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MARKING THE GRAVE OF LINCOLN’S MOTHER

The annual observance of Memorinl Uni with a
exercises at the grave of Nancy Hanks Lincoln in-
vites a continually inereasing number of people to attend
the ceremonies each year. This fact su ts that the mark-
ing of the burial place of Lincoln's mother is a story which
should be preserved. While it is difficult to verify some of
the early traditions mentioning markers used at the grave,
the mccounts of the more formal attempis to honor the
president’s mother are available.
Original Markers

From our knowledge of the custom of the pioneers, we
may feel sure that the grave of Mrs. Lincoln was marked
in some way at the time of her burial. Likely nothing more
than two rough stones, one at the foot and another at the
head of the grave, were used. We are not to assume that
Thomas Lincoln was less thoughtful of his wife than his
con es were of their departed oncs,

How the eriginal marker on the grave of Mra, Lin-
coln remained is problematical, but there is some evidence
that there was a plain slab there ns late an the president’s
death in 1865. The following excerpt from the Indianapolis
Star of Febroary 3, 1907, supports this assumption:

“Shortly after the assassination of Abraham Lincoln o
picnic party from the little town of Dale near Lincoln City
went up to the old Lincoln farm and spent the day ... The
Lincoln cabin was still standing and but a short distance
u{.\ the hill was a plain slub that murked the resting place
oi Nancy Hanks Lincoln.,."

However, an artist by the name of Rowbothan wos there
in 1866, and he claimed that the grave was then unmarked.
Inasmuch as nearly fifty years had passed since the death
of Mrs. Lincoln, it would not be strange if the markers in o
wooded area where there was no regular burial ground had
been disturbed and possibly carried off by relic hunters
before Rowbothan's arrival.

Wartman Armatrong Marker

That some o effort was made to mark the burial
site within five years after Abraham Lincoln’s desth is
evident from a letter dated Februnry 10, 1870, A portion
of this letter which Willinm Herndon wrote to Capt. J. W.
Wartman follows: “Received the Rock Annual from
you and for which I am much obliged. 1 see in it the pro-
ceedings of your people in relation to the erection of
a monument to the memory of Mrs Lineoln, mother of
President Lincoln ...l most heartily endorse what you are
doing and the world will do the same. "

Another tradition current in Spencer County might sug-
gest that the Wartman memorial effort did not suceeed as
it is clanimed that Joseph D. Armstrong superintended the
erection of the first stone: “Having noticed the lected
condition of the grave, he purchased a small marble s:h
about two feet high, and also a footmarker at Roe
placed them on the grave in 1874." 1t is said that the words
Nancy Hanks Lincoln" were placed on the headstone, and
that some of the business men of Rockport assisted in
financing the project.

There is some reason to belleve that this effort was the
culmination of the Wartman project of 1870, and bath vefl-
erences may relate to the same attompt to mark the grave.
However, the following news item in the Rockport Journal
of July 30, 1897, would imply that no stone was placed on
the ve at this early dabe;

wﬁ: grave of Mre. Lincoln was unmarked and was un-
noticed by the public until the seventies when three citizena
of Rockport began the project of raising a fund to erect o
monument, clear off the undergrowth from the grounds,
and inclose the grave with s dorahle Tonce. The committes
solicited subseriptions for severnl months but the amounts
were small, An old settlers’ moeoting was held at Lineoln
City July 4, 1874, when the matter of erecting a monument
was talked of but no action taken.”

The Studebaker Monwment

The first positive evidence about marking the tglrma of
Lincoln's mother iz to be found in press patches and
manuscripts referring to the stone placed there in 1879,

A letter which Mr. P. E. Studebaker of South Bend wrote
Lo Eex‘emm;tr Mount on June 11, 1897, states that he read
of the ecled condition of the grave in a newspaper,
and, at the suggestion of Schuyler Colfax, *I caused a
medest slab to be placed over the grave, and at the same
{imic frinnﬂgls placed an iron fﬁn{‘e around %%kl:;thl have
never myself visited the t.” Truman 3. Gi e -
master st Rockport, ntlﬂnas agent for Mr., Etm{u-'bakpu'uitn
purchasing the marker. Alived H. Yates, the Jocal monu-
ment worker, secured the stone from W. H. Sarvis Com-
pany of Cincinnati and put upon it the following inserip-
tion: “Nancy Hanks/Lincoln/Mother of President/Lin-
eoln/Died/October 5, A. D. 1818/ Aged 35 vears/Erected by
a friend of her martyred son 1870/

One of the Rockport newspapers deseribed the stone and
then concluded : “The old marker was left at the grave and
broken up by souvenir hunters.” This reference to an
enrlier marker supports the theory that there was at least
one monument placed there befora 1870,

The stone was dedicated with approprinte services on
November 27, 1879, An iron fence was plneed around the
grave and one-half aere of Innd adjocent to it was acquired.

The J. 8. Culver Stona

Neerly twenty years passed before a revival of interest
was chown in the grave of Lincoln's mother. In the month
of June, 1807, Mr. Benjamin B, Dale of Cincinnatl visited
the grave and was so adversely impressed by the econdition
of the burial spot that he wrote to Governor Mount of
Indiang about it. He said, “It is almost im?m!nibla to reach
it by reason of the mwth of underbrush.’

overnor Mount called a meeting of several patriotic
socicties and the Nancy Hanks Lineoln Memorial Associa-
tion was formed. In three years time, however, the organ-
ization was able to raise but $56.62 for improvements and
muintenance. The plan for the rebuilding of the Lincoln
Tomb at Springfield, Illincis, spurred the Association to n
new effort and ﬂmﬁ: were rewarded by the gift of §1,000
from Robert Lineoln, grandson of Nane anks Lincoln.
The Spencer County Commissioners at this time acquired
sixteen acres of land surrounding the grave which they
presented io the Association.

J. 8. Culver, who had the contract for the remodeling of
the Lincoln Tomb, offered to recut one of the discarded
stones of the Springfield Momorial and present it to the
Associntion as a monument to Lincoln's mother. This in-
scription was placed on the large granite monument:
“Zflnntgdﬂnnl-w" Lincoln / mother of / Abraham Lincoln /
Died ober 5, 1818/Age 35 years" It was dedieated on
ﬂct-:-ﬁtr 1, 1202, Governor W. T. Durbin presided on this
occasion.

State Supervision

By the yezr 1906 the grave and surroundings were again
reported to be in a state of neglect which caused Gover-
nor J. Frank Hanley to appoint a eommission to take over
the books, records, and finances of the Nancy Hanks Lin-
eoln Memorial Association, and an act was passed appro-
priating £5,600 for the placing of an ornamental fenco
around the sixicen aere tract and for beautifying the
grounds, In 1917 a movement wus started in Spmcer
County to mark the site where the enbin of the Lincoln
family stood, and, on April 27, a stone marker was erocted
on the spot.

The Department of Conservation of the State of Indiann
was given direet supervision of the Naney Hanks Lincoln
burinl ground in 1925, and such improvements as have
been made there and ave still being made have been under
the direction of this department. The burial lot of Nanc
Hanks is now but one of many historleal spota umhraeos
within the present boundaries of the State Park which hoa
been established and beautified by the direetors of the
Indiana Lincoln Union, working in conjunction with the
Conzervation Department, Such changes as have
made at the grave of Lincoln's mother have been prompted
by an effort to harmonize thia ant with the entire memorial

ject where Abraham Lincoln spent one-quarter of his

2 and where his mother and sister lie buried.



