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1.1n: .\ N D Df. ,\TH ~!ASKS 
OF I.J NCOL:\ 
TJ, I. ,, .\/u k 

Thf't•• !H't'lll" tn ht• muc:-h conru~ion 
ahuut tht· tamou!ll l•rt- mask of Lancoln 
made by Lt"'ilJUd \\ \'olk, which i~ 
u~uall~ f."nllul 1t dt·ulh 11\ll!o;k, 

Wt• an• nut h•fl 1n cJuubt about th,• 
makmar nf thiA famuut' hf<· ma~k as the 
story of 1t11. nn~tin b toM by )Jr. \'olk 
in (\·ntut y :\tn~:nzim· nnd latt>r re· 
11rintt•d in tht• ,Jhurnul of the 111inoir; 
~latt• llil'llnrlt'flf SrwiL'l)' foJ- July. 1915. 

:\h·. Vnlk th·l'lt nwt Abraham J.ill(!C)ln 
lll J.hwuln, lllinnht. in lS58 and told 
him t hot ht· would Hk<· VN'Y much to 
mnkt• u hutU uf him. ) II'. Lin\'oln prom 
i~t•cl t hnt wtwrl thL• upportunily ofl'~recl 
rt~t·H ht· '''!laid ~erunt hm1 that prh·i­
h·s.tt' 

It '~u tlt"IUI) 1\\n )'••ous h,•(or(> \~olk 
n1t t Lanc"Oin UlitUIO \'olk had ju~t r(> 
turnt cl rrorn \\ 1\-+.hm~eton ln ChicaJ{O in 
tht• !iprm..r nr }11\104') \\ ht·n h€' l"('&d in the 
papt'r that Uncoln ""~ ln the cit~. H(> 
n•mt•mht•n.-d lht• prunu ... t· Lincoln had 
ma•f• toM'''' hun ~onw ~Itt in~ and h•: 
tni1Ut·chnlt•ly ttpJH'nJu·h··d thc pre~ident 
(In lht• !IIUhJt I l. 

AIIIICJH1tnnont"' Wt'l't• nmcf\" for hi" 
''1!-llt-.. tu th•· \'•rl~ KtUdio in the Port­
lund Hhwk. JU"t aftt•r hl"t·akfn:st. !\1r 
\'olk ""nid thnt Lint·otn WUJoO tht>re 
prumr·1ly l':h·h mnrnin~ :tnd OP\'E'r 
ruilt•cl lu ~~~· Ull I inw. 

A" Lhwuln WtiK in <'hicugo for tht• 
(.unwul'l ~unci Bur Cn"t' which deluyecl 
hun thl•t·t• h·um ~ln1·ch 2!1 until April 4. 
it wtt durmv th1~ tinw. pn>~umahly 
durin-.r tht• lrud \\c•t•k, thnt Lincoln 
~.1\e \"olk th•· J'tttinl:'~ for tht> (amou~ 
~tucht,. 

l pnn tht U4.'0t IUO of hi:-; fin;t \'i.l!oil 
l.antoln •md 

\lr \'olk,. 1 ha\'t' nt•\:t•r ~at befon­
to !'("UIJ•lnr or Juunh•r -onl)· for da­
I(Ut rwot)'IM anti llhcno~t'1\Jlh5>, What 
~hull I clo"' .. 

\lr. \ olk ucl\'i ... c•d thatt ht· would only 
t.u.kt• lht• me•a UH'U\t·nt of ht"' heud and 
houhh•u thl·ll and tht• IWX\ murning, 

Sutt11-c-lny, ht• wuulcl nutkt• ll t·a~t of hits 
fut.'t'. 

;\Jr. \'ulk d<•Kt·rihcoN Lincoln':<. rene­
tiou 1(1 tlw mnkinM of the_. mask as fol· 
lnw!l. • 

"l i t '4Ul nnturnlly in the chair when 
I made tlw cu!lt unci !(I'W t~very move I 

Ru. ttl1f'l hom R«d't 0C"&th Muk 
• I l.1ncoln 

much· m tt mit rnr UIJilOKilc•, u:-; I put. tht" 
pln!~.lt•r on " ilhuut inh•rf(ol·c~nce with 
hi~o> t'.YI..'KiJ{ht ul' hiM frt•t· l,a·eothing 
thruugh hil'l nmdl'i1x. It wnt-t about an 
hou1· In-fun· Llw mold wu:o n•tuly to be 
l'c•moved. :mel l"•ing ull in ont,• pit)ce. 
with l1nth c•nr·:oe Jlt•rft•ctly lnkt!n. it 
clunj( pn.•tty h:u·d, "" tht• chc~:k-l>ones 
wt•n.• hiJCht•r thun tht· jn\\ !'I at the lobe 
of tht t'ltr lit bt•nt hi:-~ hea.(l low and 
toc'k huM uf tht• mold and gradunll\' 
\:\orkNI 1t utl \\ 1thout hn•nkir'll{ or in~ 
Jury." 

