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UNCLE SAM alias ABRAHAM LINCOLN 
The cc.·l. hrntion of the nntion's 

bH thda} on .July fourth revives inter­
, t an the.· ul'iJ.till nntl evolution of 
UJldc Stun, tlw c.·nrirntur(' figure which 
t.uuiH for Uw Un1h•tl St.nt.cs. 
Tlu~ .. m n Snmut·l \\'il~;on, Abra­

hmn Lincoln, nnd Thoma .. Nnst-:"ecrn 
to ha\l' coutnbuttd mo~t to the nn· 
tion I fll{\lr~ now t~o \\\11 known. The 
nam'"• Und ~nm, iR tuud to have orig­
inal d with \\'ilaon; his general phy­
Jeul nppt:Lrunc \\u larg<'ly copied 
n;.m I mcoln: and tho )JOpulurit.ation 

~ nd accr-ptancc of hls standardized 
ch;~.rnctenatlu were due to the inter­
pret.uuon of :\ aat. more tbun anyone 
el . 

The •tory o( Und~ Sam's nativity 
rorn do'"n to u throug-h tradition as 
folltl\\: : 

"l!U11ng th. Wur o! 1812 a man 
n.unl"d B unud Wil~n w.ts govern­
m«.nl ht JWctor nt Tro)' (New York) 
of pnrk und bt ef liUn·ha.o;<.>d by the 
<.; ,,v ... rrmwnt. 'l'ht· rmwr-t rontuining the 
pro\'1. innK shlpJ•t<l to thr Government 
hy u rontructur numNI Elbert Ander­
on wc·r murkt d with hi5 initials, E . 

.A., and ht•low, U. R, standing for 
l'n•h..'d Stat~ • Orw of the government 
''''rkm n, ntw nt the tu k, asked the 
n nltlg ' ( t • S., and was jocularly 
mfor I t 1 t It nu:nnt "Uncle Sam" 
\\'11 ;on. Th1 pll" mtry ''"as repeated 
·n vo.nou torn\ , nnd \\"ilson wa oon· 

r tulated on th'-' t xh.'nl of hts prop-
(' ) , m ny ctl passing there were 

n rkt-cl The'! atory sprfitd :md took 
1m • oo•. . fill tcrdny the allusion is 

C\ cr,' ht·n und ntood." 
It 1 'IJ-earB thnt the name "Uncle 

s. m'' 1 t C'nm~ into u <"b) the troops 
t tt IUfl("il ne.tr Troy, An editorial in 

tl 4' 'J rou 11
11 t of Sc•pt«.~mber 7, 1813, 

lute : .. This cnnt tt"rm for our gov-
t• rmwnt huo; ~ut nhnoNt ns current as 
.J41lw Bu l l. Tlw 11 Ut•J·s 'U. S.' on the 
,::ct\' J't:nwnt WIWt n!, 1•tr., ure supposed 
to how• ~~1\'t•n r1 ~to it." 

In V'/ut Rt yi.'ft( r for 1815 the fol· 
lowins;r rldlnitiOH i» ~oeh·en for the term 
••u. S.'' or .. Untl<" Rnrn.'' A cant term 
in tht" nrrny for the United States." 

T"o S.unud \\'ilron , one born in 
fl l. wnro nnd thr other In )fa 5.3C'hu· 

t , h 'r I i I dnirn to the distinction 
h • " tho ort.,Jnnl Samuel Wilson 

t "l: le S m"' (nmt-
Jo ,. M \1 tlson, son of the Deln­

'' r(" \\'11 n, prc:scn('(l thls family 
I r): 

""!' mu• I \\"Jl m "" 1 born at ~"il­
mlh~(ln, 1 '•lnvonn', March 6, 1778, the 
o (I{ \1.,n 1n1tukl, nnd :\1nry "•ilson 

"ho cnmo to Amrrirn frflm Scotland. 
Ht w1th hi b1-other joinf'd the Lewis 
nnd f'lurk northwt· t t•xnedition in 
1R1tL LntPr Uwy t('lurned to Troy-on­
IJw-Hu,le;on, N. Y., whf.•l'C they were 
j, oirH' I hy tht•ir pnr~nt!'l:. :::;nmuel ~ 

,. 1r1 tl l"nlJlloymt•nt with on~ F.lbert An­
ti un whn O\\ nNt nnd Ol)("r1..ted n g<·n· 
rrnl J;IIPph• ~ttort• .... \ft(>r the war of 
1812, l'nclt S tm w~nt to Penn:;y}vania 
where he wu united in marriage to a 

