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THE RUTLEDGE FAMILY

Lincoln’s and St. Valentine’s anni-
versaries cccurring ma they do with so
brief an interval separating them in-
vite one to recall again the story of
Amuerica’s hest known romance, The
courting of Ann Rutl by Abra-
ham Lincoln with its tragic ending has
lost none of its human interest through
the years although some of the more
dramutic episodes in the drama have
pﬂ‘d to nothing other than fie-
L

William Herndon as far s we have
beon able to learn was the first one to
attempt a public recithl of Abraham
Lincoln's early romnnce. It was the
maln theme of what he called a lee-
ture on “Abraham Lincoln, Miss Ann
Rutledge, New Salem, Ploneering and
the Poem Called *Immortality’.” ‘It
T‘n:ﬁg;ﬁvemd in Springfield, Illinois,
n :

Mr. Herndon, in the intreduction of
this address, said, “I am willing that
my charncter among you may stand
or fall by the substantinl trothfulness
af this lecture in every particulsr.”

It is not the purpose of this mono-
graph to guestion the authenticity of a
certain statement In the first para-
graph of the lecture in order to con-
tribute further evidence agninst this
nddress, which often hias been success-
fully ehallenged. The purpose of this
paper is to ralse the guestion of the
origin of the New Salem Rutledges.
Mr. Herndon in referring to Ann Rut-
ledge says:

"ﬁ?lw Was & grl.ndmnu'chllléld ‘I]:d::: Iiﬁ
erty-loving, pa ¢ Rut

South Carolina. Her father was born
in South Carolinn amid the echo of
the eannon's revolutionnry roar.”

The inference hore s plain that Ann
was 0 descendnnt of the aristocratic
Rutledge family which contained threa
illustrious brothers, John, Hugh, and
Edward, the latter a gigner of the Dec-
laration of Independence, Practically
every historian has accepted this story
of Ann Rutledge’s ancesiry, one of the
best informed writers in the history
of New Salem clalming that Ann's
father wns & descendnnt of “The Rut-
ledge who ﬂignad the Declaration of
Independence.”

Edward Ruotledge, the signer, was

born in Charleston, November 23, 1749,
and, about 1773, m:lrrhd w
daughter of Henry Middleton. Ly,
1".';3. when serving under Gon. Benja-
min Lincoln, he fell into the hands of
the enemy and remained in prison for
u whole year. James Rutledge, the
father of Ann Rutledge, was horn May
11, 1781, so that it is not likely that
he was the son of the signer.

There was n colony of Rutledges in
Augusta County, Virginia, which may
rove to hove been the same I
voin which Ann Rotledge d
An early as 1752 o Ruil
disposed of his land stating that he
wis removing to the “colony of Caro-
lina." This 1t will be observed, how-
ever, was three years after Edward
Hutledge the signer was born in
Charleston.

In the same deed book appears the
will of John Rutledge which mentions
his * father”, brothers, William
and omas, sisters Katherine and
Jean, and a nephew George, This will
was witnessed by William Armstrong
whose family name we find constantly
associnted with the Hutledges in Vir-
ginla, Kentucky, and linois.

In 1778, the same year that Thomas
Lineoln, the father of the President,
was born in Augusta County, Thomas
Armatrong made his will; de his
wife, Ann, he names two daughters,
Sarah and Jean, both of whom were
married to men by the name of
Rutledge,

The husband of Sarah was named
Edward Rutledge and Jean's husband
was Thomas Rutledge; both of these
men made their wills in Augusta
County in 1785 but the will of Thomas
wan not probated until 1791,

The numes of Edward’s and Sarah's
children were James, George, Re-
beckah, Rosannah and Luey—the lat-
ter having married John Allison.
Thomns' and Jean's children =are
naumed as  follows: James, John,
Thomas, Edward, Katherine Riddle,
Elizabeth Armstrong, Ann Hender-
gon, Mary Young and me hﬂmhs.
The marrizge ister for Augusia
County for ITSBmlﬂ-unh the names of
James Rutledge and Jane Finley, and
fwo years later James Rutledge and
Floanor Ralston wers united in mar-
riage.

One of the earliest records of an
arrival of the Rutledge family in Ken-
tucky is found in Green County, where
Isanc Hotledge marricd Annpe Arm-
rlt-unf in December, 1709, The Hern-
dons lived in Green County and Abra-
ham Lincoln was born ten years Iater
in Hardin County, adjacent to Green.

It is Henderson County, however,
where the larger colony of the Rut-
ladgoen scttled; ag they did not srrive
until about 1808, there is plenty of

time for this new generation of Rut-
le:fn to have been born in Carolina
and to have lived for some time In
Tennessee before coming to Kentucky;
in fact, many of the Virginia immi-
grants moved to Kentucky by easy
stages. The family names and the
names associated with the Ruotledge
family is strong evidence that the Hen-
derson County, Kentucky, family orig-
innted in Augusta County, Virginia

From Kentucky on the history of
Ann Rutledge i= easily traced. Her
father, James, entered lund for taxes
on Canoe Creek in Henderson County
in 1809, and & Thomas Rutledge is list-
ed nlsg on the same stroam of water.
Jumes had 180 geres of land and
Thomas 100. At this time in LaRue
County, Thomns Lineoln, father of the
newly born Abraham Lincoln, was in
posseasion of at lesst 500 neres of land
and other real estate.

Three other members of the Rui-
ledge family over 21 years of nge, ap-
pear on the tax list for Henderson
County in 1811, Robert, John, and
Willinm. Each year up until 18156 the
names of James, Thonas, Ruhan:;l und
William appear with regularity but no
additionnl m holdings are recorded.
It was during this period on Jamaary
7, 1818, that Anne Mnyes Ruotledge
wns born.

On October 1B, 1813, Thomas Rut-
ledge and Sally, his wife, sold their
land located next to James Mc{.‘.ran.dfr’a
place which started s new migration
of the Rutledges and their nelghbors
to the west,

The family of James Rutledge, when
Ann was a bmbe in arms, settled in
White County, Illinois, at a point
iy e o S
caled, By the year ut
and their relatives, the Ciumerons, were
nc?uirinu land at a point where New
Salem later grew up.

The following children were born to
James and Ann Miller Rutledge as
recorded in the family Bible. Jane,
T i S

ancy L., Margaret A, ry
Sally F. The name of another child
born in 1815 is not legible on the pho-
tographic copy of the Bible record.

It is hoped that the information
gathered here may stir ux nnn'uﬁh in-
terest in the lineage of Anna Mayes
Rutledge to make it possible to trace
her ancestry. Until some duly author-
ixed records conneet her with the fam-
ily of famous Rutledges in South
Carolina, it might be best to think of
her as a daughter of a humble pio-
neer, m'rinf in sbout the sume social
civcle ns Abraham Lincoln, who said
just n century ago this year:

“1 was born and have ever remnined,
In the most humble walks of life, I
have no wealthy or popular relations
or friends to recommend me."