\t r \ ulk n) '-' thut h) p~\ wu:-; ap~ 
pomtnwnt he"·' tucu t \lr. Lincoln':-; 
hand:-; on th<' !'unffu)' mormng aftt.·r hi!t 

ommutrfln, nncl at ~~ u m. )lr Lincoln 
rt_>(_·t•J\'t•d hun 1n tfw dimng room of hi' 
honu wht•H' tht• t'U'\ll'l: Wl·rt• mnd~. ThP 
('fl~l!'l nf l,.llll'uln'~ htanthr an• often a:-;­
~o<-·io1t·d with tht· Jirt• nw~k. 

R. W. (~i lciPr c·rvt•cf 11!'1 chai rman of 
tht• t•om rnittt•t• whlt'h , In tht• t·udy ntnc­
ti<-•JoO, pun·hmwd l ht' odginal life mask 
rrom l.t•ctnnrd W. Vulk fol' $1,500. Th<' 
l'OnHnittc•t• htul n t,runz:t• l"t•plicu of Lhe 
mu~k nuul••, unci both wt·1·~ then prt!­
!llt•nt••tf tn the• Smithl'lcmiun Institute. 

Clark .\I ill al n i l'lnld to havt:! ntudt• 
a lift.• nm:oek uf l.mcoln in Ft~bruary. 
H;t;;;, 1t I{)Oktt ~u l(nunt untl haJ.tscard it 
J, oflt·n rt•f('l ft''(t to n a death mn~k. 
A J•rit>f bao~ras•lur 11k•·tch o( \f ilf.., !-iay:-o 
that. "Tht· lath.•r JUirt nf h1~ life w&!' 

~pt nt m mftkm.: huJtl, and ht' in' ~:ntt.>d 
a nwthnd of puthnsc pla~kr on the 
fa<'t• of h1 ubjt-ch, tht•rt•b} nddinJr 
Kn·;.th tn tht truthfulnt' .. !" of hi!ii. 
t•:••tl'." 

T/,, ""''h .1/rt ~ 

A ~hHI\' uf lht• ll'llthlumal dt>ath 
nutJOk" of l.nll'oln l)lt"l<t'llts n much 
mort• dillit•Uit su·nhlt·m thun lht• wt.-11 
pn·~t·rvt• tl !ClHl')' of Uw l if t• musk. 

Th1• Lin<•ul n II itttoricn1 Reseurch 
Foundallnn huM ju-..l n•ct•nt1)· cdnh~ into 
Jm!l.~t·"'~lun nf n bul'l 1 dit•f of Lin<·oln 

... a1d to hu\ •· bt .. •n l't'J'rc"lut,.J from a 
d~uth m:t"'k mnclt· h\· Luui~ 1-f~·nrr Rt'f'd. 

A !>tory n( th111. cit·nth nuu;k tlpp~&r­
inM in thl' lnclinnupolill St•wl'l fur Apr!l 
8, 1910. fn)hmK 

"One.• o( llt•nl'i,l'l t•a r ly work"• if not 
hi~ he!'<t, Wilt' I' I)JUKtt•l· hUK·••cliof O( 
A bl'ahnm l.inc.·tlln, d ui mt•tl by some to 
h~w~ h .. •t•n mudt• frcnn n dt'ath musk 
t.nken (1'om lht• nwrtyn•cl Pn•Jotirlt>nt'~ 
rnc.·~:> nl'l ht• lny in xtntt• nt t ht· old cnpi~ 
tol hl'rt• hy "llt•<.>ml 1wrmiJotl'lion of Gov· 
~rno•· 31nrtnn .. 