Miss Susan Anch·r1wn of Cumberland 
County. l'nrh• Sum dit'd March 7, 
1878, in Kot~cluako Counly, Indiana, at 
the ugo of 100 yonrs nnd three dnys. 
His bod~· wos Iuter l"<'movcd to l'lcr­
riam, lndiaun, wht'l"f• it now rc~ts \dth 
other ml·mbt'n o! tho family," 

A gnmddr.ughtt'r of the :\lns~nehu­
St tt \\'al1on ha!! preserv ... '>rl some in­
tr.r ling fumilr •lata nbout he-r dis­
tingtJi h t nnce tor, Samut>l \\'l1~n. 
H ... wu born an Arlington, :\h,ssacbu­
etto, on S ptemh<-r 13, 1766. There 
"ere 01ght <h ldren in the family, and 
he. with his brother, Ebcnner, went 
to Troy in 1789. Thoy "tte first brick­
tn:ik end Inter went into the pack· 
ing businf'S3, ha\'in~t t\\'0 large f;)augh .. 
ter hou • In 1812 troops from New 
York and 1\cw JC"rACy were located 
thC'rc nnd S:1mud J.int·o)n wa~ ap. 
point<"li nn intJH't"tor of bt•d b)' Ander­
fWln, who hncl n rontrad for upplying 
food for thn urmy. 

\\'il8ou C'ontinw·'t to re .. idc in Troy, 
and in a Jor~•l lll'w J)tl.JII'l' of !Sao h is 
C'<mJW('tion with tlw trn('}P Snm of cari­
<·aturo• wns mt•fltionc.t. As lat(' ns 1848 
Jw wus udi\'C'r in tJu in('S!I nffnit:; in 
Troy. He di<'d in 18:'it and his body lies 
m 0 kwOOfl (' ·m~tt r)• in that city. 

1'".-o early carit:'atures may have 
rcmtrlbut('(l somethfn~ to the figure 
Y.e now r<"C''S:'ni'k 11 th£" national S)"lll· 
bol Yank<'<' l>oodlt, repre enting a 
ru ic Yank of JlTe--revolutionary 
clay • TN'<'I\td SOmf• attention and did 
not compl t lr dlsappenr until after 
18GO. Urothtr Jonathan rome in~o 
JlTnmm( nro nhout thco time of the Re· 
\olutifmnr\' \\rnr. IJP ftr t ap)>eared a.~ 
11 rathnt stout m:tn with a smooth, 
rounrl fact", clrC's ed in loosC> fitting 
hi1·t ntHI trou,wr .. Althouteh he was 

thr mo t JlOlmlnr rnrirnturr as lnte as 
t hr Civi I \V nr, he Jt"l'nduaiJy took on 
th{• ('hnrnett rh-~tlrs l ah•r RR('ribed to 
Unci«.' Snm, nnd untiJ the war between 
th • stah•" h<•J.:'Bll wnt~ o(t('n portrayed 
t• n outhC<rn plonter. 

The Undc ~am who was first intro­
ducod In <nricnture about 1850 did not 
r•present ony pl'<'lal type but often 
nppeared •• a Ynnkee lloodle or a 
Jonathan. H waw u~ually t~hort and 
stout In Cn<t you might expect him 
to J•~nr in mo t an)' fonn. He 
eem d fn me ln t.nnc{'S to be a eom-

JX II< of Yank lloodlc an<! Jonnthan. 
A lot' • the month of llny, 1 SG.<;, 
Uncle ~1\ln ppt"':'lred as ~. smooth 
f .. c:ed indi,•hlu I fn many C'nrtoons. 
Oh~ 1uthor \\ho h 1 written ('xt~n­

s•Yrh t•n tht~ rarirnturc~ of the nint:\­
t<" nth ('<·t:turr, mnkrs this comment: 

4 'From 1hfl ri<'h mntrrinl offered hl' 
ou•· \\':\r of 8ll'4' Inn 1he cnricnturist!; 
('rt•w littlt• nlon thnn the long, gaunt 
fw·ur·c t1nd tho JHTIIm{y b('ard of L in· 
coin und the• <'tJ,(nr of G~·ncrnl Grant." 

