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GRANDMOTHER LINCOLN

If it could be proven beyond doubt
that the grandfather of President
Lincoln was married but once it
would be possible to present the
christian name of Grandmother Lin-
coln and seitle many other gquestions
which have confronted those who have
studied the president's ancestry. An
early tradition to the effect that
Grandfather Lincoln was married
twice and bad children by both wives
makes the problem somewhat compli-
cated.

It is the purpose of this monograph
to prosent the datn at hand in hopes
that it may bring to light some infor-
mation about the president’s ancestry
that is not generally known, It ap-
pears that one of the best clues to
thiz problem is in Grandfather Lin-
coln naming his second son Josiah. As
this is not a Lincoln name it was un-
doubtedly selected from among the
names of his wife's people.

Bersheha

When Abraham Lineoln, grand-
father of the president, was massa-
ered in 17868 he left & widow and five
orphan children. There is positive

dence that the christian name of
his widow was Bersheba and although
there 18 no document extant to verify
it, there is a well established tradi-
tion that her surname was Herring.

The following brief chronology will
present all that the public records con-
firm about Bersheba:

1780—Jan 18, signed deed with
Rockingham County
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hushand in Roe
ginin.

1780—March 25, her davghter Ann
born.

1781 —September 24, voluntarily re-
lingushed her right of dower to Vir-
ginia land.

1786—May, her husband massacred
b}*gdlm n Jefferson County, Ken-
tucky.

1786—September 8, subseribed rifle
to expedition againat Indians.

1788—Name on Washington Coun-
ty {Kentucky) tax list,

1794—Name on Washington Coun-
ty (Kentueky) tax list.

1797—Name mentioned on road pe-
tition in Washington County (Ken-
tucky.)
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1801—February 3, signed certifi-
cate for granting of marriage license
tol her daughter Ann (Nancy) Lin-
colmn.,

The ecarly Herring family tradi-
tiona have it that Bersheban who mar-
ried Lincoln was the daughter of
Leonard Herring and that “her ariz-
tocratic father looked with scorn on
the alliance and gave his davghter
her choice of giving up her lover or
being disinherited. The high spirited
young woman did not hesitate. She
married the man she loved and went
with him to the savage wilds of Ken-
tucky in 1782.%

Abraham Lincoln was married in
1770 and Leonard Herring was mar-
ried but ten years before so that it is
not likely that. one of Leonard's
daughters became the first wife of
Abraham Lincoln, Bersheba might
have becn his second wife and mar-
ried him about 1777, which would give
occasion for Bersheba's mf:l];le object-
ing to her marrying a widower with
four children who was contemplating
rewﬂwing to the wilderness of Ken-
tucky.

The Herring family has now cor-
rected the tradition of their first
spokesman and Herring Chrisman a
later biographer of the family makes
Bersheba the sister of Leonard and
the da ar of Alexander. It must
be noted, however, the name of Ber-
sheba does not appear in the settle-
ment of the estate of either Alexand-
er or Leonard Herring,

Such names as ‘Alexander, Bethucl,
Jesse, Leonard, ete., found in the Her-
ring family are not used by the Lin-
colns and nowhere do we find the
name Josinh among the Herrings.

Innsmuch as the Herrings were
Preshyterinng  their religious hack-
ground would not harmonize with the
Quaker atmosphere which the presi-
dent said existed in the home of his
ancestors,

— Winters
= m“ .‘::;}Iu o}l‘.l‘;p-lﬂd for the

m ne anuary, 1877 an
article on Abraham Lincoln in which
he published the obituary notice of
Mrs. Loey Winters Potier. She was
a daughter of Willlam Winters who
married as his first wife, Ann Boone,
a sister of Daniel Boone. In this obit-
uary notice it was sald that in 1747
“William Winters® eldest daughter,
Hannah, married in Rockingham
County, Virginin, Abraham Lincoln,
the grandfather of President Lincoln.
Shortly before his death in Kentueky
he wvisited his father-in-law at what
iz now Willinmsport and John Win-
ters, his brother-in-law returned with
him to Kentucky,"

Waddel's “Annals of Auggusta
County"™ elnims that it was Elizabeth
instead of Hannah that Lincoln mar-
ried, and in 1888 a letter from Staun-
ton, Virginin, written to Col. Durrett
claims that Abraham Lincoln's wife

August 8, 1932

was Elizabeth Winters. It does not
appear from the Boone records that
Daniel Boone had a sister, Ann, for
William Winters to marry but that
there was carly contacts between the
Boones, Lincalns and Winters families
can be established.

William Winters witnessed Robert
Harrison's will on Linville Creek in
1761 and the following year purchased
land in this same community where
the Lineolns settled.

When Daniel Boone went to Ken-
tucky his survey book for July, 1776,
showed that he made land entries for
Abraham Lincoln, Hannaiah Lincoln
and William Winters. One en
shows the Lincoln and Winters lan
to be adjacent.

—— Bouone

When Preaident Lincoln in his au-
toblographical sketch stated that
“The Lincoln family were originally
Quakers, though in latter yeoars they
have !nilen away from the peculiar
habits of that people,” he must have
had some grounds for this statement.
Inssmuch as we have been unable to
digeover any of the male Lineolns who
were affilinted with that church it
must have been the women who mar-
ried into the family who gave the Lin-
colns thiz Quaker connection.

The wery earllest attempt to find
the name of the pioneer Lincoln's wife
led to the acceptance of Ann Boone
for this roll as there wos an Amn
Boone who married an Abraham Lin-
coln in 1760. It was the wrong Abra-

however., Ann was a cousin of
Daniel Boone and n Quaker. This Ab-
raham Lincoln had a sister, Sarah,
who married Willinm Boone and she
also became a Quaker. The above men-
tioned Abraham and Sarah Lineoln
who married inte the Boone family
were uncle and aunt of the president's
grandfather,

As the Boones were staunch Quak-
ers and close nelghbors of the Lin-
colna in Pennsylvanin, Virginia and
Kentucky the famlly may have fur-
nished the first wife for the presi-
dent's erandfather.

Josinh was a common name in the
Boone family and & certain Josiah
Boone who was born May 6, 1726 and
married in 1760 moved to Linville
Creek in Virginia about the tima the
Lincolns moved and aequired land on
the same patent where Abraham Lin-
coln loeated. Abraham Lineoln and
Josiah Boone sold their land about the
game time to the same man and moved
fo Kentucky. This Jorinh was a cousin
of Daniel Boone, It will be recalled
that Abraham Lincoln named his sec.
ond son Josinh Lineoln.

The Lincoln Historical Research
Foundation solicits the aid of those
who have any information about the
Herring, Winters and Boone families
that might throw further light on the
identifieation of the preaident's Grand-
mother Lincoln,



