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CAPTAIN ABRAHAM
LINCOLN

Dmhnndnd! q“hu-mt.

el Ca of a mﬂl.‘hrj' tuuptnr
which volunteered for service in
the Black Hawk War.

In a public announcement praannd
less than two months before his en-
listment in the militia he had said that
he hod “no ambition so as that
of being truly esteemed by my fellow-

men by ren iﬂn myself worthy of
that n:'rh Ll

Lincoln ecould not have surmised
that he was ao soon Lo be the recipient
of a favor which would demonstrate
the esteem in which he was already

held by his mssociates. 'l‘vmtg-ﬁﬂ
L.em later in referrin
towed upon him by
he said, “Tt 'unm-huh gave
me more pleasure than any -ﬁ:h 1
have had sinee.”
office of Commander in Chief of
Lht Grand Army of the blic gave
to Lincoln the highest military rank
available to an American citizen. This
fact should make the centennial an-

niversary of his flest military expe-
rlence of some signiflieance.

The namo—Lineoln—is not un-
familiar in the annals of military
achievement in America. The most
illustrioun of the Lincolns who fought
in ﬂn Revolutionary War was Ben-
t l.-lmdn.l.mhrof tbehmmu

In colony at Hingham, Massa-
chusetts, !ml:':.Jr which Abraham Lineoln
descended.

General Lincoln was given the chief
command of the southern
of the army, and was later ted
b.y Washington to receive the sword of
General Cornwallls at the time of his
surrénder,

Another one of the ml.n Hingham
Lincolns whn ongn 5..1 Revalu-

tionary War waa h.in Amos Lin-
coln who married thu duughtar of Paul
Rovara,

The grandfather of Abraham Lin-
colp for whom the president was
named was elected Caplain of one of
the three mili companies in Rock-
}nghun Counlty, ir:hh, at the time

f the Revolotion, and his nams is

often found on the county records as the troops. He ﬁﬂﬁﬂ'“lﬂ all the

having served as Adjutant General.
While the President'

t (] ﬂnd.htlmr
did not lose his life in a battle with
Red-conts, he was one of the many
Revolutionary soldiers who later were
massacred by the Indians on  the
frontiers, Abraham Lincoln said that
nmong all the storlea of his youth the
one that remained most vivid in his
memory Wwas his
grandfather.

the massacre of

Hananlah Lincoln who went to Ken-
tucky with the piunu:r Lincolns was
also a Captain In Revolutionary
War, It wpnt:-i'lh this Hananiah Lin-
coln that the father of the President
made his home for some time after
the massacre of hia own father.

Abraham Lincoln's father, Thomas

dinns iuhnmk:uummhnnfme
Fourth Regiment of Militin in which
he enlisted in 1706, He served as a
rivate under Lioutenant George Ew-
ng, and lator was ander the command
of Lieutenant Philip Washburn,

On Patriots Day, April 18, 1332 t.h-e

following poatseript -.ppund
Sangamon J ml.ml.l’I

in

eying any further him or

gang. Summary and spirited meas-

ured must be used or cor citizens will

h-unhjm-d yearly to the incursions of
this Indian tribe. .. ..

“To Genaral T. M. Neale: “You are
hereby commanded to cause 600 men
of your Brigade to meet at Beardstown

et o plnp i it
irde onels ur

to furnish their pmpurﬂoﬂh men out
of their respective regiments, for fear
you might not be at home. You will
?ﬂf ma:riillm‘ - ﬁ:n be posed

com com,

of 50 men and to 1&3 tts own of-
ml -

When Linecoln read this for
volunteers in the paper he enlisted im-
medintely. He must have mnllied the
story of his own grandfather’s mas-
sacre and the service which his father
saw againat the Indians.

The day before the rendezvous of the
troops st Beardstown, Abraham Lin-
coln was elected Captain of his com-
pany. While he saw no nctive fighting,
there is some Indication that he was
worthy of the office to which he had
been alected,

The one tradition that comes down
to us ns to Lincoln's behavior while
following the enemy is from the old
guide, Father Dixon, who accompanied

B

m whenever the forces ap-
pr a grove or de on in
which an Indian ambush t be con-
ceuled, and scouts were sent forward
to examine the cover, Lincoln was the
ﬂrut man selected,” and he adds that

“while many, as thn}r appronched the
ploce of @ ambush, fm:m:l an
excuse for dllmuunung ndjust
girths or saddles, Liunln s saddle was
always in perfect order.”

or nmllﬂm -
linois a statue Leonard Crunnelle
portraying Captain Abraham Lineoln

In the light of subsequent events the
most interesting contsct which Lin-
coln made during the Black Hawk war
was  with Robert Anderson.
When Major Anderson visited Wash-
ington after his evacuation of Fort
Bum and had roceived from the
chief magistrate an expreasion of a ofu
pmutiun of his conduct, Mr. Linc

1

“Muajor, do you remembor of ever
mee me beéfore?” “No" replied
Anderson, "1 have no recollection of
ever having had that pleasure.” “My
memory s than yours,” said
tgqadn.st:ft;u muntered nl:'ii l{m:ﬂ.cr_ the

nited service, as
of the Illinois volunteers, at Bi:mn‘u
Ferry, in the Black Hawk War.”

Both Captain Lincoln and his =su-
perior officer, General T. M. Neals,
ﬁ c;:did&tu for the Iuhl;;uu in

L captain polled more
votes than the General. Both failed to
be elected, however.

Another candidate for representative
at this election was Willlam Kirkpat-
rick who had been Lincoln's opponent
for the captainey of the company. He
received another beating at the polls
by Lincoln who lut.huruﬁ in 6067 votes

net Kirkpatrick's 44, It is sig-
ficant to mote on Captain Lincoln's
muster roll that Kirkpatrick whom he
had beaten was recommended for
motion from the ranks by Captain Eﬁ

In Lincoln's company were: Jack
Armstrong, the wrestler, whom Lin-
coln made a sergeant; William F. Ber-
ry, who was later to be nssociated with
Lincoln in the merchandise business;
John M. and David Rutledge, brothers
of Ann Rutledge, Lincoln's sweetheart;
and one of the Trent brothers for
whom Lincoln trled his first lawsait.

There were 68 men altogether listed
on Captaln Lincoln's muster roll,
of which copies are still available. In
Lincoln's own handwriting is the fol-
lowing notation, “"Muostered oot of
serviee at the Mouth of Fox River,
May 27, 1832."



