ~cc·nc of cnthusin:-;m and cxci tement 
that has bHn in New Hav<.'n for years."-The Palladium. 

.t1eridinn, Connecticut 
March 8-Town Hall 

uHis cJear st.'\tCment, irre~btible logic, perfectly can­
did, cou1·teous und honL·st manner, <"nrrictl conviction of 
the truth of Republican principJes to many we believe, 
while his side. splittirg humor well entertained even those 
who hated his doctrines."-Nrw H<H1eu Palladium. 

"\Voonsocket, Rhode Isl and 
March 8-Harris Hall 

"The great ch::ullpion of Illinois has bccom~ as much of 
a favorite in New England a!' he i~ in his own statc."­
Providencc Jol(rua.l. 

Norwich, Connecticut 
March 9-Town Hall 

"}lr. Lincoln showed up the fnliacy of ~hw<'ry nt 1t:·ngth 
und then marlc a nu,nly inJico.tion of t.hc principle~ of the 
RC'publicnn Party .... 114' wns li~ttmed to with unflaggins:: 
attention.''-Norwic/: Hu.llt>tin. 

Bridg('port. Connecticut 
March 10-WIU!hington Hall 

Lincoln wAr; entet·t.1ined bv ~Ir. Charles F. \Vood. Here 
he mnde his last spe-ech in New F.ngland. 

SourcoMI: Llnt'O)n In N•:"'" Bncl"nd E<JJ.:IMOOn. Abrabnm LlnC"'in In 
Nf'w HllMJ•.~hiN!-- -PAll!!'. T..ini"Qin on lhc- New Havt.on and the D011t.on 
and Albany Railroad--.Jru:!Qblt, 


