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STUMPING HIS NATIVE
STATE

Abrnham Lincoln made but one
stump speech in his native state and
the atmosphere created on the eve of
the presidential election seems to of-
for proper incentive for telling the
story,

One day in 1927 T visited the store
of James Taylor in Morganfield, Ken-
tucky, and observed upon the floor the
butt end of an old broken cannon,
which was used to hold a door back
against the wall,

“That iz a piece of & cannon that
wag fired at a Lincoln & hmaking
here in 1840," the proprietor said. I
wns startled as much at his pro-
nouncement as must have been the
carly andience that witnessed the
event eighty-five years before. It is
not known generally that Lineoln
made a political address in his native
state,

What Mr. Taylor told eame down to
him from his father, Samuel Taylor,
who wns present at the celebration
which occurred not far from where the
ﬂ;ru of cannon was serving as a door

.

It i2 a well-known fact that Lincoln
campaigned in 1840 for “Hurrison and
Tirnecance," the INinols convention
had named him a8 one of the electors.
He visited the extreme southern por-
tion of the state on one of his itiner-
aries and finally reached Shawnee-
town, st one time capitol of the state.
Here at the point where the Wabash
River flows into the Ohio he was given
& rousing weleome,

Across the Ohio River in Kentucky
there lived an enthusinstic Whig lead-
of by the name of George W. Riddell.
Throogh his influence Lineoln was in-
duced to cross the Ohio and make his
first and only political speech in the
state of his birth.

Morganfield, the county gseat of
Union County and the scene of this
political rally, is about 16 miles from
Ehawneetown, The eampaign of 1840
with its keg and eabin emblems and
its queer = cﬁans was the most pie-
turesque of all the early presidential
contests, and the Morganficld eelebra-
tion was in harmony with the pro-
gram usually followed,

A parade started at Shawneetown

which ferried the river and started
for Morganfield. The feature of the
long line of march was a float drawn
by white horses smd oeccupled by a
large group of beantiful young ladies
reprosenting the states in the Union.
The procession came to & halt in the
Court House square at Morganfield,
where a great crowd of Kentuckians
was walting to receive it,

Bosides the beautiful young ladies
that the Shawneetown gs had
brought along they had transported
an ugly old eannon with which to fire
n salute. Into this setting must also
be brought the tall young orator from
IMinols, then only thirty-nine years of
oge, but even at that time one of the
leaders of the Whig party.

What Abraham Lincoln said on this
occasion is not known but it is likely
that he used the sams type of flowery
oratory which he used at other places
during the campalgn, A few excerpts
from the speeches made during this
campaign are presented:

“Here, without contemplating con-
sequences, before Heaven, and in the
face of the world, I swear ¢ternal fi-
delity to the just cnuse, as 1 deem it,
of the land, of my life, my liberty, my
love; and who that thinks with me will
nn: fearlessly adopt the oath that I
take.

“Many free countries have loat their
liberty, and ours may lose hers; but
if she shall, be it my proadest plume,
not that T was last to desert, but that
I never deserted her.

“But if, after all, we should fail, be
it s0: we still have the proud consola-

tion of saying to our consciences and
to the dep ghade of our coun-
try's freedom, that the eanse approved

hy our judgment, and adorned by our
hearts, in digaster, in chaing, in death,
we never faltered in defending.”

The people of Morganfield soon for-
got the beautiful young ladies and
also the tall young orator, but they
did not forget the cannon brought
from Shawneetown, and the part it
played in the celebration.

When the festivities were about to
begin the eannon was set ngainst a
tree with no provision made for the
rebound and with a terriffe roar it
literally blew itzelf to pieces; the butt
end of this cannon was the piece
observed by me in the store of James
Taylor. The relic is now preserved in
the museum of the Kentucky State
Historieal Society.

While meking some Inguiriea as to
othor pieces of the old eannon which
might have been preserved nlong with
traditions associated with the event, I
lenrned that for many years a piece of
an old eannon se as & corner post
to a farm bordering on the road that
led from Morganfield to Shawnee-

Upon visiting the site where the old
cannon oné: stood and having inter-
viewed the owner of the farm and
somé of his neighbors, I found that
the barrel of the eannon which marked
the corner had been removed many
years bofore, The deseription of the
relie, however, as remombered by
those who had observed it, made me
feel confident that it was a companion
piece to the butt end of the cannon at
Morganfield,

Desiring to have some document
that might give authenticity to the
cannon story and also some support
to the entire tradition, 1 searched the
public records for some reference to
this unique marker. A deed filed in
the Union County court house giving
the boundaries of the farm where the
old cannon once served as a corner
contained the following reference: “A
tract of parcel of land being in Union
County, Kentucky, and bounded as
follows: Beginning st a broken can-
non in the road...." Thia deed was
dated March 28, 1893, which would
lm]‘ll'_'.' that at that time the cannon
still served as a corner,

Further investigations allowed me
to truce the finnl destination of the
barrel of the cannon which had been
removed from its former resting place
of more than half a century, probably
because of its historieal significance.

There is a sequel to this story which
must have brought home to Abraham
Lincoln in & very vivid way his mem-
orable visit to his native state in 1840,

When the war came in 1800 Mr,
Riddell, who had been marshall of the
day in 1840, chose to cast his lot with
the forces of the south. He was just
as ardent a Confederatée as he had
been & Whig in the old days, Because
of his uncontrolled enthusinam for the
southern eause, he was soon arrested
and sent to Johnston's Island where
he was held a prisoner,

Remembering  this early contact
with Abruham Lincoln he took ocea-
sion to write the former orator of
1840, now the president of the Union.
The descendants of Mr. Riddell still
remembered the contents of this let-
ter, whiech follows:

“After my compliments T would say
that in 1840 I had you in tow at Mor=-
ganfield, Kentoeky. I put you and your
friends up at the best hotel in town,
and it cost me about thirty dollars,
Now you have me in tow, and you are
not treating me as well as | treated
you. If you eannot do any belter send
me home to my wife”

Mr. Riddell was soon released and
he never tired in after yoara of telling
of his nssociation with the voung
Whig orator who later became Presi-
dent, The old hotel in Morganfield
where Riddell entertained Lincoln and
the Shawnectown Whigs still stands
as & monument to Lincoln's only poli-

tical speech in his native state,



