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THE DA1'l~ AND PLACE 
OF LINCOLN'S BIRTH 

The one hundred and twenty-fifth 
annlvl'rsnry of Abl"nhnm Lin~oln's 
birth invit a a r<'vi('W uf the nvtnlnblc 
cvitl· ... n~c which llxcs the date and place 
or his nativity. !'lo vital statisti~s were 
k• pt in 1\.(·ntucky during the days th~ 
Lincolns lind th re. ao w will not e-x· 
pcct to fh.d nn of1lc1al record o! his 
birth. 

It ~('om~s neC"es ry, first of all, to 
detcrm no th lo.alion of the home in 
'" hith Uncoln'• paft"nts w re livin2' at 
the time h Ia auppoaed to ha\'e been 
born. On llc<'<'mber 12, ISO>, the 
father, Thomas IJnroln, purchased 300 
acres of land n nr the South Fork of 
Nohn Hher in Hardin County, Ken­
tucky, anti thf'rc is every reason to be· 
lif'\'<" that he took pos~;cssion imme­
diut('ly. 

In 1N09 lhc nnm~ of Thomas Lin· 
coin, which hnd been cnt<>rcd regular· 
ly for eix yrnrs on the Commissioner's 
BoC~ks of Hardin County, appeared in 
n n('W diatrirt which includt'd the citi· 
1. ns hvin~r in lhe neighborhood of the 
Svuth ~'ork of Nolin. This tact con­
firms th aurposltlon that the Lin· 
coins were llvmK c:.n the !arm acquired 
m 1808 and c l!lbliohes their residence 
10 that part of Hardin County which 
later bec:ame I.aRur. 

Thr first dn•ect refcren<e to Ab1'3· 
ham Lincoln Inn dul)' authorized do.u­
mer.t 1 found in the IS10 Gnited 
StateR Census N'port nt '\'a -bin~:ton, 
D. C. u~ is nferrcd to ns ''one '·hite 
male unrlr>r ten vrnu oC ugc:' On this 
n cord Thurnns l ... incoln, ns head of the 
fnnlily, Is cnttrcd 011 lh~ing in Hardin 
County, Krntucky. The report rcvC!als 
that thrrc wrrc' four people in the 
family: mw mnl<• under t~n years of 
ng,.., OtlC mnlc ~twrr·n twent~··six and 
Cot ty·fl\'l•, one f<•mule under ten years 
of ngt!, and one f, m.~lc bcLwc·Pn twcn· 
ty-Bix und forty.f\ve. These cit!ltions 
refer to Abrnhnrn Lincoln. Thomas 
Ltncoln, Sarah Lincoln, and N:mcy 
lhnks I inooln rc pecti-.1•·. The 
United Stnt s < ·nsus for 1820 indi· 
rntes that Abrah•m I ·ncoin was 0.· 
t~n ten and 1ixte-en years of ng-e at 
tb1t fm~. 

p, ssiblf the tlnt oecssion in whieh 
Abrah m s i~:nature appears. in con­
nection \\ •th Q daLe nJs.odated with his 
Uf{~', i1 hia \'(Jting nt the Clnry Grove 
precinC'l in Su.ng:1mon County on 
Au~tugt I, 1931. Sometime previous to 
this date h,• mu!l.t. hnve reached his 
twf'nty~tlrst y1•ar. 

Usually lht• fnmily Bible is the first 
place wo look for tho birth record of n 
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rhild U •l'n in th1 piont'er days. Here in 
Lincoln's own handwriting is recorded 
lhis l!ntry: 

".\IJrahnm Lincoln Bllll of Thoma::. & 
Nancy Lin(.'o)n was l.lorn J!'ebruary 12, 
lSO:J." 

On of .\brnhnm l.int·oln's relatives 
by the r me or Davit! Lincoln wrote to 
him 1n 18 SS nnd mnde some inquiries 
about h1s !nmlly. HI! replied on April 
n. 

' '!y fath r. Thoma , i• a till living 
in Col County, llllnol , bein~: in his 
"'" nty.fint > or of his ag ... I am 
hJS only rhlld. I nm now in my forti · 
th )C r." 

Lanham, the compiler of the Die· 
t:onary of ( nJ:I't'SS, cnt to Mr. Lin· 
t'Oin in 18[)0 the usual rtqu<"st !or an 
RUtobiog"nr•hic:,J ekel<'h to appNu in 
the JlUblicnti,,n, Tho first line o! the 
cl. ta he •uppli<'u follow.: 

01 Born fo't•bruury 12, 1809, in ll3rdin 
('cunty, T<cnturky." 

I -..·na born Prbrua.ry 12th, 
IS09, in thtn ll•rdin County, 
1-\tntucky. at tt point "Hhin tht­
ncw counh of l .altut, a milt or 
a milt• and a hair from where 
llod~tcn'o 'lill now i._ 

..\. Lincoln. 

