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One bundrtd ,-an AlfO IIIia week. 
on AprD 21, Abrabam Uxoln ...,.. 
elected Captaln of a mlllt.ary company 
whtcb bad voluntoertd for aervke in 
the Black llowk War. 

ln a public: announc:ement prepared 
leu thon two months before his en· 
llatrncnt ln tho militia ho had said that 
h<• had "no nmbiUon oo great as that 
ot h•ln~e truly •••l<•<'rn•d by my :Celtow­
mon by n•mlorlng myaelf worthy of 
thal t•Jilt't·m." 

Lmeoln could not have surmised 
thAt ho wu oo ooon to be the recipi~nt 
of a favor whl<h would demonstrate 
th oa~m tn which he was already 
<ld br h • ao10<1at<'$. Tw~nt:r-th·e 

>•an lAter ln l't'fer-rt,. to lhia honor 
buto•ed upon him by those volunteen 
be uld ... It wu a 1ucca.a whkh gave 
me more pleasure than anr whic:h I 
have had ainceo ... 

Tho o!lke of Commander tn Chief of 
tho (,rand Army of the Ropublic gave 
tn 1. ncoln tho hll'htat military rank 
a\·atlabl"' to an A nu.•riean citizen~ Thil 
fact ohould mnk• tho centennial an­
mveraurf nf his nrat n\ilitary e.xpc· 
ru·nco u tmm" algnificnnce. 

Tlw nnmr Lincoln is not UD· 
rnnHIInr In thu annnJa of military 
ttt·hie\'tm1•·nt in Amt'rico. Tbe most 
1llnotrlouo nf tho Llncolna who fought 
1n tho U•volutl<•nary War wu Ben­
jamin Lincoln. a m•mh<-r of the !amons 
Lincoln colony at Hinl'bam. Massa­
chuodta, from whkh Abrahem Lincoln 
dnc•nded. 

<~neral Lincoln wu «JVOD the chlfl 
mand of lh aouthern department 

of the armJ, and ..,.. Ialor delegated 
} \\ uhln~;ton to l't'<<JVe the nrord of 

(.cnrnl C'.omwalll.t at tho Ume of hL• 
aurr~ndrr. 

Anotht'r nnl'l of tho many Hingham 
l.tnt't•lns who •·n.ca~~rcotl in thr Re\~olu· 
tinnnry \Vnr wn• ~aplnin Amos Lin­
N>ln whn rnnrrird th~ dnughtcr of Paul 
ltcvcra. 

Tho I(IAmltflthor of Abrahllm Lin· 
coln fnr whQn& the president W8!\ 

namrd WAll f")f'C'lf'rJ r,aptain Of one of 
th~ thr.., military companle5 in Rock­
Ingham C'ounty, VIrginia, at th• time 
o! the! RevoluUon. and hla name l.t 
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eofc.rn found on the county l't'<Ords u 
havtnl' oervtd u Adjutant ~ne.-.l. 

Whli• tho l'ruldcnt'a ,..and!ather 
did not lo•" h•• lifo In a baltle with 
Rt•tl-couh, ht• woK onr of the man}· 
Rovolullonnry ooldlors who later were 
m••••cred hy tho lntl10no on lhe 
Crontiore. Ahraham Lincoln said lhat 
among all lho atorlco of hls youth the 
one thal n•rnain\'<1 anoat. vivid in his 
rm:mory waa tho masaatn of hia 
KT•ndfalher. 

Hananlah IJncoln who went to .Ken­
ti!cl<y •nth the p nou Uncolns was 
a4o a CAptain In l~ Revolutionary 
\\ ar. It ,. .. wtth th!o IIIIWIIah LUJ. 
o:oln that the fallu>r of the Pl't'sident 
mado hJ. homo for IO~M time alter 
tbe mauacro of hla own falber. 

Abraham Llncoln'a father, Thomas 
Lincoln, aaw •urvice &lf&lnll. the ln· 
dians tn Kc:ntucky a1 a nv mber of the 
r'ourth Itt ICIUH•nt or Militia in which 
he cnllotcd tn 17U6, Ue served as a 
pdvnto undor Lioutcnnnt George Ew­
Ing, urHJ lnlt'r WUtl undor tho command 
uf Lleutt•nnlll Philip Wuohburn. 

On Patriot& !lay, April 19, 1832, the 
folio\\ inr P••t•c.rlpt APJ>I'&red in the 
Sangamon Juurnal: 

")foro IndiAn trouble. Laat evening 
General T. M. ;>;oalo r«otved by ex· 
pi'Q.I th~ anncxed order from the <Am· 
mandor 1n (..'h d. f'rom thts order it 
appnn thet th~ Govemor l.t determ· 
tned at onco to drtv• lllacl< Uawk and 
hla .......-latrs from tbe Umlll of our 
t.ate. There coald be no object in 

parl•)'ll>l' any farther 'IVItb bim or 
1m l'aDI'. Summary and oplrited meas­
ure• muat be U&t"d or oar tJtizens will 
Ot' auhjL•cltd r .. rl)l tO the inCUJ'SiODS or 
Uuo Indian trtho .•• , . 

