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THE SHIPLEY SISTERS

There seems to have been a consis-
tent and apparently well-founded tra-
dition that one of Abraham Lincoln's
grandmothers was o Shipley. Possibly
this tradition would have taken
more seriously if it had not been
claimed by some historians that both
his grandmother Lineoln anid grand-
mother Hanks were members of this
!’u.mulg. One biographer concladed that
the Shipley genea “so far as it re-
lates to Lincoln, is false and the ori-
ginal inventors of it must have known
that it was false." He also character-
ized the whole Bhipley story as
“ready-to-wear genealogy.”

With the Shipleys out of the way
this same biographer proceeded to
prove, to his own satisfaction at least,
that the grandmother of Abraham
Lincoln on his maternal side wns Miss
Lucy Hanks, a doughter of Joseph
Hunks, and that her illegitimate child
Nancy, mother of Lincoln, was born
near Keyser, West Virginia, A tablet
commemorating this event was dedi-
eated on May 6, 1538,

The Shipleys are not 8o easily re-
moved from the picture as might be
implied by the erection of the bronge
tablet. Recent investigutions have
done mueh towards identifying the
five daughters of Robert Ehfpl A
does not appear that there was a Mary
Shipley who married Abraham Lin-
coln, the grandfuther of the president,
as has often been alleged; but that
one of the Shipley sisters married a
Hanks, presumably James Hanks, is
now well established.

There has always been a consistent
and apparently well-fou rumor
that Lincoln's mother lived in North
Carolina before arriving in Kentucky.
Although much of the evidence which
has been built up around this tradition
is untenable, it now a:r wears ns if
Nancy Hanks as a girl did live in the
Catawba River Country as a small
child, and then came with her widowed
mother and her mother's relatives to
Eentucky about the year 1790,

The Shipley gistors were not ficti-
tious characters, but were daoghters
of Robert Shipley who first lived in
Virginin and then migrated to North
Carclina. While it must be admitted
that some claims have been made with
reference to Shipley history that enn-
not be substantiated, the following in-
dggendmt testimoninls, gathered from
different parts of the country and sub-
mitted by descendants of these Shipley
sisters, seem to verify the faet that
Lineoln's maternal grandmother was
Luey Shlp]:iy Hanks who as Widow
Hanks married Henry Sparrow,

Riohard Berry—Roehel Shipley

“Richard Bmg* Sr., married a Ship-
ley (Rachel) who was the sister of
Na.nc¥ Hanks, Lincoln's mother, They
took little Nancy to live with them
when she was left an orphan but she
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later went to live in the home of Rich-
ard Berry, Jr., whose wife was “Pally"
Ewing Berry. In their home Nancy
helped with the care of the children
and the genernl family duties and was
like a sister to their davghter, Eliza-
beth Ewing Berry.... Elizabeth was
12 years of age when Nancy was mar-
ried to Thomas Lincoln and she re-
members well the occasion of the wed-
ding. It was her father, Richard
Berry 11, who with Thomas Lincoln
signed the marriage bond.”

A granddavghter of Elimbeth Ewing
Beery who now lives in California

“Captain Robert M. Berry was born
in h{ontgoma?' County, Ken h
on April 13, 1818, Two years later his

aronts, Richard and Polly Ewing

erry, moved west. His father was a
man of considerable wenlth and while
a resident of Kentucky reared Nancy
Hunks, the mother of Abruham Lin-
coln, and at her "I\"Eddfﬂ{a; ed the
maorringe bond of her husl Elad

Clipping In a Missourl newspaper on
death ol Hobert M. Herry o 19]3.

Robert Mitehell—Naomi Shipley

“My mother was a Mitchell, a first
cousin of President Lincoln's mother;
their mothers were Shipleys from
North Carolina, My mother was cap-
tured when o girl in 1790 by the In-
dians twenty-five miles d Crab
Orchard at s place called Defeated
Camp, Grandmother (Naomi Shipl
Mitchell) was struck down but grand-
futher stood by with a spear and car-
ried her into Crab Orchard Fort. She
died next day ... My mother was sur-
rendered under Wayne's Treaty. She
wont to live with her cousin, Richard
Herry, who wans also married to a
Shipley (Rachel Shipley) who had
movid from North to Wash-
ington County some time before our
immediate family started out.”

