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VARIATIONS IN THE
GETTYSBURG ADDRESS

There are six transeriptions of the
Gettysburg Address by Lineoln all
different in some minor particulars,
also many copied reports of what Lin-
coln actually said, and thousands of
variations of these stenographic rec-
ords due to typographicsl errors.

Three versions of the address may
be used as examples of the sources
from which verbatim copies are said
to have been taken: first, a prelimi-
nary draft of the address prepared by
Lincoln some time before its delivery;
second, a report of what Lincoln ac-
tually said as recorded by an official
commisgioner at the dedication; and
third, a final copy written in Lincoln's
own hand.

The preliminary version used which
is called the battlefield copy is the one
which Lincoln is known to have had
with him at Gettysburg. It was writ-
ten on two separate sheets of paper,
one in ink on the Executive Mansion
stationery and the other in pencil on 2
piece of ruled paper. One theory
affirms that Lincoln wrote out a some-
what different version before the de-
livery of the address. The battlefield
copy appears on this sheet in light face

type.

[i‘hr: account of what Lincoln ae-
tually said at Gettyshurg which seems
to be the most reliable is published in
the official report of the eommission
appointed by the Governor of Massa-
chusetts to represent the state at Get-
tysburg. In the foreword appears this
observation, “The latter (Lincoln’s ad-
dress), which has not generally been
printed rightly, having been marred
from errors in telegraphing, is ap-
pended . . . in the correct form, as the
words actually spoken by the Presi-
dent, with great deliberation, were
taken down by one of the under-
signed,”

The wvariations in the copy of the
spoken words as taken down by the
Mazsachusetts commissioner, Charles
Everett, brother of Edward Everett,
are not s0 imovortant as the para-
graphing and punctuation which gives
us the best idea of the phrasing of the
address as delivered. This version is
shown in the opposite column by the
use of italies,

The copy of the address which i=
now accepted everywhere as the au-
thorative copy was prepared by Abra-
ham Lincoln and written out by him
for Bancroft, the historian, and pub-
lished in lithogpraph facsimile in
Autographed Leaves of Our Country's
Auwthors. This is the wversion which
ghonld alwanys be used for memorial
inscriptions as the authentic copy of
the Gettysburg Address, 1t a{.\rearﬂ
in the opposite column in bold-face
type oceupying the third line in the
geries of reproductions.
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Four seore and seven years ago cur fathers brought forth,
Fawr geore and seven years ago, owr fathers brought forth

Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth

upon this continent, a new nation, coneeived in liberty,

upon thiz continent o weeir nation, conecéived in [therty

on this continent, a new nation, conceived in Liberty.

and dedicated to the proposition that “all men are created equal”
andd dedicated to the proposition thal  all meen are ereated equal.
and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal.

Now we are engaged in & great civil war, testing whether that nation,
Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that nation—
Now we are engaged in a great civil war, festing whether that nation,

or any nation so conceived, and so dedicated, ean long endure.

or any nation, so conceived and so dedieated—can long endire.

or any nation so conceived and so dedicated, can long endure.

We are met on a great battle fleld of that war. We have come
We are met on a great battle-field of that war. We are mel
We are met on a great battlefield of that war. We have come
to dedieate a portion of it, as a final resting place for those
to dedicate o portion of it as the final resting—place of those
to dedieate a portion of that ficld, as a final resting place for those
who died here, . that the mnation might live.
who have given thetr lives that that nation might Hve.
who here gave their lives that that nation might live.
This  'we may, in all propriety do.
It is allogether fitting and proper that we showld do this,
It is altogether fitting and proper that we should do this,

But, ina larger sense, we can not dedicate—we can not consecrate—
But in a lavger sense, we connol dedicale, we cannot consecrate,
Buat, in a larger sense, we can not dedicate—we can not eonsecrate—

we can not hallow, this ground—The brave men, living and dead,

we eonnel Rallow,  this ground. The brave men, Hoing and deed,

we cannot hallow— this ground. The brave men, living and dead,

who struggled here, have hallowed  it, far above our poor power

who struggled here, have ednscorated it, far above owr power
who struggled here have consecrated it, far above our poor power

to add or  detract. The world will little note, nor long remember

to add oy to detraet. YT he world will very little note nor long remember

to add or  detract. The world will little note, nor long remember
what we say here; while it can never forget what they did here.

what we say heve; but i ean never forgot whal they did here.,

what we say here, but it can never forget what they did here.

It iz rather for us, the living, we here  be dedicated to the great

Itis for us, the hving, vather, to be dedicated, here, to the unfinished
It is for us the living, rather, to be dedicated here to the unfinished
;{Jark t}uw r}wy ’ : : Iiuuciﬁnw f:l-r 820 n:oMj; .m.lwiea‘ ;m.
work which they whoe fought here have thus far so nobly advanced.
K g - : - .. . : task remaining
It iz rather for us to be here dedicated to the greet task remaintng
It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the great task remaining
before ns—that, from these honored dead we take inereased devotion
before us; that from these honored dead we take increased devoiton
before us—that from these honored dead we take increased devotion
to that cause for which they here, gave the last full measure of devotion—
to that eaise for which they here gave the fast full measiwre of devotion:
to that cause Tor which they gave the last foll measure of devotion—
that we here highly resolve these dead shall not have died in vain;
that we here .ﬁ.i'ﬁh!y pregolve that these dead shall not have died tn vain,
that we here highly resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain—
that the nation, shall have a new birth of freedom,
that the nation shall, wnder God, have a new birth of freedom,
that this nation, under God, shall have a new hirth of freedom—
and that government of the people by the people for the people,
and that government of the people, by the people, for the people,
and that government of the people, by the people, for the peaple,
shall not perish from the earth.
shall net pevish from the earth.
shall not perish from the earth.
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