"To Gcn< rnl T. M. Neale: 'You are 
heroh)' eummnndtd to t.•nuso 600 men 
of yuu1 IJI'IKHch~ lu ntt•cL nt. Beardstown 

" tho 22nd lnat. wltbout fail. I have 
·• dor~d the Colonela of your Brigade 

l1t furni.ab tht.•lr proportionate men out 
of their ntJpect1ve rol'immta, for !ear 
you mli:ht Mt lw at hom... You will 
call the MU1tla lo tho nearest un­
ckzvou•, cath rompab)' to be romposed 
or 60 men and to elect Ito own of­
licera.'" 

'l'l'ben Untoln read thts appoal for 
.-olunteen In lhe papor be enlillted im­
med atrly. II~ muol baT• recalled the 
otory of hl.t own lrJ'I'ndfatber'a mas· 
B&'fe and lh• lt'I'Yice which hl.t father 
u.w &J:Binat the Indians. 

Tho doy lH rnro th~ rrndrxvous of the 
troOfJI Jt.l no lf,IAtown, Abraham Lin­
C'Uln waR ~lt't·hd Cn.Jllllin of hit! com­
puny. While~ lw .. nw no nrUve fighting, 
thoro I• """'" lndlcutlon lhnt he wag 
worthy or thu olflro to which he hnd 
lf('t•n t~lt't'ttd. 

Th• ono tradition that cornea duwn 
to ua a• to J.lncoln"e be-hAviOr while 
follow n~; the •nrmy Ia !rom the old 
gutde, ••athM' Dixon. who accompanied 
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ilic troopa. ll• conduAl , "In all the 
man:ht.."S. whtn""'"r the forces ap­
proached a ~vo or depreu1on m 
which an Jn~1on a1ubuoh mll'ht be con­
cc.akd, antJ N'uUta wnv J.t:.Ut forward 
1u t:xnmino thn covt'r, J.lnroln was the 
tl rst mnn ac~tuclt,d.'' nnd hl' nddts that. 
••v.:Jule 1nnny, ue Llwy Ullt>rouchod the 
plnco or oxpctlod lllllbuah, !ound nn 
oxcuoo for dllmuunt1nl( 14 adjust 
rirlhs or oaddlrl, L1ncoln a oaddle was 
alway• 10 pcalect order." 

It 11 'ery Allllroprlatc that there re.­
conUy hu ~n l'l't'<ted at Dixon. D· 
hnosa a ot.atuo by Leonard Crunnelle 
portna) tng t::&pta n Abrabam l.u1coln. 

In tho Iicht a! ""l.aqamt nenll the 
most Ultoreatlnjr cont.ut wbicl> Lin­
coln mado d"ring tho Rla<k llawk war 
..... with llajor Robert Anderson. 
\\'ben )lajor Andenon visltod Wub­
inglon a.tter hla evat"uatton of Fort 
Sumpter and bad r-1ved from the 
ch1ct maa-iatrate an ~xpreuion of ap· 
pr~iatiun of hht eondul•t, ~tr. Lincoln 
.aid: 

4;l\lnjor, du you rcuncnll.Jor o{ ever 
meclini nu.1 tH•turo '!" ''No," replied 
Andenon, "I hava no reeolleetion of 
en•r havtn& had that. plt~ure." »My 
nu~mory 1a better than yuun," said 
LJ.ncQ)n. "You mu1trrtd n\e mto the 
l nited :state& aorvlce, aa a hil'h private 
of tb~ llhnols volunt«n, at Ui:<on'a 
Ferrr, 1n tho BlAck llawk War." 

Both Captain !Jncoln and Ilia su­
ponor ~r. G neral T. .M. :-;eaJe, 
••re eandidatea for the lecislature in 
1~2. but the captain polled •6 more 
'ot than the GeneraL B<lth failed to 
~ el('ct.ed, hoWc\tr. 

Another cand1date for 1'\'jl""'entative 
at tbia election was William Kirkpat­
rick who had bcon Lincoln's opponent 
for tho cat<talnry or tho compnny. He 
rcet•iv<•d anotlll'r h<atlng nt tho polls 
~l Llnroln who ~ealhcrcd In 657 votes 
nl(ainat KlrkJIAlrlck'a 41. It ia slg­
rutieant. to not• on Captain Lincoln's 
muotor roll that Kirkpatrick whom he 
had beac..n wu tt<'ommended for r,:­
mollon fron1 the ranka by Captain · 
c:oln. 

ln Lincoln'• tompany were: Jack 
ArnutroD&', the wreatlu, whom Lin­
roln mado a IC!feoant; William F. !Hr­
ry, .,.ho •u latrr to~ asaorlated with 
L1ncoln In lbo mordtandtse bustnesa; 
J<•hn ~- aad l>avld Rutl•dre, brolhe,r, 
o( Ann Jtullodgc, Lincoln'• sweetheart: 
and on~ o! tho 'I n-nt brolh<rs for 
whom l.lncaln lrl•d hi• fir.t law•uit. 

Th('lre w~rf\ nx nwn o.ltog~ther listed 
on C'n1•Lnln J.incoln'11 mu11t~r roiJ, 
of which C<~t•lr• ar• •1111 avAilable. In 
Linrnln•a own hantl\\ riling is thP fol­
lowing nutAtion, "Mu tt-rr-d out or 
•enin> at the Mouth of Fox River, 
llay 27, 1832." 