A granddasughter of Naomi Shipley
Mitchell wha Hved in Indiasnapalis.

“Our father’s grandmother was
Sarah Mitchell. . . . She 'was taken a
captive at the :ﬂ of five years and
remained with Indians until she
was recovered by her Unecle Richard
Berry. My second name is Berry in
honor of that man. Sarah Mitchell
and Nancy Hanks were first cousins,
both E::Fhlm, and were reared and
eduen by the said Uncle Richard
Berry., These two girls grew up to-
pether, went to school together, and
heeame known ns sister-cousing, When
Nancy Hanks was married Richard
Borry signed the marrla{n bond, and
it mlong with the return of the minister
who performed the marriage ceremony
can now be seon sealed in a glass case
n the clerk's office at Springfield. At
the mnrﬂnp Sarah Mitchell was the
bridesmaid."”

Great-ureat:grandson of Naomi Ship-
ley Mikchall Siving 1o Koatacky,

May 15, 1933

Robert Sloan—Margaret Shipley
“Abraham Lincoln's grandmother
was & Shipley and married a Hanks.
Her daughter, Nancy Hanks, went to
relatives in Kentucky and married a
Lincoln. Abraham's grandmother and
my grandmother, Margaret Sh].‘{bl :
were sisters. Margaret Shipley Arm-
strong once sent her son on a visit to
EH : entucky relations, .. gllurg;m
hipley, my great grandmother, first
married Robert Sloan who was killed
or died in the Revolutionary War. She
married Matthew Armstrong shortly
after the Revolution.”
Great-gramddanghier ol
Shipley living in Alabama.
“Robert Mitchell together with Mar-
garet Shipley Sloan Armstrong and
another were the administrators of
the cstate of Robert Sloan, my great-
great-grandfather. You ses ha was
grandma Marparet's brother-in-law.”

A great-great-geanddaughter of Mar-
garet Shipley hiving in North Caroling,

Margaret

David MeCord—Ann Shiploy

“1 used to hear my grandmother sa
that she was a cousin (2nd cousin,
think) to Naney Hanks or the presi-
dent; but think it was cousin to Nancy
Hanks but don't remember just how
the relationship was. My grandmother
was Jane Caldwell H:énrd (married
Archibald Simpson) and I find her

ndfather was David MeCord (b,

ween 1734 and 1744, d. 1806 or
1816) whose wife wns Ann Shipley
{about 1740-1828). Their eldest son
was born Oct. 5, 1766."

A descendant of Ann Shipley living in
Indiana,

“T find that Daniel MeCord who set-
tled and bought 1600 acres of land
near Boone’s Fort, Kentucky, in 1790,
came there with his wife and children
from North Carolina. His wife's name
was Ann Shipley whom he married in
v:ll'l%lnil or North Carolina, Thelr tri
to Kentucky was quite eventful, wi
Indian attacks, a cousin stolen by the
Indians, ete.”

A descendant of the Melord.S
family living in Minnesota. e

James Hanks—Luey Shipley

“The Shipleys were here we know
and they kept coming and going until
after the Revolution.. It is inaw
?osltm;l that two of the Hank's fam-
Iy, Richard (Dickey) and Jumes,
were here and heads of {families in
1730; this is proven by the census.
James s supposed by some to have
been the father of Nuney."

A greatsgranddanghter of  Muargaret
i‘:iﬂhmil:r Sloan living in Nuorth Canp-
.

"rl:}:-!:iertnﬂhi le;;l'{n c{lﬂghlﬁ-, Ann,
marria B eCord: argaraet
married Robert Mitchell, haehumnr-
ried Richard Berry: and Luey is sald
to have married James Hanks, who
became the father of Nancy ﬂ.a.nlr.n,

the president’s mother.”
A descendant of Anu Shipley MeCard.



