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The one hundredth anniversary of
an event is an important epoch in the
calendar af a historinn. Since 1909,
the celebration of the contennial of
Abrasham Lincoln's birth, there has
been little ocension for observing the
annivcmrr occurrences of other inei-
dents which happened in the life of the
growing boy,

Twao local eelebrations: one at Rock=
port, Indinna, reculling Lincaln's river
trip to New Orleans fn 1828, and an-
other at Vincennes, Ind commem-
orating the migration of the Linecoln
family from Indiana to Kentucky in
1880, seemy to have been the only
events of sufficiont importance to
justify centonnial obsevvances,

The sceme of Lincoln's activities
now shifts to Illinois and during the
next thirty years or more many com-
munities will have the opportunity of
ﬁmphuialnfh important episodes as-
socinied with the life of Abranham Lin-
coln one bundred years ago.

The year 1832, especially, was rich
in Lincoln pageantry. After having
lived for twenty-three years in oh-
gourity “The Tall Sycamore of the
Sangamon,” makes his fivat appeal for
public recognition and attracts the at-
tention. of the leading citlxens of the
state of Illinois.

The anniversary eclebrations of this
year should olfer o wvery helpful at-
mosphere for the beginning of a sto-
pendous task which some day must be
secomplished—the publication of a
complete and exhaustive documentary
history of Abrahami Lincoln. Inas-
much as the personal eorrespondence
of President Linealn will not be avail-
able to historinns for about twenty
yearn, nccording to the specifientions
in the bequest of Robert Lincoln, its
completion esuld not be anticipated
before that timo, Not less than thirty
volumies would be required for the de-
velopment of the argument, and it
ghould eontain the findings of those
who arve recognized nuthorities on dif-
ferent periods in Lincoln's life and on
different aupects of his charncter.

Ag nn Ineentive for the undertaking
of such o task by Lineoln students
Lincoln Lore plans to feature this year
the colarful events which ocecurred in
the life of Abrauham Lincoln during
1832, It mppesrs that there are six
definile ob ves around which sub-

jeet matter should be gathered if we
are to nrrive at a proper understand-
ing of Lincoln's qualifications and am-
bitions nt the very beginning of his
gu’hiic enroer. Thoy nre presented
riefly in the following paragraphs.

D. Offutt's Clork

A river trip which Abrabam Lincoln
made to New Orleans in the summer
of 1831 paved the way for the position
of clerk nt New Salem, llinols, in the
store of the man for whom he operated
the fatboat. During the first three
months of the year 1832 we find Lin-
coln in Offut’s store. An order was
signed by him on March 8, 1832, as an
agent for D, Offut. At this time &= he
puts it in his own words, “Offut’s busi-
ness was failing—had almost failed—
when the Black Hawk War broke out.™

The Ewdbryo Politician

The day before he signed the order
for Offut he set his algnature to & more
important writing, an snnouncement
of his mndir.inci: for the legislature
and a copy of the platform on which
he intended to run. This important

per, the first printed address extant
vy the president, bore the date of
March 0, 1832, There is a tradition
that he had made a public announes-
ment of his intentions previous to this,
but of thiz fact we are cortain, that he
was a grocery clerk nnd mill hand at
the time he first aspired for politieal

favar.
The Talisman's Pilot

Mr, V. A. Bogue, a friend of Abra-
ham Lincoln's who sponsored the trip
of the steamer, Talisman, from Cin-
einnatl to Springfield, Winois, in 1832
nnnounced through the Springfield
papers that he should be met at the
mouth of the Sangamon River by sev-
eral men under the direction of an ex-
perienced river man “to show the
course of the stream.” Abraham Lin-
eoln happaned to be the man who not
only piloted the boat from the mouth
of the Sangamon to the town of
Springfield, reaching the town on the
twenty-fourth day of March, 1882, but
a week Inter saaw the Talisman zafely
through the damy at New Salem on its
way back to Beardstown.

Capiain Abraham Lincoln

Lincaln had mot besm back from
Beardstown many days after the
eventfu! Talisman trip unbil & mess-
enger came to New Salem and posted
hand bills containing s proclamation
by the Governor. It ealled for volun-
teers to put down the Black Hawk up-
rising. On April 21, Lincoln enrolled
as a member of the voluntary force at
Richland in Bangamon County, Here
Lincoln was elected captain of the
company. They moved on to Beards-
town the next day, and in the course
of their itinernry touched the follow-
ing places: Mouth of Henderson River,
Yellow Banks, Dixon, Ottawa, Galena,
and White Water, then in Michigan

Territory. Near the latter place on
July 10, the troops were mustered out,
Lineoln's own cﬂmtgw hnd besn re-
leased at the mou u{ Fox River on
May 27, and he had re-enlisted, serv-
ing in {Elpuin Elijah Iles's Company.

Lineoln Unhorasd

When Lincoln awoke the next
morning after the troops had been
mustered out he discovered that some-
one had stolen his horse. This neces-
sitated his walking most of the way
from what {8 now ite Water, Wis-
consin, to New Salem, Ilinois. At
Peoria he and his companions pur-
chased a canoe and followed the river
to Havans where they disposed of the
eraft and struck off on foot for New
Salem. Lincoln could not have arrived
in town less than ten days before the
August election and bly not mare
than &8 week intarvened before this im-
portant event took place. As candi-
dnte for the legisiature he could not
reach many people in this short time
and there ure those who feel that the
stolen horse, which delayed his return,
was lorgely responsible for his losing
race &t the polls on August 6.

Merchant of New Salem

His politieal defeat was the begin-
ning of a series of dizasters which

note with Nelson Alley for over one
iljsndried dollara. Alley defsulted and

neoln was obliged to pay the note.
He purchnsed a half interest in a store
at New Salem and later acquired half
interest in another business which he
and his ner purchnsed. The Lin-
coln and Berry enterprises at the close
of the year 1832 were in a condition
not: unlike the store for which Lincoln
had clerked earlier in the year, and
finnlly he wan obliged to assume the
oblipation for this failure, which he
enlled in Iater yeara the “National
Debt,”

The six episodes mentioned here
which cecurred during the year 1832
should furnish plenty of material for a
sorles of interesting pageants which
might be presonted as econtennial eele-
brations during the year 1932,
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De Luxe Flexie-Folder Binders for
Lincoln Lore properly inscribed with
gold letters can be secured at the cost
price of §1.75, in advance. Make checks
payable to the Lincoln National Life
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department, Please siate the year to
be printed on binders,
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available, gratis for the years 1930
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questing back numbers {6 Lincoln Na-
tional Life Insurance Company, atien-
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