"Tht>l't> \H•r•· onl> h~u. ur. pt>rhUJ)S, 
thrt"f', t'opit•l'l of th1!1; mntlt•. Orw of 
tht>~t·. IM'i.'AU.,t o( ovt•nu:rht ~oml' 
"h •re. J ··a ! rtun:t• nou~h t p:-­
cun• t\H•nty )'•·aN &Jru in a \\•a!llhinJl· 
ton ... t~·t·t aut·twn hnu!lt•, .oaid at th"' 
tim.- to 1..- IMrt uf th•· t•lft·t't!<i of )lr. 
\\·allnct.• tht·n ~tnld. It• hd(>hty a"' a 
likt•nt'"'"' Wk~ C.'1•fl31nl)' t•qunl (CI 8n)' 
~hown of tht· "'llllW -.uhje'"<'t nt tht- rf." .. 
c.·l•nt Samt (;uudt•n~~: t•xhihit hc.o~·t1• 

"Thil-l lm~ rt•luo(, or, mun • JU'OJWI·Iy, 
haut~ r--..•lu·f. nr tht• ht•ud 1\nd neck of 
:'tlr. (,.ilu·olJl wa L'l in full l"ich• \'it·w, th~: 
who! .. o\'nl lw inJ{ :.W hy 21 in<'ht•s, th(· 
lwucl und lwt•k 2() i11t'ht•K ltiUJt. Dm·in~r: 
the nnt il•nnt t•nt•UmJmwnt of lht• G. A . 
R. ht•r1• in IK!l:t I hunK it fn11n my uf· 
tkt• wi ntlnw. UJ1prctJl .. illtt•lr draped, 
with tht• word~. ' \'4)U1' Gn·at Com 
mandt•l·.' uruh·t it nn n l.argt• printed 
ptacurrl. Thill utt1 uc.·tt'11 Unl\'t•rsnl al­
l•-•ntton n t ht• .tert•nt JUtratlt• \\t•nt b~. 
and ~non nl:tn} \'t•tt'ntn!l t•amt· up thl' 
... t:urs t, oht.lin n dcw.t•r \ 11·\\ uf it" 

··Tht onh n·Jllit'Jt. of thl .. \\6rk I 
know of ''a" ht tel h) Bt·n L. Oarrow. 
the- \lt>rlthan l'tn:·t·t hot' man,livin~ in 
ll1inoi111. "tn·t•t. \\hwh \h "· [)al"l'ow told 
m~ wa ... .a IH't'H'Ul frnm \Jr. Ht:t>d; but. 
a:-; that fumlly he hrnkt•n UJl by death, it 
would I)(• d1f1kult tu lucnlt' it, unlcs!'> 
the.· :-~on. l,ha)C), uf Chil'UJlH. hns it. Their 
copy wns tht• I Ut•tti~·r. lUi mhw wn~ un­
~~·:~mP-!, .... Pit• \h••1r"' th"r hwf ll''' i r- H 
d~~p W!U)ch•n h·unuo n"d covt•a·t.~cl with 
JdUJot!'l. 

"Tht• futt• uf mine• Will« nx lJ·ngic U!S 

tho~~: of itM mukt•l 1Htcl ~ulljctt. One: 
nhcht wt• w•·•-.· uwnk~·ru-d hy n ll't'men­
dou:-; t•r·n"h, nncl f,Htntl thnt tht• ht>U\'Y 
nm .... had hmkt•n tht• cor.l than held it 
hiKh on the \\.RII. nntl th• \\ork of art 
\\3~ oem~~h··tl tn !lmitht 1 >t.·ns and be~ 
yond tht• hopi• f'r l'l'I)JUr " 

Tht framt'cl cop) nwnttont-d 1n th(· 
al on• artldf' 111 probably lht• ... am(> one 
no\\ m JMl"!l''~l'l1•m of tht Indiana State 
Lihrary. Tha:or. and tht· nnt• in J-.o~se:-;­
:-;ion uf tht l.mc:"ln lliMont·al Rt•:-;t·arch 
Foundotton Ult• the· only t\\O kno\\n to 
(•:ro;i~t. 

Sunw t.ml•uln nutht•rittc::- hav(' 
clninu•c-l thnt annlht•r dNHh musk of 
I.inc·oln waM. nmclt• whilt• Lht• horly wns 
lyinK in :-;tnlt• in tht• <'n!litol nt Wnsh­
inJ{ton, U nd nt lH•I' ta•nditromc l'l•cnJI ontt 
tnk t'n nl Spriru.cti••ld nftt•r tht• arrival 
or tht• hCJcly. Evidt•m•t• iK not nt httnd to 
t•onfirm t•itht•l of tlw:o~t• stutt•mt"nts. 


