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THE RUTLEDGE FAmLY 
l~1ncoln'! und St. \'alt:ntint•'s anni­

n•ri'I.Drit.-a occurring r.u lht'Y dt• '"' ith so 
brh·f nn intervul t~cpftt"i\ling them in­
vite one to rcrull U.l(ttin t hu story of 
Anwricn's best known rnmancP. The 
~·ourting of Ann Rutlt•dgl'\ by Abra­
hnm Lincoln w1th ita traKic rnding ha.." 
l•)!lt none o( its human lnt'-'n••t through 
th._. yt-..ra although som•• uf the more 
dramatic ~pisorles in thr drnmn ha\•e 
provl'<.! to be nothin oth<·r thun fic­
tion 

\VilliAtn lh~J·ndon us fnr as \\'t! havt' 
l•t'l!ll nhle to learn wuft llw f\r~l one to 
nll~mpt n public rccltnl 1JC Abraham 
Lincoln's e:arly romrmc:~. It wu. the 
nuun thtnw or what h..- co.lll;!d n Icc­
tun on ''Abraham l.1ncoln. !\Hs~ Ann 
Rut1f'dg~. Xt'w Salem. p~,)ntLTlDg and 
tht Jto,.~m Cas.lll-d 'lmrnorwlit3r'." lt 
wa c!eh\·erc-d Jn ~pnnacf1•ld, lllino~, 
in l~Co. 

Mr. Ji('rndon, in lho tnlJ"Ui)Uction or 
thiM ndtlrel\.o:;;, s.o..id, "( um willing thut 
my ··hnrneter nmnnJ;C ynu may st.Knd 
or run by lhe •uh•tnntinl truthfulness 
of thi~ lecture in CYl'r}' fJClrlicuhtr." 

(t ia nut the pa.rpo of thi6 mono-
grA(Ih to i)Ue$Lion th• AUthenticity of 3 
«rl&m atat-t'mt-nt tn thl" urst po.ra­
srrnph o( the )edUrt' in f)rdt.•T tO COn• 
trlhuh• further e\·ich•nct• agnin,r.,t this 
ucltlr<>:tfS, whieh oftt•ll ho bt•C'n succe.~· 
tully chulhmged. 'Tht' JIUrposc of this 
J>lllwr i:s to rtdtlc tht• qm•tttion of th~ 
nri..:in oC the New Sal""' Rutlc•dges. 
Mr. Jlorndon in referring to Ann Rut­
lcdsc< onys: 

"She WBS a grand-dolld o( the lib­
ntt)' lo\'ing, patriotiC' Rutltdgts of 
South C'arolina. Her lothc•r was born 
In South Carolina amid th• ec:ho oC 
the r:tnnon's rcvolullonury roar.'' 

Tho inference hC'I'O IM (lluan thnt Ann 
WA~ ll th.•~cendttnL of Lhc uriglocralfc: 
Hutlcdl(c family which <ontnin<-d thre•' 
1lluatrious broth~r~. John, Hugh., and 
Jo;.-twArcl, the latter ll lllfCnt-r o( the D~-c 
larau n of Ind~pe~dt'n('t'. Prnctically 
c \'f.·ry hist('rian hu &4."Crptt•cl this story 
•f Ann Rutledge's nnrl"Bt ry. one ttf the 
l"'11t inform(•d ''rihn m th1• hi~tory 
uf Nt.'w Salem clohmug thnt Ann's 
fnthPr waS a dcscendnnt ot "The Rut· 
lc•dgt• whn signed the Dcc:loration of 
lndt•Jltndencl•.'' 

