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INAUGURAL HIGHLIGHTS

No inaugural address in the history
of the country was looked forward to
with more forsboding than the mes-
snge delivered by Abraham Lincoln
on March 4, 1861, A single overt act
or one inflammatory statement wos
ull that was needed to cause open hos-
tilities, Many thought that on this
evemtful day some personal assaolt
would be performed or =ome ill-ad-
vised word would be ken which
would canse an immediate ropture
bin'lrwm the two fuctions in the na-
tion.

Search as they would through the
remarkable address, friend and foe
alike were unable to discover a ringle
statement which could be used an o
war cry. It wns evident that the
President still huﬁ:ﬂ that peace might
be preserved. Lincoln's reply to the
Pennsylvania and Massachusetts dele-
gations en the day following the in-
asuguration and his remarks to a com-
mittee from Virginin indicates his de-
termination to abide by propositions
get forth in the address.

The following excerpts present the
outstanding arguments in the first in-
auprural address of Abraham Lincoln:

Introdustory Statenent

“Fellow-citizans of the United
States: In complinnee with a custom
ns old ms the government itself, I ap-
wear before you to address you brief-
y, end to take in r prescnce the
outh prezeribed by the Constitution of
the United States to be taken by the
Prosident ‘before ho enters on the exe-
cution of his office’™

Apprehension Among Sowthernera

“] have no purpose, directly or in-
direcily, to interfere with the institu-
tion of slavery in the States where it
oxists, 1 believe 1 have no lawfal right
to do so, and 1 have no inclination to
do #o. Those who nominated and
elocted me did so with full knowledge
that T had made this and many simi-
lar declarations, and had never re-
eanted them."

Fugitire Slave Law

“It is scarcely questioned that this
provision was intended by those who
made it for the reclaiming of what we
enll fupitive sloves; and the intention
of the lawgiver is the law. All mem-
bere of Congreas swear their support
to the whole Constitution —to this
provision as much ag to any other,"”

Mental Resevvations
“1 take the offleln] onth today with
no mental reservations, and with no
purﬂ:ﬁn to construe the Constitution
or laws

by any hypercritical rules
And, while I do not choose* now to
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specify purti:nig{ ‘:;:d otrﬂ;l:;real as
proper to o :

that it will be much safer for m
in officinl and private stations, to con-
form to and all those acts
which stand unrepealed, than to vio-
late any of them, trusting to find im-
punity in having them held to be un-
constitutional.”

Perpatuity of the Union

“T hold that, in contemplation of
universal law and of the Constitution,
the Union of these States is perpetual.
Perpetuity is implied, if not ex-
pressed, in the fundamental law of all
national governments. It is pafe to
pssert that no governmment proper
ever had a provision in its organic law
for itz own termination.”

Laws Faithfully Executed

“1 therefore congider that, in view
of the Constitution and the lnwn, the
Union g unbroken; and to the exttent
of my ability I shall take care, as the
Constitution itsclf expressly nﬁnim
upon me, that the laws of the Union
be faithfully executed in all the
States."

Sense of Seeurity

“The malls, unless repolled, will
continue to be furnished in all parts
of the Union. So far ns possilbe, the
people everywhere shall have that
songe of perfect security which is most
favorable to ealm thought and reflee-
tion. The course here indicated will
be followed unless current events and
nxpe{imcn t::hﬂ show m;ldliﬂmt:inn
or chn proper, and in every
eaze anid exigency my best discretion
will be exercised according to eireum-
stanees actually existing, and with a
view and n hope of a ful solution
of the national troubles and the res-
toration of fraternal sympathies and
affections.”

Dustruetion of National Fabrie

“Before entering upon so grave a
matter ns the destruction of our na-
tional fabrie, with all its benefits, its
memories, and its hopes, would it not
be wise to ascertain precisely why we
do it? Will you hazard so dm[:urnte a
step while there is any possibility that
nny portion of the ills you fly from
have no real existence? Will you,
while the ecertain ills you fly to are
greanter than all the real ones you fiy
from—will risk the commission
of =0 fearful a mistake?™

Restraint

“A mnajority held in restraint by
.:u:msl:lIII tutlnnn]hchoqh -;d;l l;lrmiit.niiagg
and a changing t
anumm of popular opinions
and sentiments, is the only true sover-
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eign of a free people. Whoever rejects
it does, of necessity, fly to anarchy or
to despotism.”

Separation

“Physically speaking, we cannot
separate. We eannol remove our re-
spoctive sections from each other, nor
build nn impaszsable wall between
them,,..Can aliens make trealies
engler than friends ecan make laws?
Can treaties be more faithfully en-
forced between aliens than laws ean
among friends? Sup you. go to
war, you cannot fight always; and
when, after much loss on both sides,
and no gain on cither, you ccase fight-
ing, the identical old questions as to
tamﬂ.: of intercourse are again upon
you.

Amendments fo the Conatifution

“This country, with its institutions,
belongs to the people who inhabit it
Whenever they shall grow weary of
the existing government, they can ex-
ercise their constitutional ﬂm of
amending it, or their revolutionary
right to dismember or overthrow it

Source of Authority

“The chief magistrate derives all
his suthority from the people, and
they have conferred none upon him to
fix terms for the tion of the
States, The le meelves can do
thia also if they choose; but the exce-
ulive, ns such, has nothing to do with
it. His duty is to administer the pres-
ent government, as it enme ta hia
hands, and to transmit it', unimpaired
by him, to his successor.”

Iszue of Civil War

“In your hands, my dissatisfled fel-
low-countrymen, and not in mine, is
the momentous iseue of civil war. The
government will not assall you. You
ean have no confliet without being
yourselves the aggressors. You have
no oath registered in heaven to de-
gtroy the government, while I shall
have the most solemn one to “pre-
sorve, protect, and defend it."

Conelurion

“T am loath to close. We are not
enemies, but friends. We must not be
encmies, Though passlon may have
strained, it must not break our bonda
of nffection. The mystic chords of
memory, stretehing from every battle-
field and patriot grave to every living
heart and hearthstone all over this
brond land, will yet swell the chorus
of the Union when ngain touched, ax
surely they will be, by the better an-
gels of our nature."

Fdltor's Note—1i has Teen umeested that (s

famous Coolidge guotation, 1 do mot chotes,"
found its origin hore,



