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Three ~hlldnon w re born to Thoma..~ 
an 1 ~nnc)i Lineotn Wlthm ·' period of 
fi•n yean. Durinll' thl• lime and the 
ant nal bet,.e•n their marriage and 
the birth of the lint child, th<>y ll•<>d 

f Uf d1fT ft'nt n&ban homes ID what 
wu tht'n llardln (' untr, Kentucky. 
Naturt>lly tber• would be aome con· 
tUAion In the tradttlon. te>mmg down 
from thrlr neighbors u to just ·where 
tho •• cond child Willi born. There never 
\\ tul, howc•\"tr, any l'Cmfus1on in the 
mind nf thiK ~t·cnnd 4•hiiiJ tlft to where 
his pnr• nts told hlrn ho hnd been born. 

Th• l.incoln blrthdny numll<"r of this 
bulletin olfen a prc('er atmo•phe,.., 
f r reviewing what Abrnham Lincoln, 
thlll a~~eond child of hb pa ... nu. said 
about hla b. rth pla<o and how his 
t tlmonr oquart'a up with the ffi. 
d n e d111<0V.....-d In public record• 
whi<h be-an upon the location of the 
lJncoln home .. 

Mall Crctk Fnntt 
On 5.-pt~mh<-r 2, 1803. Tbomaa Lin· 

< In acqu ft.! for "one hund....d and 
< aht«n pound• In hand patd"" 230 
acrra of land on )!ill C~k in Hardin 
Counly. llo ..,tnlned poa..,ulon of thi~ 
proa>erl)" until tho yur 1~14. although 
ht• d1d not rnter it !or t.axea. during 
th• yenro IKO·I tu 11!0" lndu•lve. The 
lnft•n•n<'t\ Ita drnwn thnt hiM slater nnd 
hr1r hufl.hnnd "hn 1h·•·t1 tht•l"l" wilh hif' 
tnt•tht l. cnrtd for llu., tru:n during thia 
rerlod. 

Thomas Uncoln hlmaalf wandem 
about a aood deal In early life but 
probolbly made tho Mill Creek home 
h ~ h adquarura from 1803 1111til after 
h<' w~• mllrrled. Jlo may have brought 
t brtdo, Xaney Jlank1, In thl5 home 
In Junr, 1800, but tho) d1d not live 
th ro lonJr. 

f:lozab•thlo '11 Cabi" 
rtly a!tt'r Thomu and :Saney 

I D In wero marrltd they mo•-ed I<> 
th r o,..,. cabin hom In Eli.&abeth· 
t ,-. n ,. h re thto)' hu•d for two )"'e&l'S. 
Th m~ I ncoln'e nam oppt<ars oo 
tl lA• book for 1807 ao the owner 

f n e~abin and D hoU!It lot in Eliza­
!. ·thl<>\1 n. Tht• fulluwlua: yenr the tax 
tc·conJ 11hnwM hi111 to hnv<' b<tc-n in 1)05-
,., Pllllun ut n cnUin nntJ two huus.c ots. 
1'1u.:y tlld not. liv(' n.t uny tinu~. howe 
...ver. In the old Ellaab<-tlttown cabin 
often pl<lu....d oa the b1rth pla<e of 
tho p...,ald<nt. Thb wa• lb.! cabin 
h mo of Th maa lJnc:oln"a seeond 
wife, Sarab Bush Johnlton. 

r'ORT WAYNE, INDIANA 

Tb• followilllf Iotter, wntten by 
Abraham Uncoln to Samuel llayera!t 
of FJiub<>thto•"ll, Ia In harmon)' with 
lh t..ax r.-~.·orda and menlionJ tht! birth 
of Thuma• and l'ionoy l.lnroln"a lirst 
child "" boving t11kt•n 1•lnr•· thorc>. 

