LINCOLN LORE

Bulletin of the Lincoln National Life Foundation - - - - -

Dr. Louis A. Warren, Editor.

Published each week by The Lincoln National Life Insuranca Company, of Fort Wayne, Indiana.

No. 212

FORT WAYNE, INDIANA

May 1, 1933

THE NEW SALEM
POSTMASTER

Just one hundred years ago on May
T, Abraham Lineoln was appointed
postmaster at New Salem, Sangamon
County, Illincis. An old volume in the
archives of the Post Oifice Department
at Washington contains the data refer-
ring to Lincoln's first official duties in
the service of the Government.

Lincoln was obliged to furnish a
bond of $500.00. This was reguired of
all applicants for fourth class offices.
His bondsmen were N. Alley and A.
Trent, The old record book reveals
that Lincoln continued as postmaster
until May 30, 1836, when the office was
discontinued. It is likely that the very
small amount of mail ecirenlating
through the office caused it to be aban-
doned, d
While the annual salary Lincoln re-
ceived has not been determined, as late
ag 1847, ten years after the New Salem
office was elozed, there were three hun-
dred and four postmasters in the state
receiving less than $25.00 for their en-
tire year's work. One man in Illinois
received as little as sixteen eents for
the year. It is safe to assume that
during the three vears Lincoln served
as postmaster his total reimbursement
was not more than one hundred dollars
and likely very much less.

The peenliar advantages which came
to Abraham Lineoln as postmaster for
a period of more than three years have
largely been overlooked, Three years
before his appointment the person
holding the office of postmaster at Fort
Wayne wrote to the postmaster gen-
eral asking for an increase in salary.
His reply is interesting inasmuch as it
putz a new emphasis on the privileges
granted the postmaster:

Post Office Department
April 8, 1830
P. M.,

Fort Wayne, Indiana.

Your letter of the 26th of Fab-
roary iz at hand. The law will
not permit the Department to al-
low you additional ecompensation.
There are many other Postmasters
similarly situated, and should
Congress pass a law for their re-
lief, the ecase=s are 20 numerons
that it would reduece the fonds of
the Department to such & degroee
as to paralyze its efforts.

_The franking privilege, exemp-
tion from military and jury duty,
and the advantape of receiving
carly  intellipence of passing
avents, are considerations of such
importance, that there is no diffi-
culty in procuring men of zreat
respectability to act as Post Mast-
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It iz doubtful if the franking privi-
lege was of much valoe to Lincoln per-
sonally a= very few letters have been
found that were franked by him.

One letter in the eollection of Oliver
R. Barreit revealzs that he exercised

the privilege of franking for George
M. Marsh on one oceasion,

Exemption from military and jury
duty eould not have appealed to Lin-
coln because he had just returned from
the Black Hawk War where he served
as a captain. His interest In the courls
might suggest he would invite jury
service rather than seek to be relieved
from it.

The advantage of receiving “early
intelligence of passing events” would
ke of particular interest to Lincoln.
Possibly not o much emphasis should
be placed on the early intelligence by
which some men praﬁt.ed emnumi:nlly
but on general intelli which
would be acquired by ha ng ames.a to
much perfodical literature.

A few years ago the editor of Lin-
coln Lore discovered in the court house
of Morgan County, Ilinois, the record
book of the postmaster at Jacksom-
ville in 1882, Jacksonville and New
Salem were not more than thirty miles
apart, much of the same literature
would Jiuaaa through the two offices, in
much er quantity of course at
Jacksonville.

The paper with the largest circula-
tion at Jacksonville was “The Chris-
tian Advocate and Journal of New
York™ with fiftv-eight subscriptions.
“The Church Messenger" of George-
town, Kentucky, was next among the
religions publications with twenty-two
subseriptions.

The “Louisville {Kentucky) Adver-
tiser” had the largest eirenlation of the
newspapers, with twenty-two subserip-
tions. Several agricultural papers and
n few magazines of a literary nature
were also in eirculation. Altopether
about one hundred and thirty different
papers passed through the Jackson-
ville office, and it is likely that a large
percentage of these found their way
into Postmaster Lincoln's office.

In the light of cvents that followed
it is likely that the paper coming into
Lincoln’s hands which influeneed him
more than any other was the “Con-
gressional Globe"” published at Wash-
ington. John Vanece, who had loaned
Lincsln an English grammar, had
passed away, and Lincoln wrote the
following note to the publishers of the
Globe:

New Salem, Tls,
Nov. 8, 1835.
Messrs,

Your subscriber at this place,
John €. Vanee, is dead, and no
person takes the paper from the
office, Respectfully,

A. Lineoln, P. M.
Blair and Rives

Francis Preston Blair and Jehn
Cook Rives were both to have very
close contact with Lineoln in later
years, but what they contributed to
him through their paper was of equal
importance to other serviees rendered.
Blair was in the convention =and
helped to nominate Lineoln at Chicago
and took active steps towards peace
during the war. Rives was one of the

well-known Washington phllﬂﬂthrup-
ists who supporied the Union cause
and was of great assistance to Lincoln
during the war.

The franked letter written by Mat-
thew 5. Marsh to George M. Marsh,
mentioned above, carried some infor-
mation shout Lincoln's services as
postmaster which would imply that he
did not think his $25.00 a ¥eur job de-
manded that he remain in the office
twelve hours a dav. The following ex-
cerpt gives Marsh's appraisal of the
New Salem postmaster.

“The Post Master Mr, Lincoln iz
very careless about leaving his office
open & unlocked during the day—half
the time I go in & get my papers ete.
without any one being there as was
the caze yesterday. The letter was
only marked 26 & even if he had been
there & known it was double, he would
not charged me any more—luckily he
iz a very clever fellow & a particular
friecnd of mine. If he is there when I
carry this to the office—I will get him
to ‘Frank' it—"

Lineoln was algo taken to task once
for not forwarding a receipt to & man
whose papér came through his office,
and he replied as follows:

Mr. Spear,

At your request I-send yona re-
caipt for the postage on your pa-
per. I am somewhat surprised at
your request, I will however com-
ply with it. The law requires
newspaper postage to be paid in
advance and now that I have wait-
ed 4 full year you chooze to wound
my feelings by insinuating that
unless you get a receipt T will
probably make vou pay it again—

Reapoctiully,
A, Lincoln,

Reecived of George Spear in full

for postage on the Sangamon

Journal up to the first of July,

1534,

A. Lincoln, P. M.

It may have been some of Spear's
money which econtributed to the most
familiar story assceiated with Lin-
coln's post office experience relating to
the closing of the office and the tardi-
ness with which the government repre-
gsentatives came around three years
later to make a settlement with the
former postmaster. One of the earliest
versions of the story follows:

“‘Lincoln,! as the memorandum re-
latas the story, ‘réaponded by rising
from his chair, erossing his office to an
old tronk in the eorner and taking from
it a cotton rag tied with a string. Un-
tving it he produced the exact amount
of money demanded by the post office
agent, indicating that he hnd held the
sam intact and untouched ever ginece
his retirement as postmaster. ‘I never
used any man’s money but my own,
he ejaculated ealmly.”

MNolm: The Abruhem Linenln Comef] v
Seonta of Ameriea at Srrinefield, THinois, sl
spongar two canhetn on Moy T, 1953, ecmmam-
erntlng the ene hundradth poniveriary of the

ecmmiesioning of Abrnham Lincoln as post-
master of MNew Salem.



