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THE SISTER OF ABRAHAM LINCOLN

It is only in recent years that it has
bocome known Ennurnlly that Abra-
ham Lingoln had a sister. The biog-
raphers who first mentioned this fact
made two serious mistakes in identify-
ing her: at first they gauve her name
ns Nuncy and also claimed that she
was younger than Abraham. Lincoln's
only sister was born at Elizabethtown,
Kentucky, on Feb 10, 1807, two
years and two days before the birth of
Abraham. She was named Sarah, evi-
dently in honor of Sarah Shipley Mit-
chell, her mother's eousin and constant

te d childhood.

the time Sarash was five of
age she had lived in three different
cabin homes, Her parents moved from
Elizabethtown in the late fall of 1808
to the farm where her brother, Abra-
ham, was born, They had lived at this
picturesque home by the spring on the
Old Cumberland Road but two years
when 'Lhut]: moved about ten miles
north on the sume highway to a much
more productive farm, It was here at
Enob Creek that Sarah agent the rest
of her childhood days in Kentucky.

Somo traditions about her have
preserved by the descendants of
ple who as children were her p
mates in the Knob Creek school tau.gﬂ
by Zacharinh Riney and Caleh Hazel
One of the boys in the school, Austin
Gollaher, who was often with the Lin-
coln children, elaimed that Sarah was
his childhood sweetheart. Gollaher told
one w]:i“itnt:sr:luwud him in hiz later
years Wis A very preity
girl and I loved hzr and elaimed her as

do.” As Sally was but nine years
old when the family left for Indiana
her love affair with Gollaher could not
have been a very serious one, The most
vivid memory of the Kentucky days
¥ru'tmhi;r wins divected to a brother,
homas, four years younger than she,
who died in infancy.

The removal of the Linecoln family
to Indinna in 1816 did not mean that
they went to live among strangers as
it iz evident that Sarah had some couns-
ina 1i in the same county not far
away and also many unintances of
her porents hnd moved there. Two
years later, however, when she was but
elaven yenrs of age, her mother died.
The responsibility of caring for the
home evolved upon her and for more
than a year she was the
for her father and brother.

The second marriage of her father
must have pleased Sarah for she was
relieved from the responsibilities of
the care of the home nnd also found
two eongenial playmates in the two
doughters of her stepmother; one,
Elizabeth, just her own age, and Ma-
tilda, four years ger. It is likely
that Sarah attended school with the
Johnson children and her brother,
Abraham,

The deseriptions which we have of
Sareth are all in agreement and this
briel one I?' her own minmmar may
be accepted: “"She was short of stat-
ure and somewhat plump in build, her
hair was doark brown and her eyes
were grey,”

Aside from the entry in the i
Bible recording her birth the first rei-
erence to Sa Lincoln a ing on
record is in the minute book of Pigeon
Church. On April 8, 1826, there is in-
scribed  this entry, “Received Sister
Sally Lincoln by experience of grace.™
Zhe was then nineteen uimn of age.
Her father and stepmother were both
members of the co gution as well
os her stepsister, Eli th. It is quite
likely that when Sally joined the
church sho was already planning for
her wedding as church aflliation and
Emu'imany went hand in hand in those

nys.

In the summer of 1826 a new family
by the name of Crawford moved into
the community and settled next to the
Grigsbys, Ax Sarah often went out to
pauist :wi%hhnrl who were in need of
help it is likely that Sarah was for &
thort time employed to anssist Mrs.
Crawford, who had small children in-
cluding an infant in arms. How long
Sarah had been keeping eompany with
Anron Grigesby we do not but
tl:ez had beem to school together and
both attended the same church. Sarah
Lineoln's presenee in the Crawford
home next to the Gri may have
hastined the betrothal of these young

ple. On August 2, 1826, Charles
Iarper united in marriage Aaron
Grigeby and Sarph Linealn ns re-
eardml In the rvecords of Spencer
County. '

The Grigsbys were plain ploneer
people like the Lincolns and Sally Lin-
coln waa gure to have a good home. It
is rensonable to expeet that her father
would present her, upon her marringe,
with as much ns was required of a
gunrdian ot the expiration of his poar-
dinnghip. The law gave an orphan girl
who was bound out the following pro-
perty as her rightful heritage: “A new
feather bed, with all eloth-
ing, with pillow and bolster, all of de-
cent home manufecturing.” She would
also have suitable clothing as a wed-
dinf gift and undoubtedly n cow and
calf za n Eurt of her dowry. Whether
or not Thomas Lineoln was nble to
present her with a horse nnd saddle we
are unable to say.

Much purely traditionnl matter and
i large volume of untenable data has
been written about this wedding as far
as Abrahom Lineoln's connection with
it iz coneerned but most of it is pure
fiction. The wedding undoubtedly took
plece in the Linecoln cabin and was

probably like most ploneer weddings.

The married life of Sarah Lincoln
Grigsby was brief, however, for, about
one year and o half later, on January
20, 1828, she puseed away in ehild-
Livth. A story of her death comes down
to us from Captain J, W, Lamar, who
lived in the community,

“A great grief which affected Abe
through life was cansed by the desth
of his only sister, Sally. They were
close companions and were n great
deal slike in temperament. About a
year after her marriage to one of the
Grigsbys she died. This wus a hard
blow to Abe who always thought her
death was due to neglect. Abe wasz in
8 little smokchouse when the news
camne to him that she had died. Hea
came to the door and sat down burying
his face in his hands. The tears
trickled through his large fingers, and
gobs shool his frame. From then on he
was alone in the world, you might
suy.” Mra, Lamar added this comment
to the testimony of her husband, “I re-
member the night she died. My mother
wis there ut the time. She had a very
sirong volee and I heard her calling
inther. He nwoke the boys and said,
‘Something is the malter He went
after the doctor but it was too late
They let her lay too long. My old punt
was the midwife”

One of the members of the Grigsby
family adds this forther comment
about Sarph and her husband:

“Snllg: Lineoln lived but a short time
after the marciage and her husband
died about three years later. They had
a very bright future before them for
the people of that day and Sally
Grigsby wns much thought of and
loved by all her husband's people. She
waz given the best kind of burial that
eould be given and my father erected
a sand stonge marker on the graves of
both ghe and her husband, and always
looked after these graves ns well as
the others of our family as long as he
Tived."

The grave of Sarnh Lineoln in the
Pigeon Church cemetery i=s  now
marked by a fine monument erected on
:r!:aj' 20, 1916, It bears this inscrip-
ion

SARAH LINCOLN
WIFE OF
AARON GRIGSBY
FEB. 10, 1807
JAN, 20, 1828

Whilo the burinl places of Sarah
Lineoln fnd her mother are some dis-
tance apart they ure now within the
same veservation controlled by the
State of Indinna which nssures that
they will be well cared for forever.



