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THIS LINCOLN YEAR 
An annh·t•n::ury not only invites one to engage in rem· 

iui~;c(nt·(·~, lmL it ofLn1 Sl·ncs ns nn inspiration Cor fur· 
ther nchi~vt nwnts. 

A review of biogrnphicul data which ha.s appctlrcd dur­
in~ the pnKt hvl nty-hvt• yc·ar.o:s: will reveal tt_1at. Abrahunt 
Lincoln i! Auwric.-a'N out..;;tnnding pcrsonnhty. He con 
tinut•s to grow in f1nor not only \\ith American , but with 
ul1 m<·n t vt'rywht•rt. 

This Lincoln u.nni\er ary year ~hould !urnhh auffident 
1nspirauon to cncourugc the completion or manr project~, 
wh1('h havl' rltht·r l>e<:n dela)'td. becau .. e or \\a\'t!fing In· 
tert'3.t or retanled b«-au~e of irusuffkirnt enthu ia nt to 
a-ne tht·m momentum 

A II t uf ou1c of these projects might as~ t an v1 unl· 
1z.ing lh• J>OU!baht < of thts Lincoln lear. 

\ }~.,.'!oti\al of Patriotism 

Ono of the rnost lnm<ntable shifts of emr•hasis in our 
American liCe. whch obsuved from the \'iewpoint ot pu­
t.riotif'm, i~t the ('upture of our national holidays by com­
m~rciali1.l'd aport. 'fhe nutomobile races nt Indinnapolis 
and l'lflcwherc hnvc demoralized the Memorlul Day l('f· 
vices throuKhout thl' entire nation. Fourth o! Julr ia now 
n day of doublf! hcHder:o, wnter cal'nh·als, nnd nar ra<'(':l. 
The greater pnrt of Thanksgiving Dny iH ~pent in 1'011\(' 

bowl or amphithenWr or in going to or coming from the 
seene of ~eridlron hostilities. The national hollduys In 
spring, summer, nnU fall, so well distributed through the 
yl'ar, are loat tor up peals to the building up of an)' apirit 
of patrioilim. 

Tbf're is one last hope, and it eome:> in the winter. It 
is not. in the observance of a aing1e day but in the atttin& 
apart of an interval be~weto the birthday• of our srrest 
national heroes, Lincoln and Washin~eton. Year by year 
gnater tmphasas is being placed on the obsen·.•n~ of 
these dn)·s. and there aecms to be a continual ovcrlappine 
of the r.lobrntions. Th!. i• bringinll' about., duriniC tho 
period from Ft'bruary 12 to February 22, inclusi\·@, wh.at 
misrht well be coiled a Festival of Patriotism. 

The achoola, churches, patriotic organizations, club~. 
etc. arc nil keenly alive to this opportunity to build up n 
love for Ull' count!)' nnd her great benefactor • 

With tho 200lh anniversary of WoshinJI'(on'• birthday 
ju8t ovrr, nnd thr 126th anniversary of Lincoln's hirth 
juat da.wning, would it not be an opportune time to pluee 
greater cmphnl4is on the .... e days which rn.ight invatc n 
more ren<'rat use of this season tor patriotic pro~rarM. 

A Major Radio Broadcut 

Radio is preuntina- aome coast to coast JU'OR'rama, 
which becau•• of their popularity miJI'ht be called nation· 
al inatituUons. Thf're has not appeared as yet. u far as 
the writer has learned, an outst.3nding histnrieal St'rita 
of broadcast• "blch might be comparable, for instance, 
to some> of th.-.: trreat rnovinsr picture-s whie.h ha\·e visual­
iud opocho in the history of the nation. 

ls there not src-nius tnough~ among our creaton of out-­
f'landina- broadcasU:, to give to the radio audie-nc-e, durinR' 
this onnh·ersory )'f'ar of Lincoln's birth, a rn•i1o ma h r· 
piece inspin..J hy the- dramatic life of the tmnndpator~ 
Such n broadcast, if rt"leased over u coa;.t to con t n1•t­
work, would not only build up much good will for rudlo, 
but serve us n Jn •ting memorial to Lincoln. which by ~lee· 
trical trani'Cril>toon might be utilized for aub>equ~nt nnnl· 
vcraurlc11 nt l.mcoln'a birth. 

