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LINCOLN'S FIRST POLITICAL VICTORY

The centenninl of Abraham Lin-
coln's first political vi is of suf-
ficient importance to recall the events
leading up to his early success at the
polls. On the fourth day of August,
lﬁﬂ,h-unil mc}f m:mc sﬂ
representatives o n Coun
elected to the Ninth General Assemn-
bly of Tllinois.

The first announcement of Lincoln’s
decigion to run for the legislature ap-
peared in the San Journal for
April 25, 1834, as WE:

“We are nuthorized to state that A.
Lincoln of New Salem is a candidate
{or representative for this county.”

Nearly two months before this an-
nouncement, Lincoln participated in a
meeting at New Salem which was
called to discuss state politics, The
Sangamon Journal for March 15, 1834,
gave o report of the proceedings from
which this paragraph iz presented:

“Resolved that we will use every ef-
fort to promote the election of General
Henry to the fiest office of this stale
at the next August election and we
recommend him to our fellow citizens
as u suitable person for the office ... "
The resolutions were ordered for-
warded to the .':r'nnfmou Jowrnnl
and signed by Bow , the
chalrman, and A. Lincoln, the secre-
tary.

By the time of the election in Au-

, thirteen eandidates had signi-

ed their intention of runn for the
general mﬂﬂ four of which were
to be eleeted, ey were John Daw-
son, Abrsham Lincoln, William Car-
plnterxlzhn T. lmm Quin-

noraw [} il].im:l.

Shadrick J

Alvey, Thos. M, Neal, E
Campbell, James Shepherd, James
Baker, John Durley, and William Ken-
dnll. The first four were successful
and the others who also ran followed
in the order named, William Kendall
being low man.

The election returns as first report-
ed in the Sangomon Jowrnal f“!
Abraham Lincoln 1,373 votes and John
Dawson 1370 wotes. The following
wnkLhnwm, the Jewrnal anncunced
that “an error occurred in stating the
number of votes received by John
Dawson in last week’s paper. He re-
ceived 1,390 votes for representative
being the hifhut number given for
any one individoal for that office.”
Lincoln's ofMcial count was 1,376, Many
of the carly Lineoln histories give the
vote na first printed in the Jowrnal
which is responsible for the elaim that
Lincoln polled the largest number of

‘president in
Decamie an avowed

votes. In the autoblographical sketch
which Lincoln prepared for Secripps
he states that he recelved “the highest
vote cast for anny candidate.” This
same statement is made in the cam-

paign bionmx “R}:ﬁml for Scripps

and also in ography of Lin-
coln.

The large limen vote cast
for Lineoln in mﬁuhuhwad

in 1852 when he ran for the office of
representative. Alth defeated in
the county, he received all but seven
of the votes cast in his own pre-

Howell's blography, as corrected by
Abraham Linecoln, which has become
one of our most valuable sources, sub-
mits positive evidence about Lincoln’s
curly political affiliations in Illinois.
1t stated that “Parties, at this time
(1832), were dluﬂnwi.nilud as Adams
parties and Jackson parties, and in
Lincoln’s county the Jackson men were
vastly in the nscendunt. He was a
staunch Adams man, and, being com-~
parntively unknown in the remoter
ts of the county, was defeated.”
incoln corrected this statement about
his party . He crossed out
the reference to “Adams parties” and
wrote in the text “Anti-Jackson.”
Vhere he was called a “staunch Adams
man™ he changed it to “Anti-Jackson
or Clay.”
We have Lincoln's own statement
that he voled for Henry Clay for
1822, but just when he
follower of Clay it
is difficult to determine, Whom he
favored in 1830 for Illinsis state of-
ficers is not known, Tradition has al-
ways placed him in n Juckson environ-
ment in Indinna; and Lamon, Lincoln
biographer, infers that his change to
the Clay ranks occurred in Illinois as
shown in the following paragraph;

“The Democrats were divided into
‘whole-hog men’ and ‘nominal Jack-
son men'; the former being thoroughly
devoted to the fortunes and principles
of their leader, while the latter were
willing to trim a little for the sake
of pofulnr support. It is probable that
Mr. Lincoln t be fairly clazsed as
a ‘nominal Jae man,’ although the
Emi&u character of some of the views

e then held, or is supposed to have
held, on national questions, is involved
in eongiderable doubt.”

It is leuu[;ltud nerally that Abra-
ham Lincoln's father was a Jacksonian
Demoerat ag wns also Rateliff Boone,
the most prominent Eﬂiti:tnu in south-
ern Indiana dur e period the Lin-
colns lived there. It is very likely that

in his earlier da Abraham was
in a Jacksonian atmos-

from the politieal traditions of
father and kinsmen,

According to Lamon, Lincoln's In-
diana environment was wholly Jack-
sonian. He cluims William Jones, for
whom Lincoln clerked the last winter

wholly effaced from Mr,
niind, While he remained at Gentry-
ville his politics accorded with i
Jones's, and even after he had turned
Whig in Illinois John Hanks tells us
he wanted to whip a man for traduc-
ing Juckson,” Dennis Hanks, although
greatly confused as to when Abraham
Lincoin became s Whig, admits that
it was Jones who exerted the greatest
palitieal influence over Lincoln,

Lamon is in error about William
Jones's politics ns we mow hove evi-
dence he was a Clay man, The Evans-
ville Daily Jowrnal of July 19, 1880,
makes this statement :

“William Jones is un old citizen of
the country who has taken little active
part in politica since the Clay and Polk
cam and who on learming the de-
feat of favorite in that memorable
contest was for several days incapaci
tated for attending to hiz usual Eﬁ:
ness. He appeals to his friends, to
give ald Abe their undivided support.”

As early an 1826 and 1826 the Weat-

dri. Sun of  Vineennes blished
eighteen long articles by or about Hen-
ry Clay, These were undou made

accessible to Lincoln and probably fur-
nished him with his first introduction
to the great stutesman,

In a biographical sketch which Lin-
coln prepa in 1850 he made the
statement: “Always a Whig in poli-
ties.” In the famous debate with
Douglas at Ottawa, Illinois, he refer-
red to Clay as “my beau ideal of a
statesman, the man for whom I fought
all my humble life"

It does not appear as if there should
be any confusion about the politieal
atmosphere in which Lincoln moved
previous to his first election to publie
office one hundred years ago, August
4, 1834,

Of this fact we may feel certain:
that when Abraham Lincoln left In-
diana for Illinois in 1830, just at the
time he beeame twenty-one years of
age, he was o follower of Henry Clay.



