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“TAD”

Among nll the children who have
lived in the White House, Tad, the
youngest son of Abraham I..Inmln.
seems to have left the deepest impres-
sion on the American people. Hia
memory I8 not kept alive primarily
;or wh‘ttn !;:hm Iuﬂf but fa‘r what
& Was parents. Brady's famous

hotograph of Linecoln and Tad has
Emomu our best known father-and-son
portrait,

In a loteter which Mrs. Lincoln
wrote on November 15, 1865, to the
artist, Carpenter, we have an mecount
of the naming of the boy and the
origin of his nickname., She wrote:

“Denr little Taddie was named for
husband's father, Thomas Lin-
coln—No T for his middle name—wnaa
nicknamed Taddie by his loving
father."

Mtheehlld{rw'uunhhfﬂhur
cilled him “Tad," but his mother con-
tinued to eall him “Taddie"™ until he
was nearly grown.

Tad was the fourth and last child
of the Linecolns snd was born April
4, 1863, His brothers, Willlam Wal-
lace and Robert Todd, were one and
nine yeurs old respectively at the time
of his birth, and an other child of the
Lineolns had passed away three years
before,

On one oceasion, when but six years
old, he had a slight atiack of what
%l" }Jnco‘ln called “lung t‘m& "ﬁHr.

neoln was in Ghim:n at me,
and his wife sent a by a
friend to tell Mr. Linm!n that lhu
was feeling troubled and “1t would ba
n comfort to have him at home" as
“our dear little Taddie had passed a
bad night.”

As the youngest child in the family
it might suggest that he would be
fuvored, but the added fact that he had
n physieal handieap in the form of an
impediment in his speech made him

Th ']i]‘rhm h]ﬂ”t ﬁﬂy

¢ inability to speak p wns
a greal handicap to the child"s edueca-
tion, and was largely responsible for
his having no primary school instrue-
tion. When the Lincolns moved into
the thﬁu House Tad was but eight

old,

Willie, but = little over ome year
older than Tad, was put under the su-
pervision of a tutor by the name of
Alexander Williamson, but Tad was
allowed to play and Enju]r himself.
That well-known axiom of modern
edocation, “There is no impression
without expﬁmnn" may tell story

of his backwardness and lack of in-
terest in learning,

Tad's brother, Willls, dled in leas
than a year after the Lincolns had
moved into the White House, and Mrs,
Lincoln in a letter to a friend tells of
the very close atinchment of these
two I:myam ﬂflhﬁlmam Wil-
lie's the parenis
more Lummt than ever with Tad. As
Robert was away at school, Tad was
the only child left with them. Those
who picture the White House environ-
ment of the Lincoln family must not
inelude in this portrait but one smail
child during more thun three years of
the four vears they spent there,

The famous portrait of Abraham
Linecoln and his son, Tad, was probably
taken on February 4, 1884. Robert
Lincoln says that while his father was
waiting in the studio, “Mr. Lincoln
Ei:kﬂd up an album of Brady's cele-

rated pictures and was showing them
to Tad. So impressed was Brady by
the pose that he induced them to re-
main as they were while he took their

pleture,

While Tad Lincoln may have been
somewhat abnormal in his ability to
learn, he did know how tuﬁlnf. and if
one-half u{ thn pranks which he en-

reported he must have

na'tmuﬁu.llh himself, IL is not
the purpose of this paper to go into
& discussion of the nature of these

escapades,

After the death of Presldent Lin-
coln, the widow and her family re-
mained in the White House until May
22, when they removed to Chica

Tad's physical handicap had en-
dearved him to his parents, Willie's
death had made the attachment closer,
and now that Mr. Lincoln was dead
the mother was drawn nearer to him
than ever. In mentioning him in a let-
ter in November, 18656, she said, “I
press the poor litile fellow eloser, if
possible, to my heart, in memory of
his sainted father, who loved him so
very dearly.” The boy was over twelve
yeunrs old at this time,

Mrs. Lincoln, the fall after the presi-
dent's death, fm Tad in school at Ra-
cine, Wisconsin, and she seemed very
much pleased at the rnmu he made.,
Mrs, Lincoln wrote fo Carpenter,
the artist, in anmbnr. nt.uting that
“Taddie is learning to be as delighted
in his stndies as he used to be st play
in the til’.heﬂ. [wll:sl:'“ Ho‘?rn}t.lmﬂe ap-
poars mak up for Frut
amount of time he loat in W (Wash-

B Jar 1866 Tad back in

¥y January waS
Chi with his mother, and it was
ly at this time that he had his
rst experience in the public schools,
Mrs, Lincoln wrote to his former
White House tutor na follows:

“Dear little Taddle goes to school
and does not mizs an hour. He iz al-
ready very much loved in C (Chicago).
His teacher speaks of him in the high-
est and most affectionate terms.”

One cun imagine, however, what &
toogh time Tad had in the public

schools, He was large for his age, and
glthough thirteen years old it is not
likely was able to read. Mentally
alert in other respects, it must have
been & trying ordeal to be classed as
ke was with much younger children.

It is said that while he attended the
Elizabeth Street School the children
called him “Stuttering Tad."

Realizing that Tad's edueation
would be pursued with great difficulty
without some correction in his man-
ner of speech, in 1868 his brother Rob-
art conoulted some specinlista about
Tad's defect. An attempt wns also
made to strengthen his teeth, but im-
provement was noted.

As early as the fall of 1866 Mrs.
Lineoln had hoped she would be able
to take Toad to Germany where she
felt he could be educated with much
less expense than it would cost in this
country.

Although Mre. Lincoln had looked
forward to having Tad educated in
Europe and one or two dates for sail-
ing had been mnde, it was not until
the summer of 1868 that she mads
definite pluna for such a move, Mrs,
Lincoln wrote to a friend in August of
that year that she would sail about the
first of October, going immediately to
Carlsbad to “place myself onder medi-
cal care nnd e my little son in
sthool—some

Judge David Devis, who hl.d bean
appointed guardian of Tad, opposed
ﬂutﬂme‘urﬁlz and at the time

tha tion of Lincoln's pension
efore Co &5 she was geverely
critlth::d for taking her son to Europa

for the purpose of educating him.

Upon the arrival of Mrs. Lincoln
and Tad in Germany, the boy was im-
mediately put in a boarding school,
and without doubt progressed more
rapidly in his studies than he had at
any other time in his lfe. By the
month of March, 1870, Mrs. Lincoln
wrote to her daughter-in-law that
“Tnddie is doubtless greatly improv-
ing in his studies™

Mother and son did not stay long
in Germnny, however, and were in
England by October of that vear. Mra.
Lincoln wrote that she had engoged
an Engliuh tutor “who comes very
ﬁ‘:g recommended, & very fine

olar and n gmtiamul conscien-
tious man. He (Tad) tes his les-
sons with his tutor seven hours each
day. . . . If he improves as he is do-
ing I shall be satisfied.”

Mra. Lineoln was quite iil during the
winter and in the spring of 1871, and
she and Tad deeided to return home.
They took up their abode in the Clif-
ton House in Chicago.

Here Tad who had been ill in Eu-
rope grodunlly grew weaker and died
on the morning of July 16, 1871, at the
age of eighteen years, months,
and eleven days,

An obitunry notice appeared in the
Chicago Tribune the next day and
stated that “The cause of his death
was dropsy of the chest.”



