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THE LONG NINE

No group with which Abraham
Lincoln became affillated in  his
younger days has gained more promi-
nenece than the “long nine.”” Its most
notable achievement was the winning
of the state capital of Illinois for the
city of Springfield.

Sangamon County in 1836 elected
seven representatives and two sena-
tors to the Legislature, the largest
delegation from any county in the
state. These nine men were not only
bound together becanse of their local
political - interests, but each one of
them was six feet tall or over, which
gave them the name of the “long
nine.” The comhbined height of the
f','l‘D‘l.lf tp is said to have been fifty-five
Bek.

The seven suecessiul candidates for
the House of Representatives re-
ceived the following number of votes:
Abraham Idincoln, 1716; William F.
Elkin, 1694; Ninian W, Edwards,
1669;: John Dawson, 1641; Daniel
Stone, 1483; Robert L. Wilson, 1353;
Andrew MeCormick, 1306, These men,
with the two suceessful candidates to
the Senate, Job Fletcher and Archer
GG. Herndon, comprised the famous
“long nine™

On one oceasion Lineoln had op-
portunity to mention from the floor
of the legislature the up of which
he was a member, Some reference
had been made to the fipure nine as
aszociated with old women, and Lin-
coln seized upon this opportunity to
turn loose some of his wit. He said:

“A few years since the delegation
from this county was dubbed the
‘Tong nine,’ and, of Turther
distinetion I had been called the long-
est of the nine. Now, if any woman
old or young, ever thought there wus
any peculiar charm in this distin-
guished specimen of number nine, I
have, a5 vet, been so unfortunate as
not to have discovered it." The re-
porter of the Sangamon Journal in
the issue of January 15, 1889, com-
mented that this speech wis greeted
with *loud applause.” As a sequel
to this story Miss Mary Todd was
soon to discover the peculiar charm of
thiz certnin member of the long ninec.

Lincoln's leadership in the efforts
which resulted in this group bringing
the state capital to Springfeld, did
more for him than any other achieve-
ment up to thizs time, The very day
after the wvictory was gain for
Springficld, the Supreme Court at
Vandalia presented him with a certi-
fleate of admission to the bar of Illi-

nois, One month later than this he took
up his residence in Springficld. While
the story of his arrival in the ecity,
which was to become the new state
capital, has mnde it appear that he
took up his nhode there as & rather
humble country lad, he was in fact the
most honored of the representatives
of Sangamon County, due to the ef-

The memhbers of the “long nine™
and their ages follow:

John Dawson—d45
William F. Elkin—14
Jobh Fletcher—A43
Archer . Herndon—41
Daniel Stone—37
Andrew MeCormick—235
Robert L. Wilson—31
Ninian W, Edwards—28
Abraham Lincoln—28

forts he had put forth in the legisla-

ture,
Joln Dawson

In the 1834 election when Lineoin
wis first chosen for the lepislzture,
Dawson was the only candidate who
received more votes {han he. Politi-
cally ‘and socially, Dawson and Lin-
eoln, the senior and junior memhers
of the “long nine,” had much in com-
mon. Dawson was one of the group
who joined Lincoln as one of the six
managers of the famous “Cotillion
Party." He served five terms in the
legislature and was a member of the
Constitutional Ceonvention in 1847,
He was born in Virginia.

William F'. Elkin "

Inasmuch as Elkin was born in
Kentucky it is Emﬁh]e that he may
have been velated to Rev. David Elkin,
the minister whe preached the funeral
of Nancy Hanks. He served three
terms in the legislature and was lnter
registrar of the land office at Spring-

field.
Job Fletcher
Mot much iz known about Fletcher
with the exception that he served six
years in the State Senate and one

term in the House of Representa-
tives. He was born in Virginia.
Areher 7. Horndon
The association of Lincoln and

Archer G. Herndon may have had
something to do with the interest
which Lincoln took in Herndon's son,
Williem H. Herndon, who later bhe-
came his law partner. Herndon was
born in Virginia, but for many years
lived not far from the Kentucky home
of the Lineolns: Herndon served
cight years in the State Senate and
was receiver of the land offica.
Daniel Stone

This is the same Dan Stone who
;::m-e-:i Abraham Lincoln in the abo-
ition protest and signed the remon-
strance with him on March 3, 1837.
Possibly the fact that he was born in
Vermont may have had something to
do with hiz attitude towards slavery.
He served one term i the General
Azzembly, and wes also a Cireuit
Judge,

Andrew MeCormick

MeCormick seerns to be one of the
other rather obscure members of the
long nine. His three terms served in
the legislature seem to be his full
sum of public gervice. He was born
in Tennczses,

Robert L., Wilson

It was Lincoln's association with
Robert L. Wilson which undoubtedly
was responzible for his Inter appoint-
ment of Wilson a5 pa ster, whero
he served at both Washington and St.
Louis. He served but one term in the
legislature, but was five terms Cir-
et Juﬂﬁﬂ and eight years a Probate
Judge. He was born in Pennsylvania,

Ninian W. Edwords

One member of the “bip nine”
Ninian W. Edwards, was Iater to be-
come Abraham Lineoln’s brother-in-
law, He was born in Kentueky, and
while in Transylvania University at
Lexington, Kentucky, had married
Mary Todd's sister, Elizabeth. He
sorved in the Legislature sixteen
years, wad a member of the State
Constitutional Convention of 1847
and in 1862 was appointed United
States Commissary by Lincoln, Upon
hiz coming to Illinois shortly after his
graduation from Transvivania he was
appointed Attorney General of Illi-
nois,

Abraliom Linesln

Although Abraham Lincoln was but
twenty-eight vears cld at the time
the long nine was serving in the legis-
liture, he became the recognized
leader of the group.

If the following tradition can be
virified Lincoln was o member of an-
other group for a wvery short time
which would have towered szhove the
“long nine.”" It is said that on one oe-
casion the Ninety-thivd Regiment of
Pennsylvania Velunteers was passing
through Washington and in the ranks
was a very tall young man by the
name of Mahlon Shaaber.

Young Shasber noticed a group of
tall men standing topether viewing
the troops, the tallest of them beckon-
ing him to come to them. The captain
of Shaaber's company, recognizing the

ntleman as President Lincoln, or-

ered Shaaber to join the pgroup.

Shuaber szid that Mr., Lincoln asked
him how tall he waz and he told him
that he was six feet six and one-half
inches.

Mr. Linecoln iz said to have jotted
down these figures in a black memor-
andum hook, remarking, after learn-
ing the height of the other men pres-
ent and noting it in his book, "It will be
o good while, T guess, before as small
a party as this can show 20 preat a
total of inches.”

The members of the party were
Mauhlon Shasher, six feet six and one-
half inches: Abraham Lineoln, six
feat Tour inches; Hannibal Hamlin,
six feet two and one-half inches; Gov-
ernor Curtin, six feet two inches; and
General Cameron, six feet one inch;

We are wondering if this group did
not bring back to Abraham Lincoln
the memory of the “long nine*



