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FIRST ATTEMPT TO ASSASSINATE LINCOLN

The significonce of the first attempt to assassinatoe
Abraham Lincoln has been minimi by the tragedy
which cecurred April 14, 1865, The conclusion that the de-

rtment of the president on his amr:uh to Washington
n 1861 is not above criticiam hns had a tendency to

ass by the eplsode with little comment. The enemics of

incoln, however, found in this adventure an epportuni
to ridicule his clandestine journey to Washington and eall
the attempl to assassinate him an iidle tale.

Lincoln himself lived to regret the incident and is said
tn have upbraided Lamon for "aiding him to d him-
self nt the very moment in all his life when his behavior
should have exhibited the utmost dignity and composure.”

The story of this sensational episode can best be devel-
oped by presenting three seenes: The Plot, The President's
Reaction, nnd The Frustration of the As=assins.

The Plot

No one who has read the life story of Allan Pinkerton
will eanclude that he was an alarmist. To him, more than
any one man; however, should go the credit for Abraham
Lincoln’s snfe arrival in Washington on February 23, 1861,

In the early part of the month Pinkerton establighed
himaelf and his staff of detectives in Baltimore, havin
been engaged by the Philadelphia, Wilmington, and Balti-
more railroad to Invﬂtiﬁjnbn a conspiracy to destroy the
company's tracks over which General Scott had been mov-
ing soldiers into Washington. It was whila thus
that an officer of the railroad advised Pinkerton of a plot
to assassinate Lincoln. Pinkerton immediately put his men
on the ease with the result that the entire proceedings of
the seeret orgunizmtion nsoring the move were made
available. An Italian b e name of Captain Fernandina
seemed to be one of the leaders in the plot, and it might be
enid that through him the idea of assaszinating o s
was first introduced into Amerien.

Notes from Pinkerton’s own journal made at the time
and used as the basis of a magazine article as early as 1868
glve us what might be called first-hand evidence of what
really oecurred. It was learned from the published pro-
gram of Lincoln's itinerary that he would arrive in Balti-
more al the Calvert Street Depot and from there take an
open carringe and ride nearly a mile and a half to the
Washington Dopot.

The details of the plot follow:

“The leaders finally fully determined that the assassina-
tion should take place at Calvert Street Depot. A vast
erowid of secesilonists was to assemble at that place and
awnit the arrival of the train with Mr. Lineoln. were
to go early and fill the narrow streets and ‘pamﬁol imrme-
diately surrounding it. When Mr. Lincoln should attempt
to pasz through the narrow passage leading to the street,
some roughs were to raise a row on the outside, and all the
police were to rush nway to quell the disturbance. At this
moment, the police being withdrawn, Mr. Lincoln would
find himeelf in o dense, excited, and hostile erowd, hustled
and Jammed, and then the fatal blow was to be strock."

A short time after this plot was planned in Baltimore, in
the very same place, four northern zoldiers were murdered
and mouny wounded by a mob led by the same conspirntors
who would have assassinated Lincoln just as willingly.

The Prowident’s Reaetion

Linceln's firat reaction townrds the information brought
to him by Pinkerton and Judd, on the evening of Fehru-
ary 21, at Philadelphia, is revealed by the following entry
which the detective mode in his journal at that time;

“Whila Mr, Judd detailed the cirenmstances of the con-
spiraey, Mr, Lincoln Hetened very attentively, but did not
gay o word, nor did his countenance, which I clozely
watched, show nny emotion. He wns thoughtful, serlous,
but decidedly firm,"

Mr. Judd then asked, “Will you, upon any statement

which can be made, consent to leave for Washington on
tonight’s train?" Mr. Lincoln promptly replied, “No, I
cannot consent to do this, I ghall hoist the flag on Inde-
R:mlence Hall tomorrow morning (Washington's birth-

¥), ind go to Harrisburg tomorrow, and meet the Legis-
lature of Pennsylvania; then 1 shall have fulfilled all my
engagements. After this, if you and Pinkerton think there
is positive danger in my attempting to go through Balti-
more openly, ine to the published progromme—if
¥yOU can RrTange any way to carry out your purposes, I will
place myself in your hands.” Pinkerton says: “Mr. Lin-
coln this with a tone and manner so decisive we saw
that no more was to be =aid.”

It will be observed that there was a determination on the
e it o g el gy L oy

a aurr or him oss of the consequences.
It will also be noted that after these obligntions were fol-
filled he was willing to be advised by his friends who were
in a position to kmow the fucts about the conspiracy., The
confirmation of the Baltimore plot by Seward at Washhﬁ'-
ton who sent his son to Philadelphia to warn Lincoln, evi-
dently confirmed the idea in Lineoln's mind that the plot
was no bit of phantasm built up by Plnkerton,

There is no question but what the evidence laid before
Lincoln at that time convineed him that his life was sourht
and this fact finds expreszion in his speech on the following
morning in dence Hall when he said “that he would
rather be pssassinated on the spot than surrender thosze
prineiples” for which the fathers of the nation had died.

One who knows how Lineoln’s mind would react townrds
such n program will be convinced that his first thought was
not of himself, ocither az the vietim of an asaassin or a ridi-
culed leader fleeing from dunger; but the one question up-
permost in his mind must have been, “What procedure
will be best for the country?™ He must have that
one overt act against his person as president elect would
throw the country into civil war immediately. This he
wished to avert,

The Frustration of the Arsassing

While there is no guuﬁnn about the secreey of the jour-
ney, mast of the stories about Lineoln traveling in disguise
ari the inventions of his enemies, This necount of the trip
written in 1868 from notes made nt the time of the journey
seam to set forth just what heppenoed:

After his nddress at Hurrlnbu'.:ﬁ before the legislature
and while at dinner “He left the dinner table, went to his
room, changed his dress for a traveling suit, and, with a
broad-rimmed felt hat (which had been presented to him
at New York), he went quietly to a side door, got into a
carriage in waiting, and was driven with one companion
Ward H. Lamon, rapidly to the ear which awnited him, and
WHE F00n wnnﬁ';:f on towards Philadelphin,

*On his i in Philndelphia Mr. Lincoln wos met by
Mr, Pinkerton, taken into a carringe, and driven to the
-:tcBut of the Wilmington and Baltimore Railroad.

Mr. Pinkerton had caused the thres pections of the
pleeping ear, which was on the end of the train, to be taken,
and his agent stood at the door, which was locked, awaiting
the arrival of the pnrﬁn when the pm‘l¥ appeared the
door was opened and Mr. Lincoln stepped in, went to this
Lerth-—the whistle sounded and the train was whirling en
townrds Washington.

“Nothing occurred to interrunt or delny the passage, and
nt ®ix on the morning of the 28rd they reached Waﬁhinp_i-
ton where at the depot they were met by some of the Presi-
dent's Ilincis friends."

Possibly some of those who feel quite eortain what
would have happened if Lincoln had not been assassinated
by Booth, would be able to enlighten us about what might
have tauken place in this country if Lincoln had tried to
pass through Baltimore and had been sssassinated there.



