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THE WRITTEN AND SPOKEN WORDS OF ABRAHAM LINCOLN

The Bible and Shakespeare have in-
fluenced the literature of the English
gpeaking race to a greater extent than
any other fwo publications. A third
compilation which promises to be a
valuable supplement to this basic
source material is the written and
spoken words of Abraham Lincoln.

It is said that more has been writ-
ten concerning Lincoln than about
any other individonl, Biblical charac-
ters excepted, This vast aceumulation
of hiografhica] data by many authors
in many languages has ohscured to a

t extent a much more important
centribution to literature, namely
Abraham Lincoln's own writings and
sayings.

In 1772 an Englishman residing at
Amsterdam, after three years labor-
ious work on statistical facts about
the Bible including the Apocrypha,
found that it contained 926,877 words.
It iz not known that any such tabu-
lation hus been made of Shakespeare’s
writings, although the gathering of
hiz complete works into one volume
makes possible a fairly accurate esti-
mate of the total number of words in-
cluded, One edition contains 1,280
pages; and, with an average of ltlfla-
proximately 800 words to the page, the
total number for the book would reach
1,024,000 or 97,123 more words than
appear in the Bible. While it is much
more difieult to arrive at a satisfae-
tory total of the number of words al-
resdy in print which can be attributed
to Abraham Lincoln's own writings
and speeches, a total sufficiently acen-
rite for the purpose of this mono-
graph can be obtained. One will he
surprised to learn that the printed
words of Linceln far cutnumber the
words of either the Bible or Shake-
speare,

In tahulating the spoken words and
written documents of Lincoln which
are known to be authentic, it is neces-
gary to consult several different
authors.

Nicolay and Hay

The first and most important ex-
haustive collection of writings is the
two-volume edition by Nicolay and
Hay, publizhed in 1894, This compila-
tion gathered by Lincoln's two seere-
taries became known as The Warks
af Abrakam Linecoln and has always
served as the basic source book for
gtudents of Lineoln. It contains 1,371

ges with an average of approxi-
mately 650 words to o page or a total
of T54,060 words.

Tandy

When the enla Tandy edition of
the MNicolay and Hay publication ap-
peared in 1905, thirty-six pages of
newly dizcoversd letters and doeu-
ments were printed averaging about
250 words to the pape or a total of
H‘,mu.

Lu.}:isl;l}'

There was published also in 1905 an
edition of Lincoln's writings which
contained uiﬁi’-t.een pages of data not
found in either of the Nieolay and
Hay editions, With an' average of
about 250 words to the page the total
contributed in Lapsley’s work amount-
ed to 4,000,

T

A book edited hﬁﬂb&r‘h A, Tracy
in 1917, under the caption Uncollected
Letters of Abraham Lincoln contains
258 pages of authentic Lincoln letters
not appearing in the Micolay and Hay
work, or other compilations, There are
asbout 200 words to the page giving a
total of H0,600.

PUBLISHED WORDS OF LINCOLN

Author Date ‘Waords
Nicolay and Hav._ 1804 754,050
Tandy .....covmmannss 1 908 9,000
Lapsley. ... 1905 4,500
§H e e AT 1917 20,600
Brown ...............1927 1,715
Angle IR, | 112,200
Herlz ... weeree- 1931 146,300

1,078,365

Brown Universily

Brown University issued a book in
1927 containing Lincoln Lelters Hith-
erto Unpublished in the Brown [Uni-
persity Colleetion, The manner in
which the type is distributed in this
seventy-two page book allows a more
accurate estimate of the total contacts
to be made by counting the lines of
Lincoln correspondence of which there
are 245, With an averapge of seven
words to the lines, a total of 1,715 is
reached.

Angle

A very valuable contribution to Lin-
colniana was made in 1830 by Paual
Angle who brought out a compilation
of Lincoln writings and speeches en-
titled New Letters and Papers of
Linesln. None of Angle's printed ma-
terial appeared in previous works.
This book of 374 pages contains, be-
sides the original Linceln writings,
editorial matier which makes the esti-
mate of the purely Lincoln data much
more difficult to ascertain. With all
editorial material deleted, 300 words
to the pape would be a fair estimate
or a total of 112,200,

Hertz

The most recent compilation of orig-
inal Lincoln lotters and documents
was published in 1921 by Emanuel
Hertz. The plan of Mr. Hertz, how-
over, is somewhat different from the
other objectives az he states in his in-
troduction that he has included some
of the letters alveady appearing in
the Angle publication. He also states

that he has reprinted documents and
letters which %nve heretofore been
abbreviated or misprinted. An attempt
has been made to avoid tabulating this
duplicate material with the result that
62 pages have been deducted from the
460 pages of Lincoln's writings, leav-
ing 418 pages of unpublished data,
Figuring 350 words to the page tha
total reaches 146,300,

Summa ‘
The seven publications mentioned
above contributed 1,078,265 words.
Comparing this total with the other
two source books, the Bible and Shake-
speare, we have this summary:

The Bible including the

A B vaia s sei 2B ETT
Shuﬂggmre. Complete i

Works . s AR 1,026,000
Lineoln's Printed Speeches

and Writhngs ... ee0...1,078,8656

Unpublished Manuseripia

There #are three known sources
from which we may expect la addi-
tions of original writings to the total
already compiled.

Robert T. ];‘inm!n, son of the Presi-
dent, presented to the Library of Con-
gress the personal papers of his
father with the understanding that
they were not to be opened for exam-
ination for twenty years after the
donor's death. The collection eomprises
about 10,000 documents, but most of
them were used by Nicolay and Hay
in compiling their publications. There
are many unpublished manuseripts,
however, estimated at 160 folders by
one examiner who has been allowed
to check those not used by Lincoln's
secretaries in  their compilation of
Lineoln writings, It now appears that
this source material will not be avail-
able until July 26, 1946,

The collection of manuscripts gath-
ered by Willlam Herndon during his
lifetime and later in ession of
Jesse W. Weik when made available to
the public will also add a wvery large
number of decuments to the sum total
of Lincoln writings. There are nearly
500 original evurt documents written
by Lincoln in the collection and a
great mung letters and memorandums
in his hand,

The large number of unpublished
Lincoln writings which are discovered
annually in the possession of individ-
unls, libraries and in the archives of
the stnte and nation will continue to
swell the grand total of this growing
Lincolniana,

The one publication most needed
just now by all libraries is The Com-
plete Works of Abraham Lineoln in
one velume, which may be used along
with the lee.- and Shakes 4% one
of the three great collections of orip-
inzl sources available to students of
literature.



