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LINCOLN'S INTRODUCTION
TO SPRINGFIELD

On the twenty-fourth day of March,
1832, jJust one hundred years ago,
Abraham Lincoln reeeived a dramatic
introduction to the people of Spring-
field, Illinols, the clty where later he
was to make hizs home.

Having recently snnounced through
the columna of the Sangamon Journal
his :undldnc? for the legislature, there
was evidently some interest on the
part of the citizens of the largest town
within the county to see this young
aspiring politiclan,

m‘]‘hn nclcam#ng Ef“;hﬂh h;rnndu:t]on to
people of Sp @ WEVET, Was
not ns 4 speaker in a politica] meeting
but as the pilot of o steamboat.

It is evident from tha news accounts
that no event in the history of Spring-
field, up to that time, had caused more
interest or brought together a larger
number of people than did the arrival
of the Tulizsman, the first steamer to
sscend the Sangnmon River,

As early ns Janoury 18 the Sangn-
mon Jntrnﬂwwlnnﬂumd Mﬁlﬁ‘:gv'
A. Bogue d attempt to i
steamboat up the river loaded with
goods for the merchants.

This announcemant in the Cineinnati
Daily Guazette for January 19, 1832,
and reprinted in the Sangamon Jour-
nal must have stirred the people of
Springfield:

“The splendid u cabin steamer,
Tulisman, J, M. Po , master, will
leave for Portland und Springfield on
the Sangamon River and all interme-
diate porta and | at Beardstown,
&H:plei, 5t h“é.l'f Louisville, on Thurs-

¥, February or freight or passen-
gers, having su r accommods-
tions. Apply to Captain Vincent A.

at the Brdaocway Hotel or to
All Owen."

In the meantime Captain Boguoe had
written the fnllnwin? communication
which was published in the Journal of
January 26:

MT ghould be met at the mouth of the
river by ten or twolve men having axes
with long handles under the direction
of mome rlinced man, and one
of the men should be one nf' those who
have moat often nscinded the river in
flatboats to show the course of the
stream.”

FORT WAYNE, INDIANA

March 21, 1932

On Washington's Birthday the
steamer reached St, Louis and Mr,
Bogue wrote another letter to the edi-
tors of the Journal advising them of
hie eafe nrrival at that point,

When the boat reached Beardstown
it wan eted by a at crowd,
among them the meén who had come

repared to assist in clenring the way
or the steamer, The man selected to
pilot the steamer from Beardstown ta
Spﬂnﬁiﬂnld was none other than Abra-
ham Lineoln,

He seems to have complied with the
demands of Bo that one of the men
should be familiar with the course of
the river. Lincoln once had built and
operatod a flatboat on this siream and
seemed to be ified for the task as-
signed him. He wus at this time en-
gaged ns a elerk in n store for the man
whom he had served as fintboatman,

Another conslderation seems to have
suggested Lincoln as the proper pllot
of the Tallsman, But two weeks had
pussed since there appeared in the
Journal & lengthy discussion about the
navigation of the Sangumon which he
had muurguruwd in his announcement
as a eandidate for the Legislature.
Here wns o chanee for him to demon-
strate that his theory was sound.

On March 22, the Journal earried
this brief notice;

“We understand that the steamboal
Talisman had arrived at New Salem
lnst u'm:lpf- New Salem is 18 miles
tmmthhnmbfhndnndliuuuthe
Sangamon River,”

On March 24, Lincoln b
steamer safely through to § ;
and m-u;rofthemnn the great
assemnbly who ga there to wel-
come it, got their first glimpse of the
B-foot-d pilot who wan to become with-
in a fow yenrs the first citizen of the
eity.

A reception and dancs was given in
honor of the crew of the Talisman,
anid Lineoln eould not have helped but
S N Tath eIl e

ently made mue o8
out of the gathering.

The return of the steamer hastened
by the rapidly falling Sangamon was
made with difficulty and the boat was
dolayed at New Salem until part of the
dam could be torn away to allow it to
procesd.

The steambont, Talisman, was short
lived, ns the following excerpt from
the St. Lonis Times, re-printed in the
Sangamon Journal for May 3§, 1532, re-
veals:

“0On Monday ovening last betweon
the hours of 1 and 3 o'elock n fire broke
ont from. the steambout Taliamaon. ...
When the steamboat was discovered to
be in flames it was lying near the of-
fices of the American Fur Company.
One of the crow made an inefTective
attempt to seuttle hor and then cast
her adeift. She flonted down to the

ht the

wharf in front of the store of Dan Lee
and Company where she remained un-
til entirely consumed.”

The departure of Bogue, the pro-
moter, wias nearly as disnstrous to
some of the citizons as was the burn-
ing of the Tallsman to the promoters,

Un nggﬁt. 26, o suit brought inst
him by Elizah Iles resulted in this no-
tation:

“Bogue is indebted to him for the
st of $541.86 and the sald Bogue has
deserted from the state.”

Lineoln also suffered financial losses
by the inscivency of Bogue. He had
signed with Nelson ley, tavern
kesper at New Salem, one of the many
subseription papers clreulated in the
interests of the Talisman wenture.
Alley defuulted and the burden of pay-
ment was thrown on Linceln. He as-
sumed this debt for $104.874; and in a
reasonohle time paid it in full. Al-
though Lincoln had recelved $40.00 for
piloting the boat he wos still the loser
by more than $80.00,

The story of the Talsman is teld in
doggerel by one of the SBpringfield
bards in the issue of Singamon Jour-
nal for April & The ful]n:&f three
stanzns nllow one to appreciate the
tone of the effort in which Abraham
Lineoln played a major part one hun-
dred years ago.

“With Captain Collina at the helm
And Captain Collina to turn the bend
He turned them to, he turned them fro,
And the way he turned them wasn't

slow.
0 clear the steambont long bend, short
Young Niinola.

() when we come to Salem dam
wa we went against it jam, ;

e tried to cross with all our might,
We couldn't do it, we stayed all night.
0 clear the steamboat long bend, short

Young Dﬂn::ll.

“ Captain Bogue who gave the load
) Capiain Bogue who showed the road
And w:if]nma up with a right good

And tied our boat up to his mill
O clear tha steamboat long bend, short

hend,
Young Ilinoia™

Lincaln's river experiences were re-
viewed again when he beeame a eandi-
date for the presidency In 1860 as is
revenled in  this excerpt from an
Evansville, Indiann, paper;

“0ld finthont mon elaim him as one
of thelr number and az ho was a safe
pilot In ding hundreds of boats
through the tortuous windings of the
Father of Waters so they are quite
willing to trost him with the helm of
the ship of state"™



