LINCOLN LORE

No. 168

LINCOLN LOR

Expowzn Br
THE LiNcoLx
Nartonis Lire
InsURANCE
CoMPANT

BoLierin or
T Lincouw
Hristonicir
REsmaincH
Fovwparion

Df. Louls A. Warren, - - - Edltor

GRANDPARENTS OF
ABRAHAM LINCOLN

“The First American,” is a term
often used in speaking of Abraham
Lincoln as the embodiment of the
ideals of this comparatively iroung
country of ours. It is natural that
some interest would be shown in learn-
ing about the families which eontrib-
uted more or less to this character,
who stands out as a new ¢ in our
world civilization, yet few dependable
Emir?tig&tmns have been made in this

21l

The dedication of & heroic bronze
statue of Lincoln as a youth by Paul
Manship, which will cccupy a place on
the plaza of The Lincoln National Life
Insurance Company building at Fort
Wayne, offers the needed incentive
and inspiration to discover if possible
just what innate tendencies were
passed on to this boy by hiz forebears.

Genealogists have been slow to at-
tack the problem of the Lincoln line-
age because they have been told by
Lincoln’s early biographers that they
would find skeletons in the closets. For
this same reason those who could claim
relationship to the Lincolns have hesi-
tated to make known their family con-
nection.

The unwholesome stories about the
family which were first released dur-
ing the campaign of 1860 and later in-
corporated in the works of Lamon and
Herndon have proven to be nothing
more than gossip.  Although some re-
cent biographers have featured these
early traditions the fact remains that
there iz no evidence extant supported

publiec records that prove any irreg-
ularities in the lineage of hﬂmhmrl
Lincoln.

Kentucky, the land of ]Eedigreea.
where they tell you with each succeed-
ing Derby that “blood will tell”
should bestir itself in defending the
Eond neme of Linecoln and his fore-
ears. The discovery of the Thomas
Lincoln-Nancy Hanks marriage certi-
ficate in a Washington County, Ken-
tucky court house should have si-
lenced forever the question of Lin-
coln’s parentare sand with equal dili-
ee much light might be thrown on
t ?‘,s identity of Lincoln’s grandpar-
Lid e

Although Abraham Lincoln has
been dead less than seventy years only
one of his four grandparents has heen
identified positively. We do know the
name of his ternal grandfather,
Abraham Lincoln, for whom he was
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named and his descent from Samuel
Lineoln of Hingham, Mazsachusetts,
has been carefully traced.

Of the three other grandparents we
know praetically nothing. What has
been releaszed about them is based upon
tradition or hearsay and there is not
available a single record which gives
one the full name of the paternal
grandmether, the maternal grand-

father or grandmother.

Grandfether Lincoln

Abraham Lincoln, son of John and
Rebecea ([Flowers] Morris) Lincoln,
was born in Berks County, Pennsyl-
vania, on May 18, 1744, and died in
Jefferson County, Kentucky (then
Virginia) in the month of May, 1786,
at forty-two years of age.

On June 9, 1770, in Augusta County,
Virginia, Abraham Lincoln, then
twenty-six years old, secured a license
to marry but the papers do not name
his prospective bride. He was the
father of three sons and two daugh-
ters: Mordeecai, Jogiah, Thomas, Mary
and MNaney. His third son, Thomas,
father of the president, was probably
named for his brother, Thomas.

When he sold his Virginia lands in
1780 the deed was signed by his wife
whose first name was Bersheba. When
he died in Kentucky in 1786 Bersheba
was the name of his widow,

rrandmother Lincoln

We are positive that the first name
of Abraham Lincoln's wife in 1780 and
the widow he left in 1786 was Hershe-
ba but there is no record which gives
her family name. Whether or not she
is the woman whom Abraham Linecoln
married in 1770 and the mother of all
his children is problematical.

The earliest family traditions claim
Bersheba was the daughter of Leonard
Herring but as Leonard Herring was
not married until August, 1761, Ber-
sheba eould not have n more than
eight years old when Abraham Linecoln
was married in 1770. She may have
become Lincoln’s second wife some
time before 1780. A recent publica-
tion by Herring Chrisman shifts the

rentage of Bersheba to Alexander

erring, father of Leonard, but she is
not named in his will nor in the pro-
ceedings which followed in the settle-
ment of the estate.

We do not have positive evidene that
Thomeas Lincoln's own mother's name
was Bersheba and only traditional evi-
dence that Bersheba's maiden name
was Herring.,

Grandfather Hanlks

Abrgham Lincoln in his sutobio-
graphical sketch ecluims that his
mother was from a family by the name
of Hanks and that she was born in
Virginia. There is no place in this in-
vestiration for introducing a maternal
ﬁ-nm father for Abraham Lincoln who

oes not bear this name, unless docen-
mentary evidence establishes that
Abraham Lincoln was in error about
his mother's people.
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Lincoln's autohi phical sketch
also states that John Hanks was a first
cousin to his (Abraham’s) mother.
This statement must also be given due
consideration as it does allow us to ap-
proach the identical family where we
are to try and find the paternal grand-
father of Abraham Lincoln.

John Hanks' father was William
Hanks, son of Joseph Hanks, Sr., so
that Naney Hanks must have been the
daughter of one of the children of this
Joseph Hanks. We are fortunate in
having the will of Joseph Hanks which
names all of his eight children living
in 1793 when the will was made, They
are Thomas, Joshua, William, Charles,
Jogeph, Elizabeth, Mary and Nancy.

The family history of the three
daughters and two of the sons are
available but the descendents of
Thomas, Joshua and Charles are not
known, There iz also a tradition in
the family that there was another
married son, James, who died in Vir-
ginia before the migration to Kentuecky
and at least four wyears before the
making of the will. If it ean be proven
that there was such n son he is the
most likely candidate for the roll of
Grandfather Hanks,

Grandmother Hanks

Although there is no record evidence
to prove that Nancy Hanks' mother’s
first name was Lucy there is a well es-
tablished tradition to this effect. The
maiden name of this Lucy Hanks is
not known and there are many con-
flicting traditions about her., The ab-
sence of her name among the daugh-
ters of Joseph Hanks in a will in
which he says all of hiz children are
named, should be sufficient evidence
that her connection with this famil
must have been through one of Jmp]vl
Hank's sons.  Lucy married Henry
Sparrow in 1790 four years before
Joseph Hanks made his will, s0 it
should not be expected he would men-
tion the wife nf a deceased son who
had mariied again. This fact also
climinates any one of the living sons in
the Joseph Hanks® will as a prospective

andparent. The members of the
Sparow family claim that when Henry
Sparrow married Lucy Hanks she was
a widow. The editor of Lincoln Lore
believes that o certain publiec decument
confirms this fact.

Tradition says the maiden name of
Lucy Hanks was Shipley and the pres-
ence of Nancy Hanks ns an orphan
child in the home of Richard Berry,
her guardian, whose wife iz said to
have been a sister of Lucy, strength-
ens this evidence. There is no docu-
ment, however, which establishes that
the Lucy Hanks who married Henry
Sparrow was a Shipley.

I}ur:npi:! the next few months the
Lincoln Historical Research Founda-
tion will be assisted by the press
throughout the country, as well as the
large force of field representatives of
the company sponsoring the founda-
tion in attemdptin_g to discover the
missing grandparents of Abraham
Lin¢oln.




