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GRANDFATHER HANKS

The father of Nancy Hanks must
have been dead before she wasz old
enough to have any vivid memory of
him. It is not likely that she would be

able to pass on to her son, Abraham,
much of interest about his grand-
futher Hanks. The fact that Naney
went to live with her Uncle and Aunt
Berry after her mother's second mar-
riage would take her out from under
her mother's influence and that of the
Hanks family, so the name of her
father seldom would be mentioned.

During thur’pariu-d between Nancy
Hanks" mother's marriage to Henry
Sparrow in 1790 and her own mar-
ringe to Thomas Lincoln in 1806, there
is no dependable evidence that ghe
came into close contact with n:]y

bers of her father's people, although
it is likely that she paid frequent
visits to her mother who lived not far
awny. The tradition that she lived in
the home of Thomas and Elizabeth
Hanks Sparrow and was brought up
by them is without foundation. Her
first direct contact with her father's
people evidently oeccurred after she
was married in 1808, and there would
be little opportunity for cultivating
these Triendships until after she
moved to the farm where Abraham
Lineoln was born in 1808,

The Linecoln birthplace farm was
not far from the home of Thomas and
Elizabeth Hanks Sparrow, with whom
Dennis Hanks was living; of Levi and

and Polly Hanks Friend. These three
aunts of Nancy Hanks were her
neighbors but two years, however, as

the [.Enmln:mmadtnthnlnnhﬂrut
farm ten miles away in 1811, Here
Nancy Hanks Lincoln lived for five
years not far from her Unele William

While Naney may have talked about
her father wilh her uneles and aunts,
Abraham Lincoln, then under eight

ears of age, would not be especially
nterested in the conversations.

Innamuch ns Nancy Huanks herself
passed away before her son Abraham
wias ten years of ange, it is not likely
that ghe ever sald very muoch to the
boy about her own father whom she
eauld not even remember, After Abra-
ham's father married his second wife

the following wyear, there would be
little occasion to discuss the parent-
age of Thomas Lincoln's first wife in
a home where another woman was
mothering hér children.

The best information which we have
on Lincoln's maternal grandfather at
present comes from the descendants
of ploncer Joseph Hanks, In going
through the eorrespondence which
they carried on with Mrs. Hitcheock of
Cambridge, Massachusetts, forty
years ago, it is evident from these
documents that they thought Naney's
father was o son of the pioneer Jo-
seph Hanka.

One of these descendants claims
that the father of Nancy was named
James, Othoers support the tradition
that James died before the removal of
the Hanks family to Kentueky and
that his widow came on later with her
own people. Every bit of documentary
evidence we have been able to gather
from ecourt records supports this
theory, although we have not been
successful as yet in finding the name
of Naney Haonks' father in the publie
records,

The elaim that the mothar of Nancy
Hanks was Luecy Shipley Hanks, a
daughter of Robert Shipley, has been
greatly strengthened by recent dis-
coveries and it s not difficult to show
that the Hankses and Shipleys were
clozely over a of

associnted
m{ﬁﬁlubﬂhhﬂuxhndmdm

In the records of Christ Chureh,
Queen Caroline Parish, Ann Arundel
County, Maryland, l.lmre appears the
names of Robert Shipley and William
Hanks, who were both serving as ves-
trymen in the same congregation as
early as 1738,

Later on in 1768 n Robert Shipley is
found in Lunenburg County, Virginia,
where thére was also living at that
time a colony of Hankses. Later
on Bedf County, Virginia, became
the center of these Shipley and Hanks
familiea and the tradition that Nancy
Hanks was born in James Hanks'
cabin on Little Falling River has been
Mmmt circulation for many dec-

Some time ago the editor of Lineoln
Lore made & trip into the Little Fall-
ing River country in Virginia and in-
terviewed many of the people who
now live on the farms once occupied
by the Shipleys and Hankses. He
found the itions, loeating there
the birthplace of Naney Hanks, the
mother of the president, of long
standing. In no instance was the regu-
larity of her birth questioned. Much
time was also spent in several Vie-
ginin eourthouses which record the
activities of both the Shipley and
Hanks families in Virginia over a per-
iod of years and substantinte the
traditions of their descendants,

Much evidence has been gathered
recently from different branches of
the Bhipley family which would seem
to prove beyond a doubt that Lucy
Shipley Hanks was the daughter of
Robert Shipley. The cinims of the de-
scendants of Joseph Hanks that
Naney's father was n son of Joseph
has been greatly strengthened by re-
cent findings. In mo instance has any
publie record been discovered that
would invalidate these family tradi-
tiona,

As late as 1793 the pioneer Joseph
Hanks of Kentucky |'m|iJ the following
five living sona: Thomas, Joshua, Wil-
linm, Charles, and Joseph, Jr. William
Hanks married Elizabeth Hall, daugh-
ter of Henry Hall, September 12, 1783,
He named his first ehild, born In 1794,
James, and the following three sons,
Charles, Willinm, and Joseph.

It is evident that the first son was
not named for William's own father
or his wife’s fathor, It seems to be a
fair supposition that this first child
was named Jomes In honor of an
older brother by that name who, tra-
dition elaims, ged away four or five
vears before, Three sons that followed
were named for his living brothers
and another was named John. Abra-
ham Lincoln stated that this John
Hanks with whom he was closely as-
sociated and who furnizshed the fa-
mous rails for the Republican conven-
tion was his mother's first cousin.

It seems likely that the mother of
Abraham Lincoln might have been
naméd by her father, James Hanks,
for his youngest slster, Nancy, who
married Levi Hall, Levi and Naney
Hanks Hall named one of their sons
James, The Hall ehildren elaimed that
they were first cousins of the presi-
dent's mother,

Although thore is still much to be
done to positively Identify the mater-
nal grondfather ns James Hanks, a
son of Jna-nrh Hanks, and the husband
of Lue Ie:.r Hmlu. :rnt much pro-
Eress made nut
the purely tﬂditiml! dnt.u whie
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This is the last of a series of five
articles on the four grandparents of
Abraham Lincoln, and a review of the
data submitted will revenl how little
we really know about three of these
foreboars.

No description of any one of the
four grandparents is available, but it
is generally conceded that Lineoln's
paraunnl appearance ean be charged
up againgt the maternal ancestry.
There nve some very tall members of
the Hanks' clan and it is possible that
Grandfather Hanks passed on to
Abraham Lincoln those physical con-
tributions which have set him apart
from his contemporaries.