A Nrw•P•P"r Diography of Lincoln 
ThP. n~w .. pnpf'r file!'! o( America constitutR thf' mnlllt 

valunbl~ hi~ttory of the nation. This faet is C'~JK"Cinlly 
uotictabl• whrn one Attempt. to compile dati\ abo\lt 

promintnt individuals. More hn• hC'(·n wrilt<:>n about Lin­
c.·oln than &ny other Arm ricun, and, if one would learn all 
nbout the det...'l.iis (•f his lifl·, then• it but ont• exhaustive 
,..ourcc, the American prcsK. 

The c•·ntcnnial of Lincoln's birth, which was celebrated 
in 1909, found many or the grcnt tinily pnpers giving over 
whole Slctions to the Lineotn Jl(rry. \\hill'!> lheru is no 
\\BY in which a proper div18ion of subject matter might 
be uss!gned, it is w1thin the powt'r uf the pres!! to pre ent 
to the Am rican t>euple (in tho occa wn of the I 25th nnni­
\t•rs:ley of Uncoln's birth, next l·~ebruary, the most com­
pl~tc biography o! the trnanc1pator ev<'r \\nltt:J.. 

U the papers publi.sb€'d in all the atatea, eount1e;s, cities, 
and town.s touched by Lincoln at any umo durtng his life 
''ould be willing to confine thear Lincoln data to the inei­
dt·nts occurring within their bounc.J:a.n(:S, and the pape-rs 
outaido these gl!ographicnl da\1sions would t:Lke special 
intere ... t in compihng the rt minif;C' H't-. ot their citizen~ 
who knew the Prc~idtnt, a trt•mentlou~ cot1lribuhon '"·ould 
b .. rnade t.o Lincolniana. 

The Lincoln ~ationnl Life Fuundation would be very 
glnd to co-operate with any tH'wapnper1 which would like 
to (·ngage in such an effort, by 11upplying l<"uds, and would 
nhm 00 pleased to act. u.s a dcpos1tm ~· (or newspaper bio­
Kraphie.i of Lincoln which would rcKult from such a com· 
preh(·nshre geographical npprunch. 

The issue or Lincoln Lorn for January 8 will contain a 
list of the piRees which Abruham Lincoln ia known to 
han• visited durin&' his litr. 

Lincoln Mtmorial Rl~thway 

Por the past twent3o· yeArs Kentuck)·, Indiana, and llii· 
noi!!; ha,·e been more or less entaa.:d in planninl( a unified 
road rroject. which would t xttnd from the birthplace of 
Abraham Lincoln at Hodgen\'lll<, Kentucky, to his burial 
place at Springfield. lllinoio, 11nd pass by the Lincoln 
csbm home site in Indiana. 

'Three commissions 3PJlOJnted hv the governon of the 
re pt'ctive states have submitted their rt"porta, and for 
thr fir:;t time it might he ,:uid un offit'lt\l route has been 
r>tablished. Much of th~ M•·moriul Way is rout<><! over 
roads ulready constructed nnd a Linroln ~lemorial Bridge 
hns been built across the \Vnbu~h Hlvrr at Vincennes, 
Indiana. 

rfhe fact that this thorough (ore will t•f'\'C RS nn impor· 
tont utility road as well us u memorial hi~ehway should 
hasten its completion and cncourntte the road commissions 
ot the three interested statu to atnrt construction, at 
ltasl, during this anniversary year. 

Edu.talional Emphaeia on t .. ineola. 

OutstaudinJI' American atatesmen have advocated for 
many )·ears that a pla.C'C be madt' m our school eurrieulnm 
for a brief course on Lineoln. 

Biographies of Jl'reat Americana hn,·e bad little place 
in our edueational t~t}~atem, t.xcept aa rt>fert'nee books. 
Information about 'Washington, Jcfrtrton, Lincoln, and 
ot11ers, ha~ come most})• through indir~ sources. 

It is to be hoped that at least in Ktntucky, Indiana, and 
ntinoi•, where Lincoln lived bdon' golniC to WashinJI'(on, 
some initiative may be takt-n ln placing in the program of 
public inRtruction n. brief cour. e on J.lncoln. 

Much has been written ncently about training our 
prospective 8tatesrnen in n politirnl ~~w~st Point." Abra· 
ham Lincoln made politics n ttCirnee nnd netually put in 
practice some o! the fundamt"ntal Jlrinriplt'a in govern­
ment. No one had n b<'tt~r gra-Ap on thf' e~scntlal verities 
in dtmocracy nnd no state~man wn:1 cvf\r motivated by n. 
higher purpose in trying to intc-rprl't the Constitution in 
the light of the eountry'a welbre. 


