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PRELIMINARIES AND AFTERMATH OF THE FIRST INAUGURAL

o officinl state paper was ever preparcd with more
cara or eaution than the first inaugural address by Abra-
liwm Lincoln, yet few manuseripts have brought forth
sch & variety of comments as to their worth and intent.

George L. Prentice, editor of the Loulsville J wrnal,
asked Lincoln for a copy of the inaugural which he was
then writing in Springlicld. Lincoln®s reply to this request
indicates very clearly the many revisions which the his-
torie document passed through before it came to its final
form. An excerpt from the letter follows:

“Yours of the 31st ult. requesting a copy of the inay-
gursl is received. I have the document blocked out; but
in the now rapidly shifting scenes, 1 shall have to hold it
subject to revizion up to near the time of delivery.”

The original draft was set in type by a friend whom
Lincoln entrusted with the manuscript, just before he left
Springfield for Washington. A very few wore Priutad
and only one is known to have passed out of Mr. Lincoln’s
posseasion ©p to the time of the delivery of the address,

At least two men, 0. H. Browning and Secretary Sew-
ard, are known to have read the document eriti and
suggested some changes in the wording of the paper, but
it was Linecoln's own composition. His purpose was ot
chanzed and the idems which he was trying to express
were not qualified by any one, but a happler form of ex-
pression was suggrested in some instances.

Lincoln might have used as a postascript to the docu-
ment a reply made to one of his correspondents a year
befors who had pressed him for the meaning of the
“honse divided” statement. He wrote:

"Look it over earefullv, and conelude I meant all 1 said
and did not mean anything I did not say, and you will
have my meaning."

This same letter in the very next sentence offers an ap-
?:‘npriam trangition to the aftermath of the inanguration.

Jneoln, continuing the letter, advized his correspondent
with reference to the “house divided" question:

“Douglas atlacked me upon this, saying it was a declar-
ation of war béetween slove and free states. You will per-
ccive I sald no such thing, and I assure you I thought of
no such thing."

Dy far the most important reaction to the first inau-
rrural which aPIpeared in the form of an interpretation
was given by Hon, Stephen A. Douglas in the Senate of
the United States, March 6, 1861, His introductory state-
ment follows:

Reaction of Stephen A, Douglas

"1 eannot assent to the construction which the Senator
from North Caralina (Mr. Giingman) has placed upon the
President’s inaugural. 1 have read it earefully, with a
view of ascertaining distinetly what the policy of the Ad-
riinistration is to be. The inauwural is charneterized b
ahility, and by directness on certain points; but with su
reservations end qualifieations as require a critical anal-
veig to arrive at its true construction on other points. I
ive mades such an analysis, and come to the conclusion
ihiat it is a peace offering rather than o war message.
[Taving examined it eritically, I think [ can demonstrate
that there is no foundation for the approhension which
has beon spread throogh the country that this message iz
equivalent to a declaration of war; that it commits the
President of the United States to recapture the forts in
the seceded States, and to hold them at all hazards, o
collect the revenue undar all circumstances, and to execute
the laws in all the States, no matter what may be the cir-
cumstances that surround him. T do not understand that
to be the character of the measage. On the contrary, L
understand it to contain a distinet pledge that the crn‘licr
of the Administration shall be conducted with exclusive
reference to a peaceful solntion of our national difficul-
ties. True, the President indicates a certain line of policy
which he intends to pursue, so far as it mny be consistent

with the peace of the country, but he assures us that this
policy will be modified and coanged whenever nocessury
to a peaceful solution of these difficultiesz

Press Dispatches

New York, New York.—"The all-absorbing topie of con-
versation and speculation to-night is, of courss, the inau-
ural. Republicans of all shades express the utmoest satis-
action with it. Demoerats, while denouncing its treat-
ment of the Southern question, yeot give the author cred:t
for honesty, firmness and patriotic intentions. Among
border States men there is a difference of opinion. Somae
contend that it will strengthen the Union sentiment in
their States, while others clamorously nssert that it wil
drive them out in less than a month. Any one familiar with
Mr. Lincoln's style will at onece concede that the form and
substance of the inaupural is of his own coneoption from
beginning to end. It is now pesitively known, indeed, that
in its preparation he was not nasisted by any one. Thia
independence of thought and action argues well for the
future in the eyes of s friends."

New York, New York—"Conservative Demoerats say
that Mr. Lincoln’s inaugural, in connection with the pio-
Eose& constitutional amendment regardirg slavery in

tates, means peace, and that it will hold the border slave
States with anything like forbearance o¢n the part of
Lincoln toward the sccoding States. Colonel Buroett, of
Kentucky, says the inaugural means war. General Ham-
ilton of Texas, says he feels sad. Mr. Kellogg, of lllinols,
hardly knows what to think, Mr. Spauld ng of New York,
speaks equivocally. Semator Green, of Missourl, has no
opinion to ress alout it. A prominent M ssourian mlso
says every Union Man must Lke its sentiments. New
Yorkers gay the iden of *No boodshed and yet the en-
forcement of {he law' iz boriowed from his predecessor,™

Buffalo, New York—"A more difficult task was never
imposed upon iivi;};; man—the produciion of a document
which should satizfy the Union sentiment of the country
in the glrglaent crisis, and at the same time not afford sddi-
tinna_; to the piowing flames of secession and revolu-
tion.

Louisville, Kentucky.—"In this ¢ity the Union men are
rather favorably impressed but the sympathizers with the
Southern Confederacy think it a declaration of war.”

Raleigh, Nerth Carolina—"The inaugural waz favor-
ably received by the Unionists; They think it does well for
Linceln though they do not approve of all of it. The dis-
unionists are dissatisfied with it."”

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. — “The papers erally
view the inaugural as a mild, theugh firm, exprﬂe‘gsion of
lofty manliness."

Washington.—“Mr. Weed is delighted and even Mr,
Wigfall publicly declares it a most able paper. Ita con-
ciliatory tone and frank outspoben declaration of lovalty
to the whole country enptured the hearts of many here-
tofore -:-p{puaad to Mr, Lincoln. Its {irm ennnciation of pur-

g to fulfil his oath, to mainta’n the Conzlitution and
aws challenges universal respect.”

Chicago, Illinols.—"No document ean be found among
American state papors emboedying more wisdom an
higher patriotism."

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania—"Disereditalile and un-
worthy of the President. A weak declaration of war
against the seceded states. A tiger's claw concealed under
a fur of Sewardism.”

Vicksburg, Misaissippl.—"It i3 resarded unfavorably
and generally considered a silly produetion.”

Montgomery, A'abama—"Mr. Linealn's inangural ad-
dress ia r_&gar-ied hare a3 a virtual deelaratlon of war

against seceding states.”