On Decomb<'r 20, 1859, a brief 
'· tc-h \\45 pn·tmred by Lincoln for 

Joa e Fell In which he anid: 
"I wns born F<'brunry 12, 1809, in 

H:tnlin County, Krntuck}• ... removed 
from Kcnturky to whnt is now Spen· 
ccr Count~·. Indi:um, in my eighth year 
(1816) ... Al twenty-one I came to 
Macon Count,-, Illinois (1830)." All of 
these nges nrid dutl'S confirm his prev­
tou:s atatcmenta .1bout the time of his 
birth. 

Some corr("spondtonce "·hieh he car. 
ri,.tl on \\ ith Samuel Haycrnrt of 
t 'iznb<tht<>\\ n, Krntucky, in 1860, 
pre entta both poaitive and nek3tive 
tc timoninls about hia birth plaee: 

"I waa not born in Elizabethtown 
but my moll er's first child, a dau~:hter 
t\\o rnra old r thnn mYJtlf and now 
Ion~ incc d ceased, wzu:. I was b-orn 
F brunry 12, 1~09, nrnr where Hod· 
.(!ins\·illc now ia then in Hardin 
County." 

In nnothl'r lrtt('r to Ha~•craft a few 
dnys Jatf•r Linroln suid: 

"The pine~· on Knob Creek men. 
tioned by Mr. Reed I remember very 
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woll but 1 was not born there. As my 
parC'nts hnvc told ml' I w~'s born on 
No1yn, very mu<'h m·nrer Hodgen's 
~!ill thnn the Knob Crt>t•k plucc io. My 
earliest rcc•ollt•cLion, however, iN o! the 
Knob Creek plncc." 

Sornc- time uftf.'r thi!!l corrl'l'pondcnee 
I.incoln hnd o~o·cn .ion to rl'f('r to the 
Haycroft. inquiry RJ!Rin in n letter 
writt('n to C<'<>rsre G. Fogg. Here he 
mentions his IJirthplnce ngain: 

..S')On nft-<·r the Chicago nomination 
I wns wrltt• n t<> by " highly resp<'ct· 
able g• ntlcm:ln of Hardin County, 
Kentuck)·, inqulrJnJ: if I '\\3S a ..-on or 
Thomaa I.incoln, "hom he 1 ad known 
ion~ ngo in tho county. I a.nsw~red 
that I wna and !hal I was myself born 
there." 

One of thP. first nf'wJpnp~r men to 
intcrviC'w Lincoln nft,.r his nomination 
was John Locke Scrh>pfl, lie per· 
suadecl I.in('oln to \Hite a brief bio· 
ll'J'>phicnl •ketch whi<h ho prepared in 
the third person. It cnntaincd these 
refer,•ncC's to his birthplace and ugc: 

"Abraham Lincoln wnR born I•'ebru~ 
nry 12, 1800, tht•n in Hardin County, 
now in th<" more r"•cc·ntly formed 
County of L'Ruc, Krntu<ky, .. Moved 
to lndiann. in the Autumn of 1816. 
Abraham tht'n bt-inA" in his righth year 
... On ~lnrrh I, 1ti30 Abraham Lincoln 
had just completed his twenty-first 
year." 

On June 14, 1860, an artist by the 
n:am~ of Hicks askt'd ~lr. Lincoln for a 
brief •ketch of his lifo. The TC\-iew 
contained this para~rraph: 

"I wns born t't•brunry 12th, 1809, in 
then Hardin County, Kentucky, at a 
point within the n«.'w County of LaRue, 
a mil~ or a mile ttnd n half front whrre 
Hod~ren'• Mill now I•. My parents be­
inK de~ul, nnd my own memory not 
s~rving, J know no mC'Rns of identif)•· 
ingo the prrC'isc locnlity. It was on 
Nolin Creek." 

The fact thnt Lincoln atntcd in this 
~ketch that h" had "no means of iden­
tifying the precise locality" has en· 
eouragctl 10me people to diseount all 
he e,·cr said about his birthplace. At 
least fh·e times he wrote he wat born 
in old Hardin County and twice men· 
tion~d it"" In that section that lat<>r 
bec:ame LaRuo County. Three times 
he m('ntion('d the wat~r course, ~olin. 
on which hia fnthfr'a farm was ~tu· 
atf'd. At IPalllfh·e time• ht" mentioned 
Hod~tt n's Mill or Ilod~rrnville and fin­
ally ftlated the npproximate distance 
or hi• blrlhp)oco !rom this point. 

It apprnrs !rom the eivdence ll"lth­
ered that thoro should br no contusion 
ns to when and where Abraham Lin­
toln was born. 


