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LIFE AND DEATH MASKS
OF LINCOLN
Thie f.i'h' .'lfllnL‘x

There seems to be much confusion
nhout the famous life mask of Lincoln
made by Leonard W, Veolk, which is
usually called a death mask.

We are not left in doubt about the
muaking of this famous life mazk as the
story of its origin is told by Mr. Velk
in Century Magazine and Iater re-
printed in the Journal of the INlinois
State Histovieal Society for July, 19145,

Mr, Volk first met Abraham Lincoln
nt Lineoln, Illinois, in 1858 and told
him that he would like very much to
make n bust of hin. Mr. Lingoln prom-
ized that when the opportunity offered
i‘l:.-n-]r he would grant him that privi-
e,

It was nearly two years before Volk
met Lineoln ngain. Volk had just re
turned from Washington to Chicago in
the spring of 1860 when he read in the
paper that Lincoln was in the city. He
remembered the promize Lineoln had
made to give him some sittings and ha
immediately approached the president
on the subject.

Appaintments were made for his
visits to the Volk studio in the Port-

land Block, just after breakfast. Mr.
Volk said that Lincoln was there
promptly  each merning and never

fatled to be on time,

As Lincoln was in Chicago. for the
famous Sand Bar Case which delayed
him there from March 23 until April 4,
it was during this time, presumably
during the last week, that Lincoln
gave Yolk the sittings for the famous
studies.

l']’lrlh the occeasion of hia first visit
Lincoln said:

“Mr. Volk, 1 have never sat before
to sculptor or painter—only for da-
guerreotypes and photographs. What
shall 1 do?"

Mr. Volk advised that he would only
take the measurement of his head and
shoulders then and the next morning,
Saturday, he would make a cast of his
face,

My, Volk deseribes Lincoln’s reac-
tion to the making of the mnsk as fol-
lows

“He sat naturally in the chair when
I made the cast and saw every move 1

Bas-reliel from Reed's Death Mask
afl Linecsin

made in a mirvor opposite, as 1 put the
plaster on without interference with
his eyesight or his free breathing
through his nosteils, It was about an
hour before the mald was ready to be
removed, and being all in one piece,
with both ears perfectly taken, it
elung pretty haed, ns the cheek-bones
were higher than the jnws at the lohe
of the enr. He bent his head low and
took hold of the mold and gradually
worked it off without breaking or in-
fury.”

Mr. YVolk says that by previous ap-
wintment he was to cast Mr. Lineoln™s
ands on the Sunday morning after his
romination, and at & a. m. Mr. Lincoln
received him in the dining room of his
home where the casts were made, The

casts of Lincoln's hands are often as-
sociated with the life mask.

R. W. Gilder served as chairman of
the committes which, in the early nine-
tieg, purchased the original life mask
from Leonard W, Volk for 31,600, The
committee had n bronze replica of the
mask made, and both were then pre-
sented to the Smithsoninn Inatitute.

Clark Mills also is aaid to have made
a life mask of Lincoln in February,
1865, It looks so gaunt and haggard it
is often referrcd to as a death mask.
A brief biographic sketeh of Mills savs
that, “The latter part of his life was
spent in making busts, and he invented
s method of putting plaster on the
face of his subjects, thereby adding
greatly to the truthfulness of his
casts.”

The Death Moaslks

A study of the traditional death
musks of Lincoln presents o much
more diffficult problem than the well
preserved story of the life mask.

The Linculn Historical Research
Foundation has just recently eome into
possession of a bas-relief of Lincoln

said to have been veproduced from a
death mask made by Louis Henri Reed.

A story of this death mask appear-
ing in the Indianapolis News for April
K, 1910, follows:

“One of Henri's early works, if not
his best, was a plaster bas-relief of
Abraham Lincoln, elnimed by some to
have béen maode from o death mask
taken from the martyred President's
faee as he luy in state at the old capi-
tol here by specinl permission of Gov-
ernor Morton. . . .

“There were only two, or, perhaps,
three, copies of this made. One of
these, because of oversight some-
where, | was fortunate enough to pro
cure twenty years ngo in a Washing-
ton street nuetion house, said at the
time to be part of the effects of Mr.
Wallnce then sold, [ta fidelity as a
likeneszs was certainly equal to any
shown of the same subject at the re-
cent SBaint Gaudens exhibit here.

“This bas relief, or, morve properly,
haute relief, of the head unr!pm-:k af
Mr. Lincoln was in full side view, the
whole oval being 26 by 21 inches, the
head and neck 20 inches long. During
the national eneampment of the G. A,
R. here, in 1883, 1 hang it from my of-
fiee  window, |||rpru|1-riulw|5’ draped,
with the words, ‘Your Great Com-
mander,! under it on a large printed
placard. This attracted universal at-
tention as the great parade went by,
and soon many veterans came up the
stairs to obtain n eloser view of it.”

“The only replica of this work |
know of was held by Ben L. Darrow,
the Meridinn streetl thoe man, living in
[llinois street, which Mrs, Darrow told
me was o present from Mr, Reed; but,
as that family is broken up by death, it
would be diffieult to lockte it, unless
the son, Philo, of Chiengo, has it. Their
copy was the prettier, o8 mine was un-
framed, while thoirs they had putin a
deep wooden frame and covered with
rlass,

“The fate of mine was as tragic as
those of its maker and subject. One
night we were awakened by a tremen-
dous erash, and found that the heavy
mass had broken the cord that held it
high on the wall, and the work of art
was smashed to smithereens and be-
yvond the hope of repair.”

The frumed copy mentioned in the
above article is probably the same one
now in possession of the Indiana State
Library. This and the one in posses-
sion of the Lineoln Historical Research

“oundation are the only two known to
exist.

Some Lincoln  authorities have
claimed that another death mask of
Lincoln wus made while the body was
lying in state [n the Capitol at Wash-
ington, and other traditions recall one
taken at Springfield after the arrival
of the bady, Evidence I8 not at hand to
confirm either of these statements.



