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A. PERSONAL DESCRIPTION
OF ABRAHAM LINCOLN

It is doubtful if any public man
changed more In appearance during
o period of five yenrs than Abraham
Lincoln did during his administration
a3 President. There was also o great
change in his physique after he ceased
to be u woodsmun and became a law-
yer. Even during the short time be-
tween his election and his inaugura-
tion the growing of a beard made a
miarked difference in his appearance.

When Abraham Lincoln prepared
an autoblographical sketch for Fell at
fifty years of age, he concluded his
brief statement with this paragraph:

“If any personal description of me
iz thought desirable, it may be said,
I am, in height, six feet, four inches,
nearly; lean in flesh, weighing on an
avernge, one hundred and eighty
pounds; dark complexion, with coarse
black hair, and grey eyes—no other
marks or brands recollected.” ;

With his own personal deseription
sz & nucleus we are now able to sup-
plement this sketeh with a much more
detailed study of how he looked.

Heighth

No other single physieal character-
istic set Lincoln apart from other men
with such contrast as his
ary height. He sald he was “six f&et
four inches, mearly."” One observer
remarked that “His great height was
conspicuous even in o crowd of goodly
men and lifted him fully in view as he
walked.”

It ix diffieult to exapperate Lincoln's
tallness which made him loom above
other men, One description of him
emphasizes the foct that he was six
feet four inches in his stockings. Sev-
ernl contemporaries are in agreement
that when eénumerating a great
thought he had the ability of stretch-
ing up to n helghth beyond his vsual
structure; wverticnl elasticity it is
called. Lincoln was the tallest of our
presidents,

Frame

We would expect one so tall to be
long of limb. Both his legs and arms
were abnormally long and in undus
fmpuruun to his body. When seated

a ¢hair he did not appear to be
much taller than other men. His
hands were large, measuring ten
inches following the glove fitter’s pro-
cess of deétermining size, We are not
left in jgnorance about the size and
shape of his hands as casts have been
made from life of both his left and
right hands., One writer spoke of his
Arm ng i Innf. swinging one; and an-
other called it the arm of n Hoosier
who eould “whip his weight in wild-
eats." His feet were also lnrge and
according to his shoemaker the right
foot was twelve and one-guarter

inches long and the left one twelve
inches,

We would also expect his chest to
ke thin and narrow when com
with hia great haiﬁht, although
don's statement thaot he was so thin
through the chest to the back and =o
narrow through the shonlders that he
was o consumptive type should not be
taken too Ilteu]]&r Lineoln's own
statement that at fifty he was lean in
flesh but weighed on an average of
one hundred and ecighty pounds in-
dieates that he was a thin, wiry, sin-
CWY man,

Carriage

There has been much difference of
opinion about his bearing, one observ-
or nt,uung that “unlike most very tall
men he 18 lithe and agile and
in all his movements." Herndon, how-
ever, claims that “when he walked
he moved cautiously but firmly. He
witlked with oven tread the inner
gides of his fest boing parallel. He
put the whole foot flat down on the

ground at once, not landing on the
Iwzl- he likewise lifted his feot all
at once not rising from the toe and
hence he had no spring in his walk.”

An Englishman who observed Lin-
coln eaid that he walked slow “like
many other th tful men—Words-
worth and Napoleon for example—
keeping his head inclined forward
and downward."” It must be admitted
that he did not appear to advantage

when w
Head

One student, a sculptor who made
a bust of Lincoln, claimed that his
head was neither Greek nor Roman
nor Celt, eoncluding that “there were
few such men in the world and where
they came from originally is mnot
known,"

Nicolny referred to Lincoln's head
as large with high crown of skuil
Another :nnumpnrni' said “his fore-
head is high and full and swells out
grandly." The size of his hat has been
given ng seven and one-eight and sev-
en amd one-quarter.

Hair

Lincoln sald that he had “coarse
biack hair.” It was thick and bushy
and luxuriant, falling earelessly but
not efully around his well-
formed head. One of Lincoln's visit-
ors at Springfield who saw him after
he reached Woshington clnimed “He
had & fine suit of hair until the bar-
bers at Wathington attended to his
toilet." At fifty years of age his
raven black hair had not started to

turn gray.

Eyes
Lineoln’s dark grey eyes have been
the :mbjml:. of many monographs and
m sculptor deseribes them as
o

“His eyes are deep set and when
his face is reposing are not remark-
able for brightness, but kindle with
his thoughts and beam with great ex-
pregseion, His oyvesbrows are heavy
and move almost incessantly as he be-
comes animated,"

One author went to the troahle to
compile i list of the following descrip-
tive phrases referring to Lincoln’s

eyes,

“Bright dreamy n{u that seem to
gaze through you without I-:m'i:ing at

": “Patient, loving eyes”; “The
st @ es ever placed in ‘mortal
I:url"‘ “His eyes had an expreasion
impossible to describe, as though they
lay in decp eaverns, rmdy lo spring
out at an instant call”; “A sad, pre-
occupied, far-away Iu-n!: T mtenun
that he seemed to be In a trance”
“Inexpressible udnus in his E:ﬂ:s.
with n far-nway look, as if they were
searching for numuthInF they had seen
long, long years ago”; “Melanchaly
eves that seomed to wander far
away."
Compleaion

Dng of the most unfavorable char-
acteristics of Lineolns personnl ap-
pearance wis his complexion. His
face had a “battered and bronzed look
without being hard.” Teo another ob-
server his cheeks seeined to be leath-
ery and there was a sallowness which

prevented any show of the usual flesh
culur. His faco is described as “half
Roman, half Indian, so washed by
el]jmtta and so seared by life’s strog-
gles,

Countenanon

Lineoln's nose was especinlly promi-
nent. It is deseribed as large, hamF
fleshy, blunt, and a little awry toward
the right eye, His ears were lnrge hut
the;r most ecertainly did not stick out

“at @lmost right anglos from his
head" as alleged by Herndon.

Lincoln hnd a large mouth, The
upper lip was quite thin while the
lower lip was thick, hanging, and un-
dercurved. His chin was slightly up-
turned. He had an Adam's apple that
was quite prominent, and on the right
gide of hizs face not far from his
mouth & conspicuous mole,

On Hw&mhml"i!i 1860, an excellent
description of Lincoln appeared from
which the following u:cnrﬁt is tnken:

“The lower pu.rt of his face is
strongly marked long angular
jaws. Hin pmmlnnnt cheek-bones and
the hollowness of his cheeks give him
a somewhat haggard look, but as he is
now cultivating whiskers and a beard,
his appearance in that respect will
soon improved."

He was growing n beard eight days
after the election and it is likely he
::.:ar shaved after he became presi-

.



