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THE DATE AND PLACE
OF LINCOLN'S BIRTH

The one hundred and twenty-fifth
anniversary of Abraham Lineoln's
birth invites a review of the available
evidonce which fixes the date and place
of his nativity, No vitel statisties were
kept in Kentucky during the days the
Lincolns lived there, so we will not ex-
E:::éh to find on official record of his

It becomes necessary, first of all, to
determine the location of the home in
which Lincoln's parents were living at
the time he is supposed to have been
born. On December 12, 1808, the
father, Thomas Linceln, purchazed 300
acres of lnnd near the South Fork of
Nolin River in Hardin County, Ken-
tucky, and there is every reason to be-
lieve that he took possession imme-
diately,

In 1809 the name of Thomas Lin-
coln, which had been entered regular-
Iy for six yonrs on the Commissioner's
Books of Hardin County, appeared in
a new district which included the eiti-
zens living in the neighborhood of the
South Fork of Nolin, This fact con-
firms the supposition that the Lin-
colns were living on the farm acquired
in 1808 and establishes their residence
in that part of Hardin County which
later became LaRue,

The first direet reference to Abra-
ham Lincoln in a duly authorized docu-
ment is found in the 1810 United
States Census report at Washington,
D. C. Ha Is referred to 28 “one white
male under ten years of age.” On this
record Thomas Lincoln, as head of the
family, is entered as living in Hardin
County, Kentucky, The report revenls
that there were four people in the
fumily: one male under ten years of
age, one male between twenty-six and
forty-five, one femnle under ten years
of age, and one female between twen=
ty-aix and forty-five. These eitations
rofer to Abraham Lineoln, Thomas
Lincoln, Sarah Lincoln, and Nancy
Hanks Lincoln respectively. The
United States consus for 1820 indi-
cales that Abraham Lincoeln was be-
tween ten and sixteen years of age at
that time.

Pwniblg' the first occasion in which
Abraham’s signature appears, in con-
nection with n date associated with his
age, is his voting at the Clary Grove
precinet in Sangamon County on
August 1, 1981. Sometime previoos to
this dnta he must have reached his
twenty-firat year,

Usually the family Bible ia the first
place we look for the birth record of a

child born in the pioneer days. Here in
Lincoln"s own handwriting is recorded
thizs entry:

“Abraham Lineoln son of Thomas &
II"JEB‘L]?H Lineoln wns born February 12,

One of Abraham Lincoln's relatives
by the name of David Lineoln wrote to
him in 15848 and made some inguiries
about his family. He replied on April
b

“My father, Thomnas, is still living
in Colea County, Ilinais, being in his
seventy-first year of his age...I am
his only child. I am now in my forti-
eth year."

Lanhum, the compiler of the Die-
{ionary of Congress, sent to Mr, Lin-
coln in 18560 the usual request for an
nul-:rhiolirnphtml sketch to appear in
the publieation. The first line of the
data he supplied follows:

"Born February 12, 1800, in Hardin
Countly, Keatucky."

I was born February 12th,
1809, in them Hardin County,
Kentueky, atl a point within the
new county of LaRue, a mile or
a mile and a hall from where
Hodgen's Mill now is.

A. Lineoln.

On December 20, 1850, a brief
sketch wos prepared by Lincoln for
Jezge Fell in which he sald:

“T was born February 12, 1809, in
Hardin County, Kﬂntuck%r .+ « TETROVEd
from Kentucky to what is now Spen-
cor County, Indisna, in my eighth year
(1816) ... At twenty-one I eame to
Mneon County, Ilinois (1830)." All of
these nges and dates confirm his prev-
m::hulnmmmtu about the time of his

Same correspondence which he car-
ried on with Samuel Hayeraft of
Elizabethtown, Kentucky, in 1860,
presents both positive and negative
testimoninls about his birth place:

“] was not born in Elizabethtown
but my mother's first child, a danghter
two years older than myself and now
long slnee deceased, was. 1 was barn
Februnry 12, 1800, near where Hod-
gineville mow is then in Hardin
County,"”

In another letter to Hayeraft a fow
days later Lincoln said:

“The ploee on Knob Creek men-
tioned by Mr, Reed I remember very

well but T was not born there. As my
parents have told me I was born on
Nolyn, very much nearer Hodgen's
Mill than the Enob Creek place is. My
earliest recollection, however, is of the
Knob Creck place."

Some time after this correspondence
Lincoln had ocenslon to refer to the
Hoyeroft inquiry nanln in a letter
written to George G. Fogg. Here he
mentions his birthplace again:

“Soon after the Chleago nomination
I was written to by a highly rospect-
able pentleman of Hardin County,
Kentucky, inquiring if I was a son of
Thomns Lincoln, whom he had known
long ago in the eounty. I answered
gnt I"wu and that [ was myself born

ere.

One of the first newspaper men to
interview Lineoln after his nomination
wns John Locke Seripps. He per-
sunded Linesln to write a brief bio-
graphical sketech which he prepared in
the third person. It eontained these
references to his birthplace and age:

“Abraham Lincoln was born Febru-
ary 12, 1800, then in Hardin County,
now in the more recently formed
County of LaRue, Kentucky ... Moved
to Indiana in the Autumn of 1316,
Abraham then being in his eighth year
... 0On March 1, 1830 Abraham Lincoln
had just ecompleted his twenty-first
year.”

On June 14, 1860, an artist by the
name of Hicks asked Mr. Lincoln for a
brief sketeh of his life, The review
contained this paragraph;

“1 was born February 12th, 1809, in
then Hardin County, Kentucky, at a
point within the new County of LaRue,
a mile or a mile and a half from where
Hodgen's Mill now is, My parents be-
ing dead, and my own memory mnot
aerﬁnﬁ-. I know no means of identify-
ing the precise loeality. It wns om
Nolin Creek.™

The fact that Lincoln stated in this
sketeh that he had “no means of iden-
tifying the precise locality™ has en-
cournged some people to diseount all
he ever said about his birthplace. At
least five times he wrote he was born
in old Hardin County and twice men-
tioned it was in that section that later

LaRue County, Three times
he mentioned the water eourse, Nolin,
on which hia father's farm was =ito-
ated. At least five times he mentioned
Hodgen's Mill or Hodgenville and fin-
ally stated the approximate distance
of his birthplace from this point.

It appears from the eivdence gath-
ered that thers sheuld be ne eonfusion

as to when and where Abraham Lin-
coln was born.