YC>r-y oltrr1 fluring the Civ·il \Vnr 
Abr.1hnm l.htC"ltln vons dre:;scd by the 
('Urif'aturi t in thP ltMpCd trOUSers Of 
red nnd white nnd •tarred Ye~t with 
swallow twl coat. lie was sometimes 

calk-d "Uuclo Ab<·" nnu very ofl.<:n 
1abclcd "lJndt.! :Sam." '.Lllt.! bOlt. hut of 
the t• .. ulwr Jonuthnn now gun: l'Jace 
to the lugh hut. biUUiUl' to the one worn 
by Lmcoln. In the c drd\\'lng~ which 
accentuat4..-d Jus tulJnc~~ and ~linmes..-.; , 
a very V.l\'ld cuntrubt wu11 built up u ...... 
tween Lincoln rus Uudo Sum nnd the 
. hort nnU litout. John liull who wa., 
often mtrodut..-cli intu thu picture. 

1- 1it«n ycara ugo one ut uur da1ly 
paJk:ll; wua a.~~ ked thu qu Uon: ".From 
\\hom \\U Uncle Sam II vortrait taktn 
or \\ ho or1guuatA.-d the h.lc o( the face 
in bts ~lcli.U'e;•• Thu -wa~ the an.a-wer 
in part prcp11red by thu editor: ·:a ""'Y be that '" the gaunt, loose­
kntt !rum·, tho strong and ruggt.-d 
featun.-s, wt· r<"COgniw u k.imJup to 
that. sterJing 1tnd tut-ntiully Amtr1ctm 
t.)pe of man \\hlt·h found its bet ex· 
ponent in Lincoln, und thal this is the 
rc.t~un why Uncle Sum has become the 
mo.l:tt. wuvt•r. ully ucn ptt•d und best be­
loved of u ll our convtmtionnl types . . .. 
lib u..,.ual co. turuo muy have come 
it\Hn the carlcaturiat.'s tric1< o! cloth­
iug Lmcoln in tho atur:J nnd tripe.l;. 
The wholll COIICl'J1tion of our pre.lt:nt 
Uncle Snm prububly O\\'Ca mor~ to Lin~ 
c•uill lhan to uny othtr mn.n.'' 

Thomas ~u t. w:as one o! the !orc-­
mwt ra.rtcatunsta of .Amerit.-a for a. 
p<nod or more than tY.cnty·the )ears. 
J n loGO he " nt to t:nglnnd as peci~l 
art• t for n ;>; "' York paper. Ue re­
turnee: to ;>;cw York In 1861, and the 
folio\\tn.t: )'l'Ar he begun dnlWing' for 
HaryJcr'., lfukl11 nnd continued with 
them through the wnr. Ho 1 faid to 
have ~fn r pon Jblo for that intcr­
e;stin~ political nu.•mtgt'rit, the Ut>pub­
hcan ( 1\ l'h~ nt, the t> mocrntic donkey 
nne! thP Tummnny tiJ,:"cr. ' 

\\'uh J.inroln ns n ~~:ubjc·ct ronstnntly 
hcior(' him during tlw WHr Nn!-.t had 
nwu)• orca iou~ to /)n•sent the Prcsi4 

d('nt. in the t•onv~·nt onnl Htripcd trou· 
sen,, shu rt'<l vt·xt, and blue coat. The 
Lincoln wl1irh he tran formed into 
UnciP Sam wore n be:\rd, and, ,,~hilo 
the cigar o!t<'n !lf'<'n in Uncle Sam's 
mouth rna)· hn,.o been borrowed from 
Jqtnthan, po siblr at was tht> famou..; 
ci~:nr of Geno!"lll Grnnt that finally 
found ita v. .. y into t!n le Sam'a mouth. 
Lmroln did not u~e tob:~«o. 

Ar:other c ncnturt t, John Rippler, 
S('('m to hav adtt I som ('har:tcter· 
1st1cs to tht"' U'ncle S m ~e hav~ ;,( .. 
c ptCtL He mak~ the rhin ''hi k rs 
rour;hly point~~~ and gh:(>S n muc-h 
moJ'f" tligniflttl r.pp...:t.rnnre to hi rhnr· 
:lft('r thnn ~tt t. \Vhile Na t mnv not 
hnsc put th!" lini hing- tourh on Uncle 
Sum, it U}lfwars t1 if h,. t·ontributed 
more townrtl. th<• Eot uulnrdizcd por .. 
trait. them nny oth(ll• Ringlt• ar .. ist. As 
onP writrr hn!l I'Rill, "It wn"J Thomns 
~u~t whr, nr t ${1\V(• Anwriran rnrica­
tur<' :t discnlt}' .uul ml:"nning," and we 
might ronrlud~· thnt it wa11 Thomas 
Nast whirh h·t nllo"'('ll u to s<'e in 
TTrd !lam the prototn>e of Abraham 
Lincoln. 


