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SEVENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE LINCOLN-DOUGLAS DEBATES

OTTAWA, AUGUST 21, 1858

Two great debates stand out in the
history of American literature, the
Webster-Hayne discussion of 1830 and
the Lincoln-Douglas contest of 18568,
While lacking the literary merit and
formal pregentation of the earlier ar-
gument, the Lincoln-Douglas series,
judged from the wide public interest it
created, and the ultimate political
movements which it foreshadowed,
should be set apart as the most im-
portant verbal battle which has ever
been waged on the American conti-
nent.,

It would seem that the seventy-fifth
anniversary of the delivery of this
significant serles of arguments should
not pass unnoticed. The separate en-
counters are in themselves so impor-
tant in Abroham Lincoln's develop-
ment that each separate meeting of
the contestants will be discussed in
this and subsequent issues of Lincoln
Lore. There were seven Illinois cities
which entertained the debators in 1868
August 21, Ottawn: Avgust 27, Free-
port: September 15, Jonesbore; Sep-
tember 18, Charleaton: October T,
Galesburg; October 13, Quincy: Octo-
ber 15, Alton.

The Setting af Miawa

Saturday, Aungust 21, 1858, was a
clondless day execept for the c’luulil of
dust which rose in great eolumns from
every toad lending to Ottawn.

The nlatform for the speakers waa
erceted in front of the court house.
All available apace within the public
square where the court house stood
was oceupled and all of the avenues
leading to it were congested. People
literally swarmed upen the platform
itself, and even the roof was oceupied,
where those who had gained a foothold
tore off picces of the temporary shelter
so that they might view the debators.
Before the speakers and guests could
be ushered upon the platform one see-
tion of it gave way under the weight
of those who were clinging to the
structure. The number of people pres-
ent on this oceasion has been estimated
ell the way from 12,000 to 20,000, The
contest was of more than local interest,
however, and every important nows-
paper in the country carried an necount
of it. One Chicago paper found it nee-
esgary to print three editions before
the demands of the people could be
satisfied,

While in Ottawa Lineoln was enter-
tained at the home of Mujor Joseph O.
Glover and Douglas was recelved at
the Geiger House, Both men were
given eolorful ovations upon reaching
the eity and nlso when nscending the
speakers’ platform, Douglas spoke
first, Lincoln followed, and Douglas
concluded with his rejoinder,

While the points at jssue between
the two parties was the general ground
of discussion, “Should slavery ox-

tended in the United States and terri-
tories?" might be suggested as the
major question which was discussed
throughout the series of arguments,
although no formal statement of a spe-
cific theme for debate was submitted.
Douglas supported the affirmative and
Lineoln the negative side of the ques-
tion mentioned above. It will be ob-
served that this proposition called for
a full consideration of the principle of
popular sovercignty. The limited
available in Lincoln Lore will limit the
data presented to abreviated outlines
of the arguments,

Speech of Douglas
Intraduction

Lincoln end Douglas, representatives
of two grent parties (paragraph 1).

Principles of Old Line Whigs and
Democrata (2, 3, 4).

Lincoln and Trumboll combined to
destroy these parties and form an
abolition or Republican party (5).

Argument
A, The Republicen Resolution,

The Springfield resolutions of
the "Black Republican Pariy"
(G-9).

Seven specific guestions put to
Lincoln about the resolutions (10-
11).

B, Persaonal References.

His own personal career com-
pared to Lincoln's (12).

His own litical career com-
Euud to nealn's, emphasizing

incoln's attitude in the Mexican
War (13).

The i]::-l{tir.nl history of Trumbull
and his associntion with Lincoln
discussed (14-18),

C. The "Howze Divided™ Question.

Quoted part of Lincoln’s speech
containing phrase “a honse divided
i'ﬁ;""t tself cannot stand™ (17-

Affirmed government could exist
half slave and half free (18).

Declared uniformity of state laws
and institutions neither possible
nor desirable .(20).

D, Racial Equality.

Upheld Dred Scott decision and
opposed negro citizenship in any
and every form (21).

Claimed God never intended ne-
gg: to be equal to white man (22-

Negroes should have privileges
conaistent with public good (24).

E. Pagu.fur Sovereignty,
neh and every state must decide
for itself what to do with the free
negro (25).

Ench state and territory has the
right to da as It pleases in all
thin Il..ciimlland ﬁohmi:mic (28).

r. Linealn an part in
to dissolve the Union (E"f}.r SEO

Speech of Lincoln
Rebutial

Denied charge of associating with
Trumball to obtain political office (1).

Denied having anything to do with
the resolutions Douglas read from the
Republican eonvention (2).

Denied any bargaining with Trum-
bull to sell out old political parties and
read part of apeech made at Peoria on
the Missourl Compromise to prove it
(3-11).

Claimed above quotations answered
the gquestion put to him by Douglas
on the Fugitive Slave Law (12-13).

Denied belief in perfect social and
political equality with negro but ar-
gued the negroe’s equal right with any
man to eat bread earned by his own
toil (14).

Denied personal charge of being a
grocery keeper (16).

Denied Douglas's Mexiean War ac-
cusation (16).

Regliad to Dw;lau’s argument on
the “divided house” and echarged Doug-
las and contemporaries with plannin
for the “perpetuity and nationalism o
slavery” (17-20).

Argument
A. Popular Sovereignty.
Defined popular sovercignty ns
H}Hhﬂ to the slavery question
Against reducing to a dead uni-
formity all local institutions of va-
ripus states (22),
The Nebraska Bill and “original
rinciples™ of the founders (23).
B. The Pro-Slavery Conspirncy.
Claimed a tendency or conspiracy
by alavery advocates to make slav-
ery perpetual and uoniversal (24-
25

eviewed Douglas's Chicago
charge that he (Lincoln) would set
the states at war with one another
(26-27).

?urth-:; mhpi;\m of the :::i
spiracy e slavery
and universal (28-50). s

The course Judge Douglas is per-
suing to make slavery national is
the advocation and support of an-
other Dred Scott decision (51-66).

The attitude of Douglas would
repress all tendeneles to liberty and
ultimate emancipation (58).

The second Dred Seott decision
would make slavery alike lawful
in all the states old as well as now,
North as well as South (57-58).

Mr. Douglas’s Rejoinder

Discussed Lincoln's relation to the
Republican platform and his refusal to
answer question put to him about plat-
form (1-13).

Replied to Lineoln's charge of con-
spiracy and referred to Missouri Com-
promise and Nebraska Bill (14-21),

Claimed Linealn was reluctant to
avow his principles (22),

Lineoln's doctrine would ultimately
bring about dissolution of Union (23).



