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THIS LINCOLN YEAR

An anniversary not only invites one to enguge in rem-
iniscences, but it ofton serves as an inspiration for fur-
ther achievements,

A review of ]:iog'rmfhit:al data which has appeared dur-
ing the past twenty-five years will reveal that Abraham
Lincoln Is America’s outstanding personality. He con-
tinues to grow in favoer not only with Americans, but with
all men everywhaero,

This Lincoln anniversary year should furnish sufficient
inspiration to encourage the completion of many projeets,
which have either been delayed ]because of wavering in-
terest or retarded because of insufficient enthusinsm to
give them momentum.

A list of some of these projects might assist in visual-
izing the posgibilities of this Lincoln year,

A Festival of Patriotism

One of the most lamentable shifts of emphasis in our
Americun life, when observed from the viewpoint of pa-
triotism, is the capture of our national holidays by com-
mercinlized sport. The automobile races at Indianapolis
and elsewhere have demoralized the Memorinl Day ser-
vices throughout the entire nation. Fourth of July is now
u day of double headers, water carnivals, and nir raeces,
The greater part of Thanksgiving Day is spent in some
bowl or amphitheater or in going to or coming from the
seene of gridiron hostilities, The national holid in
spring, summer, and fall, so well distributed through the
year, ure lost for appeals to the building up of any spirit
of patriotism.

There is one last hope, and it comes in the winter. It
is not in the observance of a single hwt in the seiting
apart of an interval hetween the birthdays of our great
national heroes, Lineoln and Weshington. Year by year
greater emphasis is being placed on the observance of
these days, and there seems to be a continual overlapping
of the celebrations. This is bringing sbout, during the
period from February 12 to F. 22, inclusive, what
might well be called a Festival of Patriotism.

The schools, churches, patriotic organizations, elubs,
ete. are all keenly alive to this opportunity to build up a
love for the country and her great benefactors.

With the 200th anniversary of Washington's hirthda
jult over, and the 125th anniversary of Lincoln's birt
ust dnwnlmould it not be an opportune time to place
greater emphasis on these days which might invite a
more general uwse of this season for patriotic programas.

A Major Radio Broadeast

Radio is presenting some coast to coast programs,
which becuuse of their popularity might be called nation-
al institutions. There has not appeared as= yet, as far a8
the writer has learned, an outstanding historical series
of broadeasts which might be comparable, for instance,
to some of t.hnlﬁut moving pictures which have visual-
ized epochs in history of the nation.

Is there not genius enough, among our creators of out-
standing broadcasts, to give to the radio audience, during
this uninmrg year of Lincoln's birth, a radio master-

icee inspired by the dramatic life of the emancipator?
gw.h o brondeast, if relensed over n coast to const net-
work, would not only build up much good will for radio,
but serve as o lasting memorial to Lincoln, which by elee-
trieal trmacrﬂltion might be utilized for subsequent anni-
versaries of Lincoln's birth.

A Newspaper Biography of Lineoln

The newspaper files of America constitute the most
valuable history of the nation. This fact is especially
noticeable when one attempts to compile data about

prominent individuals. More has been written about Lin-
coln than any other American, and, if one would learn all
nbout the details of hia life, there ia but one cxhaustive
gource, the American press,

The centennial of Lincoln's birth, which was celebrated
In 1909, found many of the great daily wﬁan iving over
whole sections to the Lincoln slory. ila there is no
way in which a proper division of subject matter might
be assigned, it is within the power of the press to present
to the American people on the oceasion of the 125th anni-
versary of Lincoln's birth, next February, the most com-
plete biography of the emancipator ever written.

If the papers published in all the states, counties, cities,
snd towns touched by Lineoln st any time during his life
would be willing to confine their Lincoln data to the inci-
dents occurring within their boundaries, and the papers
outside these geographical divisions would take special
interest in mmpilﬁ; the reminiseences of their citizens
who knew the President, a tremendous contribution would
be made to Lincolniana,

The Lincoln National Life Foundation would be very
glad to co-operate with any newspaper, which would like
to engage in such an effort, by su !.'Ihl"ﬁ? lends, and would
also be pleased to mct as a depository for newspaper bio-
graphies of Lineoln which would result from such a com-
prehensive geographical approach.

The issue of Lincoln Lore for January 8 will contain a
list of the places which Abraham Lincoln is known to
have visited doring his life,

Lincoln Memorial Highway

For the past twenty vezrs Kentucky, Indiana, and Illi-
nois have been more or less ¢ in planning a unified
road project, which would ¢ from the birth of
Abraham Lincoln at Hodgenville, Kentucky, to barial
place at Springficld, llifllin-:'im,. and pass by the Lincoln

cnbin home site in Indiana.

Three commissions appointed by the governors of the
respective states have submitied their reports, and for
the first time it might be said an official route has been
established. Much of the Memorial W:{( i routed over
roads already constructed and n Lineoln Memorial Bridge
has been built across the Wabash River at Vincennes,
Indiana.

The fact that this thoroughfare will serve ns an impor-
tant utility road as well as a memorial Dlﬂghwnr should
hasten its completion and encourage the r commissions
of the three interested states to start comstruction, at
least, during this anniversary year.

Educational Emphasis on Lineoln

Outstanding American statesmen have advocated for
many years that a place be made in our school enrricolum
for a brief course on Lincoln.

Bi hies of grent Americans have had little place
in our educational system, ex as reference books.
Information about Washington, Jefferson, Lincoln, and
others, has come mostly through indirect sources,

It is to be hoped that at least in Kentucky, Indiana, and
Minois, where Lineoln lived before falnz to W:l.nthh:;lai:lcr:E
some initiative may be taken in placing in the program
public instruction a brief course on Lincoln.

Much has been written recontly about training our

rospective statesmen in a politicnl “West Point.” Abra-
{-Jmm Lincoln made politica a sclence and actually put in
practice some of the fundamental principles in govern-
ment. No one had a better grasp on the essential verities
in democracy and no statesman was ever motivated by a
higher purposs in trjrin!: to interpret the Constitution in
the light of the country’s welfare,



