No. 139

——— —

LINCOLN LOR

i LETIN or
me  Lixooiws
HisTomicil
MEsEsnmom
FrnuospatTion

Expowenr BY
Tiie Lixosw
Narinxal Lars
IMsvmaxon
oM PFaNY

Dr. Louls A. Wurren - Editor

LINCOLN'S LAST PICTURE

The picture presented in this issue
of Lincoln Lore is the final atudy in the
sories of twelve famous Lincoln por-
traits which have been discussed in re-
cent izsues of the publication.

The expression on  Lincoln's face
in this picture, as in so many of
{ h e others,
geems to in-
terpret the
Viery atmos-

here in
w hich the
photograph
was taken.

At 9 a. m.
on Mareh
24, 1865, he
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gt Tirat
hand some
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the troops.
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w0 intensely
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that he remained there until April 7.
Just two days later, after he had ar-
rived in Washington, the news of Lee's
surrender reached him. It seems to
have been aceepted, generally, that the
photograph said to be the last one Lin-
coln ever had taken wns made on April
9, There wans usaally some specific oc-
casion or urgent demand that brought
him to the photographer, and the win-
ning of the war would be a sufficient
incentive to suggest the taking of his
photograph.

There are many admirers of Abra-
ham Lincoln who find much satisfac-
tion in drawing parallels between his
experiences and the life of Christ.
They find in Lincoln's humble origin
and his tragic death coincidents which
offer interesting comparisons with
gimilar occurrences in the life of the
lowly Nazarene.

His return to Washington and the
tiding= of victory reaching him on
Palm Sunday, April 9, seem to have
suggested the triumphant entry of
Chrigt into Jerusalem celebrated on
that day. Abraham Lincoln was the
maost humble congqueror the world has
ever known since the Jerusalem scene.
The portrait taken of Lineoln on this
day might well be called the “Tri-
pmphant Lincoln.”
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The expression on Lincoln's face in
this picture, while it geems to convey
the news of a great victory, is tem-
pered by the compassion which he had
for the vanquished.

Thiz portrait is one of eight sittings
tnken by Gardner at this time and az
it was the only close up view of the
president, undoubtedly it was the last
one taken.

It is sometimes mentioned as the
eracked plate negative of Lincoln, as
the original negative shows a erack
extending acrose the negative and
pussing through Lincoln's forehead.
Inasmuch as no early print is avail-
uble without this defect it is evigdant
that the negative was cracked before a
print was made. In most of the prints
now available this defect has been re-
touched so that it is not discernible.

If one will abserve the photograph
of Lincoln made by Hesler at the time
he became the presidentinl nominee
and compare it with this one taken just
five days before his death, he will be
unwillingly to believe that only five
years had intervened between the sit-
tings for these two photographs.

Lincoln is =aid to have lost at least
twenty-five pounds in weight during
this period and if the reconstruction
period into which he was about to en-
ter would have eaused him as much
anxiety as the fivst administration, it
is very doubtful if an assassin's bullet
would have been necessary to remove
him from the high office he filled.

Some one has said after looking up-
on this I.ilmfiln. that the whole story of
the Civil War Is visualized in the pie-
ture,

The other bust portraits in this
group of eight sittings all show the
same expression on Lincoln's face with
the possible exception of one which has
the slight suggestion of a samile, This
view portrays Mr. Lincaln with a pen-
eil in his hand which he has been
gharpening for “Tad.” This last print
is known as the smiling Lincoln, as it
is the only one of the many pictures of
the president which shows a smile
passing over his countenance,

A negative of this smiling Lincoln
gaid to be the original is in possession
of Creighton H. Williams, of Fort
Wayne, Indiana. The Lincoln Histor-
jeal Research Foundation has an early
print made from the negative by Alex
Gurdner mounted on one of the orig-
inal earte de visite eards bearing the
photographer's name,

The photograph on this ge s
probahly the most valuable of all the
original photographs of Lincoln, The
fuct that it was taken just five days
before his assassination has given us
the hest likeness of the president at
the close of the war.

The foundation is also fortunate in
having one of the original prints from

anvther negative made at this time
ghowing Linealn and his son “Tad." On
the back of this photograph is printed
“Gardner, Photographer, 511 Séven-
teenth Street, 322 Penna. Avenue,”

It i= this photograph which fur-
nishes the evidence which makes it
very likely that this entire series of
vight sittings was taken in the White
House. The furnishings which are nsed
and especially the carpet on the floor
of the room give positive proof that it
was not taken in the Gardner gallery.

Robert Lineoln is =2aid to have re-
membered one occasion when a phntu-
graph of his father and Tad was taken
al the White House, and this iz un-
doubtedly tie piclure he rememibered
ag the tradition coming down from
him mentioned a book that was used in
the picture.

The original portrait has nothing
but a plain hackground and none of
the ornaments which Gardner would
have used in a gallery—the chair and
table are also different from the gal-
lery pictures taken by him. Further
evidence of n home picture is the con-
dition of the print which shows it must
have been taken by a portable camera.

Alexander Gardner, the photog-
rapher, had been brought over from
England by Brady and was associnted
with him until 1863 when he estab-
Hehed a gallery of his own. He took
a great many photographs of the pres-
ident, but none which will live longer
than the Triumphant Lincoln taken on
Palm Sunday April 9, 1865,
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ONE DOZEN LINCOLN
PHOTOGRAPHS

The Lineoln pieture zeries just con-
cluded has presented one-hall dozen
photographs showing Lincoln without
# heard and one-hall dozen piciures of
the president with n beard.  The presi-
dential election of 1860 marks the
point of division between these two
O s

The selection of these portraits has
been influenced by evenis in the life of
Lineoln which might be closely asso-
cinted with the taking of the piclures,
This allows one to visualize the Lin-
coln of the dilferent epochs of his life.

The Beardless Lincoln

1846—The Congressional Lineoln.
1853—The Professional Lincoln.
1857—The Awakened Linealn.
1858—The Controversial Lincoln.
1860—The Eloguent Lincoln.
15960—The Candidate Lincoln.

The Boarded Lincoln

1861—The President-Eleet Lineoln.
1861—The Neighborly Lineoln.
1861 —The Reminiscent Lincoln.
1862—The Gettysburg Lincoln.
1864—The Universal Lincoln.
1865—The Trinmphant Lincaln.



