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LINCOLN'S ATTITUDE TOWARD JEFFERSON

No series of discussions released through Lincoln Lore
geems to hove met with more favorable tumptlnq than
the several monographs dealing with serious eriticiema
which have been brought against Lincdln. As ench sue-
ceeding November brings out a new crop of political as-
pirants and stirs the blood of the old ones, this may be a

roper time to review a atory of the 1860 eampaign, which
Euldn that Abraham Lincoln brought serious charges
against Jefferson for the purpose of diserediting him and
his party.

The following article appeared in the Macomb, Illinois,
Eagle in August, 1860, right in the midst of the cam-

ign, and stated that it was “an extract of a speech mado
E; Mr, Lineoln in 1844":

Linecoln on Jeflerson

“Mr. JefMerson is a statesman whose praises are never
out of the mouth of the demoeratic party. Let us attend
to this uncompromising friend of freedom, whose name
is continually invoked against the Whig party., The char-
acter of Jefferson was repulsive. Continually 'p'nlimr
about liberty, equality, and the degrading curse of slav-
ery, he brought his own children to the hammer, and
made money of his debaucheries. Even at his death he
did not manumit his numerous offspring, but left them,
soul and body, to degradation and the eart whip. A daugh-
ter of this vaunted champion of democracy was sold some
yvears ago at public auction in New Orleans, and pur-
chased n society of gentlemen, who wished to testify
by her liberation their admiration of the statesman who

“Dreampt of freedom in a slave’s embrace,”

This single line I have quoted gives more insight io the
character of the man than whole volumes of panegyric.
It will outlive his epitaph, write it who may.”

A copy of this clipping was sent to Lincoln by Anson
G. Chester, Esq,, and Lineoln replied to him as follows:

Springfield, Ills., Sept. 5, 1860.
Anson G. Chester, Esq.

My dear Sir: Yours of the 1st is received. The extract
apon & newspaper slip which you sent, and which I here-
with return, is a base forgery, so far as iis Iuﬂlmh{r is
imputed to me. [ never said anything like it, at any time
or place. 1 do not recognize it as anything 1 have ever
seen before, emanating from any source. | wish my name
not to be used : but my friends will be entirely safe in de-
:ountlnx the thing as a forgery, so far as it is aseribed

o me,
Yours very iruly,
A. Lineoln,

About two or three weeks after writing to Mr, Chester,
Lincoln had another letier referring to the same speech
apparently alleged to have been made by him in Me-
Donough County of which Macomb was the county seat.
To this inguirer Lincoln replied in these words:

Springfield, Illinois, October 1, 1860,

My dear Sir: Yours of September 21si was received
some time ago, but [ could not till now find time to an-
swer It 1 never was in MeDonough County till 1858, 1
never said anything derogatory of Mr. JeTerson in Me-
Donough County or elsewhere. About three weeks ago
for the first time in my life did I ever see or hear the
language attributed to me as having been used toward

Mr. Jefferson; and then it was sent to me, as you now
send, in order that I m'lim siy whether it eame from me,
I never used any such language at any time. You may
rely on the truth of this, although it is my wish that you
do not publish it.
Yours truly,
A. Lincoln.

How widely this story became circulated there is no
way of learning, but it left a very erroneous impression
which has lived ontil this day, that Linecoln had no ad-
miration for Jefferson. In two speeches which Lincoln
made in Congress in 1848 he had occnsion to mention
Thomas Jefferson and in both instances his remarks were
complimentary.

In 1852 Lincoln was asked to deliver a enlogy on Henry
Clay and near the close of his address he read s long
letter by Jefferson which he felt to be very complimentary
to the Virginia statesman then in retiroment,

During his debates with Douglas time and time again
he showed that he was sustained in his argument by
Thomas Jefferson and there was always the utmost re-
spect for the opinions of the great stalesman whom he
quoted as an authority on o many questions,

In April, 1858, Abraham Lincoln was invited to attend
a festival in Boston in bhonor of the birthday of Thomas
Jefferson. Although distance mnde the nccoptance of the
invitation impossible he did write n fine testimonial on
Thomas Jefferson too long to be copied here. Lincoln ar-
gued that his own party now stood where Jefferson stood
and Jefferson's party occupled a position contrary to the
ideals of its founder. These excerpts from the conclusion
of Lineoln's personal tribute to Jefferson should forever
silence anyone whe would question Lincoln's loyalty to
Jefferson:

“Bearing in mind that about seventy years ago two
great political parties were first formed in this country,
that Thomas Jefferson was the head of one of them and
Boston the headquarters of the other, it is both eurious
and interesting that those uupsu-nd to descend politieally
from the party opposed to Jeferson should now be cele-
brating his birthday in their own original seat of empire,
while those claiming political descent from him Ve
nearly to breathe his name everywhere.

“Remembering, too, that the Jeferson party was
formed upon its supposed superior devotion of the per-
sonal rights of men, holding the rights of property to be
secondary only, and greatly inferior, and assuming that
the so-called Democracy of to-day are the JeMerson, and
their opponents the anti-Jefferson, party, it will be equally
int ng to note how completely the two have changed
hands as to the principle upon which they were originally
supposed to be divided...."

“But, soberly, it is now no child’s play to save the prin-
rlglen of Jefferson from total overthrow in this nation . ..
The principles of JeMerson are the definitions and axioms
of free society... All honor to Jefferson—to the man,
who, in the conerete pressure of a struggle for national
independence by a single peaple, had the coolness, fore-
cast, and capacity to introduce into i merely revolution-
ary decument an abstract truth, applicable to all men and
all times, and so to embalm it there that to-day and in all
coming days it shall be a rebuke and a stumbling-block
to the very harbingers of reappearing tyranny and op-
pression.”



