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STEPS THAT LED TO THE
PROCLAMATION OF
EMANCIPATION

New Year's Day, one thousand nine
hundred and thirty-three, marked the
seventesnth anniv of the sign-
ing of the Proclamation of Emancipa-
tion. It seems timely to review in 5
issue of Lincoln Lore some of the most
important steps which led to the con-
sumation of this important documeént.

1861

May 25—General Butler pronounced
the opinion that slaves should be
mtns as contraband of war,

May 30— Seeretary Cameron af-

the position n by General
Butler by authorizing him to “refrain
from surrendering to alleged masters
any persons who may come within
your lines"

August 6—C eHE el an act
authorizing President Lincoln to eon-
fiscate property used for insurreetion-
LTY Purposes,

Angust 30—General Fromonl pro-
claimed military emancipation in the
state of Missourl, announcing that the
slaves of all men who take up arms
against the United States "are hereby
declared free men,"

September 11—Lincoln issued an or-
der modifying the clause in the pro-
clamation referring to the liberation
of slaves.

November—Lincoln wrote with his
own hand two separate bills, one of
which he hoped would be adopted by
Wﬂﬂ of Delaware. They

i for the gradual emancipation
of slaves in the state lhmﬂﬂ&mm-
ment compensation. The were
never brought before the legislnture.

December 3—In his annual

to Co Lincoin may have indi-
mmm first timrinnpﬂhtk
message his purpose to ado

the mct to confiscate pro-
perty: Union must be el ;
and hence, all i menns
must be employed."
1862

March 6—Lincoln sent a special
message to the Senate and House of
Representatives, recommending that
the povernment ought to co-operate
through a system of compenaation
with any state adopting “gradual
emancipation,” stating that it was to
be preferred to “sudden emanneipn-
tion." He repents nﬁn]n in this mes-
sage the statement, “The Union must
be preserved; and hence, all indispen-
sable means must be employed.™

March 10—A econference was held
at the White House with mombors of
Congress from border slave states ut
which time the plun of compensatod
emancipation was dizcussed,

March 10—PBoth the House of Rep-
resentatives nnd the Senate concurred
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in Mr. Lincoln's recommendation en-
couraging gradual emancipation,

March 13—Congress passed an act
prohibiting the use of government
forces in returning fogitive slaves
Thiz was in reality an amendment to
the fugitive slave law,

April 3—The members of Congress
pasged an net for immediate emanci-
ation of slaves in the District of Co-
umbia with compensation to the own-
Ere.

April 16—Lincoln =i the act
emancipating slaves in the District of
Columbin, sta “T am gratified that
the two principles of compensation
and colonization are both recognized
and practically applied in the act.”

May 9—General Hunter, comman-
dor of the department of the South,
issued a military order dﬂhﬂg all
persong in Georgia, Florida, and South
Caroling "heretofore held as slaves are
therefore declared forever free.”

Muay 18—President Lincoln issued a
proclamation making Hunter's order
void and concludes that he alone must
b responsible for issuing such orders
in ease it should “become a necessity
indispenasable to the maintenanece of
the government.”

June 19—An act was approved
Congress “to  secure fm&lop to 1;1117

sons within the territories of the
nited States"

July 12—Border states delegation
ogain urged to eompensated
emancipation but most of them replied
with qualified refusal.

July 12—Linecoln is said to have first
mentioned to members of his cabinet
the emancipation of slaves by pro-
clamation.

July 17—A new confiscation act af-
firmed that slaves of rebels red
or deserted by them or found
place occupied by the
should be deemed captives of war and
forever free. This act also authorized
the president to use negroes in the ser-
viee of the army.

July 22—Lincoln read the first draft
of the Emancipation Proclamation to
his cabinet, but on the suggestion of
Mr. Seward, in which the president
concurred; it was laid aside for o more
opportune time for proncuncement,
prefernbly after some outstanding
vietory,

September 13 — The president re-
vealed to a Chicago delegation that he
had had emancipation under consider-
ation for monthe. He told them that
“tho subject is on my mind, I:F day and
night, more thin any other,

September 228—At the eabinet meet-
ing on r 22 Lincoln referred
to the reading of the first draft of the
Emclnnmtiun on July 22. According to

‘hnse, Lincoln said, “Ever since then
my mind has been much occupied with
this subjeet, and I have thought, all
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along, that the time for ncting on it
might probably come. 1 think the time
has come now."

lecember 15— A  resolotion was
adopted by the House of Representa-
tives which heartily endorsed the pro-
clamation of the president.

1863

January 1—The Proclamation of
Emancipation which Abraham Lin-
coln had written with his own hand
was signed by him on this day.

The introductory portion and the
conclusion of the proclamation are
herewith submitted

A Proclamation

Whereas, on the twenty-second day
of September, in the year of our Lord
one thousand eight hundred and sixty-
two, a proclumation was issusd by the
Fresident of the United States, con-
taiming, among other things, the fol-
lowing, to-wit:

“That on the first day of Janunry,

1 the year of our Lord one thousand
eight hundred and sixty-three, all per-
sons held as slayes within any state,
or designated part of a gtate, the peo-
ple whereof shall then be in rebollion
against the United States, shall be
then, theneeforward, and forever free;
and the Executive Government of the
United States, including the military
and navul authority thereof, will ree-
ognize and maintain the freodom of
such persons, and will do no act or nets
to repress such persons, or any of
them, in any efforts lhe? may muke
for their actual freedom.’
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And I hereby enjoin upon the pe
le 50 declared to free to nbuI:?;
rom all violence, unless in necessary

self-defenze; and 1 recommend to them
that, in all cases when allowed, they
labor faithfully for ressonable wages,

And T further declare and make
known that such persoms of suitable
condition will be reesived into the
armed service of the United States to
garrison forts, positions, stations, und
other places, and to man vessels of all
sorts in said service,

And upon this aet, sincerely believed
to be an act of justice, wurranted by
the Constitution upon military neces-
sity, 1 invoke the considerate judgment
of mankind and the grucious faver of
Almighty God.

In witness whercof, | have hereunto
set my hand, and caused the seal of the
United States to be affixed,

Done at the eity of Washington, this
first day of Janunry, in the yoar of
our Lord one thousand elght hundreed
and sixty-three, and of the indepen-
dence of the United States of Ameriea
the eighty-seventh,

Abraham Lineoln.
By the President: Willinm H, Seward,
Beeretary of State,



