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LINCOLN IN MICHIGAN

From the top of an Indian mound in
Kalamazoo, Michigan, on the twenty-
seventh of August, 1856, Abraham
Lincoln delivered one of the most im-
portant speeches of his career. Early
in the year he was mentioned as & can-
didate for the governorship of Illinois,
and in June &t the Republican Conven-
tion in Philadelphia he received 110
votes as & nominee for viee president
of the United States. Henece it was no
obscure speaker who addressed the
10,000 citizenz of Michigan on behalf
of the Fremont and Dayton ticket in
1856,

Just what induced Lincoln to accept
an invitation to speak in Michigan is
not known. On July 12 he wrote to a
friend who had invited him to come to
Towa, “I am supersiitions. [ hawve
scarcely known a party preceding an
election to call in help from the neigh-
boring states but that they lost the
gtate.” He zaid he would come, how-
ever, if the Democrats had called in
“foreign” speakers, It iz not kmown
that he went to Iowa in this campaign.
One might conglude from this com-
munieation that the presence of Lin-
coln in Michigun was due to the fact
that the Buchanan forces of Michigan
had called in “foreign" speakers. Later
on Lincoln was invited to speak at a
big Republican rally to be held on the
Tippecance battleground in Indiana.
This invitation was not accepted.
Thers iz no evidence that Lincoln left
the state of Illinois during the cam-
paign of 1866 except for the Michigan
engagement.

Through the effort of the Lincoln-
Joy Research the text of the address
dizcovered in the Detroit Daily Adver-
tiser has recently been made available
to the public. It has immediately taken
its place as a significant contribution
to Lincoln's early reaction towards the
extension of slavery in the territories
and makes possible a trustworthy ac-
count of the political doctrine which
he advoeated during the Fremont cam-
paign, f

The main question Lincoln discussed
at Kalamazoo as well as at other
points during the campaign was the
extension of slavery. He said, “The
question is simply this; shall slavery
be spread into the new territories, or
not? This is the naked question.” One
or two paragraphs to sugpest his ap-
proach to the subject follow:

“Have we no interest in the free ter-
ritories of the United States—that
they should be kept open for the homes
of free white people? As our northern
gtates are growing more and more in
wealth and population, we are con-
tinually in want of an outlet, through
which it may pass out to enrich our

country. In thizs we have an interest—
a deep and abiding interest. There ia
another thing ...the greatest interest
of all. It is the doctrine, that the peo-
ple are fo be driven from the maxims
of our free government, that despises
the spirit which for B0 years has cele-
brated the anniversary of our national
independence.

“We are a great empire. We are 80
vears old. We stand at once the won-
der and admiration of the whole world,
and we must enguire what it is that
has given us so0 much prosperity, and
we sghall understand that to give 3
that one thing, would be to give up all
future prosperity, This cause is that
every man can make himself. It has
been sald that such a race of prosper-
ity haz been run nowhere elze. We find
a ple on the Northeast, who have a
different government from ours, being
ruled by a queen,

“Torning to the South, we see a
people who, while they boast of being
free, keep their fellow beings in bond-
age. Compare our free states with
either, shall we =ay here that we have
no interest in keeping that principle
alive? Shall we say—‘Let it be)” No—
we have an interest in the mainte-
nance of the prineiples of the govern-
ment, and without this interest, it is
worth nothing."

Lincoln himself was not aware that
this Kalamazoo speech had been pre-
served as is evident from a biographi-
cal sketeh prepared in the third person
for Mr. Scripps in 1860 in which he
said:

“In the canvass of 1866 Mr. Lincoln
made over fifty speeches, no one of
which, g0 far as he remembers, was
put in print. One of them was made
at Galena, but My. Lincoln has no rec-
allection of any part of it being print-
ed: nor does he remember whether in
that speech he said anything about a
Supreme Court decision. He may have
gpoken upon that subject, and some of
the newspapers may have Te]
him as saying what is now ascri to
him: but he thinks he could not have
expressged himgelf as represented.”

It would have been of very great as-
sistance to Lincoln had he been able to
refer his political opponents of 1880 to
the Michigan speech of 1806, as it is a
vindication of his consistent political
ideals in this eampaign.

The following outline gives one
some ides of the contents of the Lin-
coln speech at Kalamazoo, which must
have been muoch like the fifty other
poiltieal addresses he made for Fre-
mont during the presidential campaign
of 1866 in which he came very near be-
ing the vice presidential candidate in-
stead of Dayton:

Introduction

Ancther presidential contest ap-
proaches,

Ascertain what we differ about.

View on slavery the sole question.

The Queation — Shall slavery be
spread into the new territories or not?

Argument

A, Slavery Ectension Views of Fre-
wonl and Buchanan,
B. We Have Always Deplored Slav-
erif.
Condenmed Great Britain for
not preventing it in our colonies,
Policy of Buchanan in counte-
nancing slavery in territories same
as Great Britain's.
. The Kansas Quuestion.
Douglas says Supreme Counrt
should decide,
Northerners say people should
decide.
Southerners say no power in the
people,

The Nebraske Party.

Teach those opposed to slavery
to look on it with mmgim::p.

The Nebraska Bill has opened a
door for the spread of slavery in
the territories.

Fillmore denounces those who
opened door but does not care if it
is open.

. Appeal to Lovers of Freedom to
Keep Terrilories Free.

Representatives in Congress in
proportion to population of free

men,
Territories should be kept open
for the homes of free white people,
Mation's prosperity due to equal
opportunity. for all men,
Territories should be kept open
for settlement of free laborers.

The Charge of Sectionalism,

It is said Union will be dissolved
if Fremont is elected.

If Fremont expects to he elected
by morthern votes, Buchanan ex-
pects to be elected by southern
votes.

Fillmore most national man, no
prospects of having a single vote
north or south.

A majority will never dissolve
the Union. Can a minerity do it?

Conelusion
Appeal to Demoerats.

The Democratic rides if-
self as the friend of individual uni-
versal freedom.

Has not the Nebraska Bill foreed
your ;?hul& ! t-nf Rﬂ rttl;l;nad
away from your love of Ii :

Comes under the bannsr of the
prh]niple of equality.