Edward Rutlcdgt•, th~ a1gner, was 
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born in Charleston. Novomb-~r 23,1749, 
and, about 1773. marrit.•d Harriet 
dau,;ht~r of n._nry Middlotcon. In ~loy, 
1 'i't;.O~ wht n •erving uodl"r G\•n. Benja­
nun L.ant'1•ln, he !ell into th" hands of 
th(l t•m1my und remain<"tl in prison Cor 
u whoh\ year. Jnnu.•:i Huth:dge, the 
fntht•l' ot Ann Rut1cdgt', wu.• born .May 
It. 17~1. so Lha~ it is not llkdy tbnt 
hl' "tl the son of the 2ilgner 

Tlwr'"• wu a colony of Rutlt'dges in 
Auguttn C..ounty, \.if1(1ntn. which may 
{U"'\ t, to hn\'c b«wn the aame fa.mil)· 
lro111 \\hltb Ann Rutl<dge de ..:ended. 
A• , .orly '"' 1752 a G<'Or41c Rutledge 
tliKJIO!'il'<l (If his lanc.l at.uUng thnt he 
wn~ rl·ntovlng to th~ .. colony of Caro-
1inn.'' 1'his it will be obiH:rvcd, h ow· 
l1Vt•r, waa three yennt nft.cr Edward 
ltuth•clgc the signer v:aa born in 
Chnrl••ton. 

In the •am• deed book apJH'lli'IO the 
will cof John Rutll'<.!ge which mentions 
his "axc.-c.J fath~r··. hrotln~rl, \\•illiam 
nnd Thomaa, .si$ten;. Kath•·rme and 
Jeun, und a nephew Gt.•e~rgL', This will 
wtl!!l wttntossed by \Villiunt Armstrong­
who!;t• fnmily name we! find con~tu.ntly 
nuocitttc-d with tho Rutledgci in Vir­
ginia, Kflnlucky, and lllinoi 

In 1776, the ,;arne Y''"' that Thomas 
Lincoln, th• father o( th p..,•Jd•nt, 
\\U born in Augusta Count)-. Thomas 
Arnutrong made 1m "ill; beoide his 
";£,., AM, he names two daught-er:;, 
RMrnh n.nc.J Jean, bolh of Yo hum wNo 
morri,•d to mcm by the nnmc of 
Rutledg<·. 

Tho huabnnd o! Snrnh wns naml'<.! 
f:clward Rutll'<.!ge and Jean'• husband 
Will Tho!1WI Rutledgo; both or theu 
men madr th('ir wills in Augusta 
Cnunty in J'iS5 but tht• w11l of Thom~ 
""a r1ot probated until J;ul. 
Th~ naml'S of Edward's o.nd Su.rnh's 

chiltlrt•n \\l'rc Jnmt-a, G~urge, Re· 
b\.•cknh, Rl)sannnh nnd L.ucy tho lat· 
tc.-r hU\'ing mnn·ic.~d John Allisun. 
Thomas' nnd Jean'• childnn are 
mtmll .. i "" !ollo'¥>-s: Jo.m<"'!t, John, 
Thon~u, Edwu.rd, IU•th••rtnt• Riddle, 
Elinlll'th At'lll.>i.rolll(, Ann Mender­
"""• Mar) Young and JoaJO Brooks. 
The 1narr1nge rt."ffL ttr tor Augusta. 
C'ounly Cor 1786 re<'Ortl• th• na""'"' of 
Jnm(·a llutledge and Jane FmlO)', and 
\ wo yonr• later J a me Rut ledge and 
Eh.1anor Halslon w(!rt, unlt.t'(J ln ma.r· 
r·i.lKt•. 

C ln•• of the enrlieat rPcord.s of an 
nrrivo.l of lhe Rutll'<.!ge family in Ken­
tuC'k)" is found in Grt"t':n Count)', where 
hnae Rutll'<.!~t< murrll'<.! Anno Arm­
atr(lntr 1n Oc-ccmbtor, 179tt. Th(ll Hem· 
rlon11 li\'f-d in G~n County und A bra­
hom Un('o)n w-as bnrn tl·n yt.:ura Iuter 
In fhudin County, ndjnrt'nl to Green. 