St>rlndeld, Ill., Mny 2M, 1860. 
lion. San1 lloycroll: 
lkar Sir: 

'\ uur rKenl ltUc-r Wtlhoul date i!l 
rKt-A\ I'd •••• Ia thr ••in ,.ou are 
rl1ht aboul •> lu•lorJ. 'IJ !other 
wu 1 honaa..11 l,1acola aod 'lrL Sallie 
Johneoa wu hiA M-tunc:l wiff. \ oa are 
mi•Uk~n atkjut •> muthtr - her 
maidrn namf' • aa :'\ant) UankL J wa.-. 
not IM)fn 1n Ehubt ahto• n but my 
mothtr'o lint child, a daurlltn, two 
yfan oldl'r than II'\) rlf. and now 10BJt 
"inf'r dH't'allof'CI ••~ I wu bon:a 
f'C'bnaary 12.. lMOt, nC"ar whrrr Bod­
R,n•\ill• DOW ia t.hMI tn Ha.rdio 
("nunt7. 

"' rathtr ha• bee• dud n•ar ten 
~·tant.. hut my ~o~ttpmothtr ('lr .... Juhn­
aton) I• at Ill lh 1011. I am r<olly •·ery 
glnd or your h•lttr nnd •hnll be 
J)lt•Mwd to n•c<'ive anottu.•r ot any 
tlmt". 

You ra ''"')' truly, 
\. Llotoln_ 

Soulll f'ork I/ om• 

Tb~ pre<"Cdllllf letter ~tablbboa the 

rtnc. wb...-. th• r.nt thUd of Thomao 
Jnroln wu born and avtn that the 

Jt.'<'ond child say'l he waa not born 
at t:I!ZnLctht.o"n but mar llodl!'in­
valltt • .,\s far as ~e 'know Ahrah3m 
lJncoln nevl'r mentlon!Nf t.he Mill 
c ..... k property wblch hla fatber 
ownf'd. Jn thtt many nfereDCH •·hic.h 
IJntoln made to hb birth plac-e, in 
lrtt~n and ••ll'"od atat•ments, the,.., is 
no coY•deuco that he to\ r had any 
doubt A.ll lo th(! t,)&t"l, of bil barth. 

A u·,,nd ll"tlt•r to :\1r. ltaycrnft is 
t•cauully •·xpll('it nnd not unly points 
"ut wHh muro dt\lltil tho IJh~c{• of his 
bil th, but mulu~" II. t•qun11y <"lt'ar that 
h•' WllK n1lt born on Knob Crt'ek.. He 
otatra quite plainly In tho lottn from 
wh1rh the followlntr .xc<~rpta .,.., 
tak• n that hla pan-nta told him ,..be,.., 
he .... born. 

!iprlnrttld, Ill. JoM I. 1&60. 
llun. I' .. • uti llaycratt: 
l>t'ar Sar: 

Your M<Ond lttter dattd \lay 31 is 
roctl>rd ...• The plar. on KIIDb 
("rtelo. ••ntion<>d b! \lr. ll .. d I re· 
m .. rw~Mr \f'ry wf'll bat I ••' nut born 
thr,.,._ ...\• IDJ part"Dl• hale" told IRe 1 
tru born on ~ohn ""'7 •uch neart":r 
llndatn" •II• a han tht 1\noh C,..,.,k 
Jllat1' I.a. \f) rarlit'ttt rH'nllMtil•n.. bow­
t-\f•r, lA nf tht Kn,,b CTtt"k 1•ln.reo. 

'\ ounc Hr)' truly, 
.\. l.lnruln. 