lt. i~ Henderson County, howc:ver, 
wht.•1·c th!! lnrger colony of tho Rut~ 
lodKOI S<·tllcd; as tht•y did not urrh·e 
unto! about 1809, th<•re i• plenty of 
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timt" tor thia new gencraloon of Rut­
locl~t.,. to have been bum in Carolina 
and to ha\'e li\'t~ for eonw time in 
Tenru o before coming to KtntucKy; 
in !net, ntuny o! the Vir~inla jmmi­
gmull •nnvt.~c.l to Kentuck)' by easy 
stDM'4'"· ThC' fnmily nurncs tmd the 
nnmc• •••uciuted with l h• Hutll'<.!ge 
!nmil)' hs atrong evidence lhttt tho Hen­
d«!rson l'ounty, Kentucky, fnrnily orig­
inntc~l in Augu•ta County, \·irginiL 

From Kcntu<k>· on the hi>tory of 
Ann Rutledg~ is ea.aily trac~. Her 
fathc·r. James, £•ntercd land tor taxes 
on ('.n.ncu· Creek in llendt. non County 
in umu, und a Thoma.~" Rutledge b Jist,.. 
I'd u1tu1 on the snmc strt!nm <l( water. 
.rnnws l11\d 130 tt.Cl'~! of IRnd nnd 
Thomu• 100. AI this tlolll' in LaRue 
('ounty, Thomns Lincoln. futh1•r of th~ 
newly born Abraham Lin\.'oln. ".115 in 
po~('uion of at least 600 ncn!l of land 
and otht r rt.•al estate. 

Thrct.'< oth('r membc.on of th" Rut­
h_-dg'<' fnrmly over 21 yt>an or AJ(I'• ap­
pt'nr un lhl' tax list fur llt•1ulerson 
r.ounty in 1811, Robert, J ohn, nnd 
WilHum. l'ach year up un\il 1815 the 
nnm"" o( James, Thomas. Hoh••rt, and 
WilHnon oppcur "ith rc~eularity but no 
addillonal land holding.s Rru tl'<'Orded. 
lt ..-.n~ during thj~ }K'nod on Janun.ry 
7, 1813, th•t Anne ~layca Rutledge 
\l811 Lorn. 

On O<tobt>r 18, 1813, Thnmu Rut­
ll'<IRe tlfld Sally, his wi!e, Jlu1d their 
1ond lo<"nh•cl next to Jamu ~l rCrcudy's 
pine,, which sta rted a rww migration 
of th• Hutll'<.!ges and thcor nolflhbOnl 
to the Wt·at. 

The fnnnly of Jnm., Rutledg~. when 
Ann wu a babe in arrns, aettl<'d in 
While County, nJinoiJ, at a point 
,,.here th~ town of Enfi('ld b now lo. 
catec.l. By the year 18:!8 tht, Rullt~dgi!'s 
and lhrir rclah'·~. the Ccutwtonlll, v.t·re 
nt·quirinu land at a pojnt '\here New 
~.nh•nl lntf•r grew up. 

Tht• following cbiJdrt'n wt•rt• born to 
Jaonco and Ann )tiller Ru~ledate as 
rt'<Ord"l in the family Bilol•. Jane, 
John &!., Anna May.,., Robert B .. 
;);an<'Y ('., '!argaret A~ ~!ary A., and 
Sally P. The name of nnotht r child 
born in 18!5 is not l<giblo on tho J>ho­
Wl(rnphtc copy of tho Bible r..-orJ. 

It ia hoped that thu infonnnlion 
gnthc,rNI h~::ru may sti r up N\nu.ch in­
t.cre't in the lincaiitc.' of Annu Mayes 
Rutlrd~w to make at po:-; lblt" to trnce 
hc:-r a~nct.~try. Ontil somt• d.uly outhot­
llU.od recol"tb connect ht'r with the fam­
oly of famous llutled~to in South 
C<1rohna, it might be b<.it to thonk oC 
ht~r as A daughter of a humble J•in­
ltl't'r, mnnng in about tht• rtllnlt" Ot"inl 
rinlc liS .~\braham Lmcoln, who said 
ju~t u t't·ntury ago thi11 ycur: 

" J wn~ ho1'n nnd bnvt.\ 11 Vc•r n·muincd, 
in th" mn>l humble wnlko of lifo. I 
ha\'e nq wt~althy or pnpuJur rttlations 
or fri<'nd to re-commrnU m~.'· 