IHRMmurh '"' lwo u1ht•r own,.rs had 
l~t·n In pu1uaeaalon uf tht• :tOO ac.'!re 
t rAC't tor a pcrilld of lout nr five yean. 
It Ia f(llile cortaln that a cabin b3d 
ahedy been constructed on tbe place 
prevtoiUI to the acqubiUon of abe 
property by the Unc:olGL 

Fl'brunry 8, 1932 

Thomu l_.nc:oln 10<1D found that 
tbtre wu not a ~lear tn.le to the land 
and from one of the papen In th• cas<! 

thl• J>~~r•J"'Ph is cop11'd: 
"Vance hao •incr 110ld thr land to a 

t('rtaln l~oonac Dulfh whom your orator 
praytt to bc1 mndc ll dd~ndn.nt. hereto 
nnd thnl •d. llu•h •old to ono Thomas 
Unkhnrn "'ho I• a1"o nu•d• a dden­
danl to a hi• hill ond who Ia now living 
nn th .. land as JOUr ~rator •up~" 

Th•• court .-.cord would aupport tbe 
tact that tho L ncoiDa actually o«U· 
plod the !ann tboy bad purchaaed al· 
th ugh they had moved from 11 at the 
um tbf'o abo\r bill11.:a• dra•n up. 
Th~ tax l"f'COrdA for n archn County 

for the yean 160~ and lKlO inc.lude 
Thoma Uncoln tn tM c "<»mmlaaic•Mrs' 
Book for lhe !:'outh Fork Uiatrlc:t and 
hll namo appenu among hla South 
Fork 11elahbon. 

1\RCib Crak f"a"" 

Somr timf! prt\loua to !.lay 11, 
1811, tht> Ltncolna muvM from th~ 
lnrm wht•tf' Abrabnm wa1 burn. This 
fnrt If' ~UfiJlortl•d by " do('tumcnt of 
thnt •lnt• whl<h •tat••• dlroclly thnl 
Thomftl !.lnroln wao llvlnar "In Jlnrdin 
c,Junty on Knob CrHk." Thl1 would 
limit their l"t'aldenre on the birth pla<e 
tann to two yearo and a lmlf. The uu 
.....ords for Hardin <:ounty for the 
re&n 1811 to IOIG indusiVO ln<ludes 
tru. nam~ of Thomu IJnccln In the 
KJ\Cib rr.,.k ('Orttmunity l'fOUp aod he 
1'-ta oume land for taxation on Knob 
c ..... k. ' Th• Knob Creek home waa abont 
rune mlln north of the South Fork 
...,old ~• but on tho aame Old Cam· 
!>orland !load from :Suhvllle to Loa!"' 
\ille The follo•int: urcrpt from an 
autobiographical okrtrh, p"'pa....d !or 
ScrlJI(lJ tn Jun('. u~r.o. rw(IJI & brid 
hi!ttory of th( f.'lmily l'onn~tions in 
thr wnrdo of the prcoldcut hhn•clf. 

\ liTOnlOC: RAPTlY 
Abraham l.lncoln waa born Febru· 

ary 12, 1~00, thrn In Hardin, now in 
tho more -.ntly formed county of 
l.aRIK', Kontucky. Hb father, Tboma..o, 
and ~rrandfather, Abraham, we.,. born 
In Rockl~~~:ham Count,, \'aflt'inla ..•. 
Th pro nt oub,l<ct hao no brother or 
•later of the "hole or hnlf blood. He 
had a oloter. older than hlmaelf, who 
""• trrown ond marrl<>d, but di<>d 
many yran ago, lC'avfng no rhlld: also 
a brother )ountrer thon h1msrlf who 
dit'tl In Infancy. lkfon! lenlnJr Ken­
tucky ho and his aloter , .. re ll<>llt, for 
abort ('<rlod.o. tn .\ II C tw:hools. the 
fint k•pt by Zaclmrlah lllnry, and the 
a('Cond by ('.aleb Hurl. 

At thio lime hlo fathrr rt'lld<>d on 
]\nob C:ref·k on tho rund from Bords­
t.c.;wn to NnHhvilh,, Tonnt'a"rc, nt a 
point three o•· thrco nnd n hnlr miles 
!Iouth or aouthwut ur Atht>rton's 
Forry, <•n the Rolllnll' ~·ork. From this 
place he- l't'movtd to what i• now 
Sptnct"r C-bunty. lndaana. ln lh,. au.­
tul1\ll of 1818, Abraham then being in 
h1a elahth r•ar. 


