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LINCOLN REMEMBERS
KENTUCKY
During this season of the year, just
seventy vears ago, there was great un-
rest in Kentucky and the border states
along the Ohio, Tor fear that the con-
federate troops were planning an of-
fensive that would sweep through the
Blue-grassz State into Indiana and

Ohio.

For the
firat time the
southern
forces were
on Kentucky
soil, Having
already occu-
pied Colum-
bus, another
pontingent on
September
18, 186],
moved upon
Bowling
Green and an
advanee
guard pressed
atill further
north to
Mumfords-

THE REMINISUENT

LENCOLN
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il nnme of phMagraphier BBoum- 5

knowe., Taken nol [eier than (- l'{.’ lw.n (o 1H- B
hibwer 5, 1REL Meservi, Noo 42 within thirty

milezg from
where Abraham Lincoln was born.

The governor of Indiana became
greatly alarmed and wrote to Lincoln
for the purpese of impressing him with
the sericusness of the situation. It ap-
peared then that there would be an at-
tack on Louisville, and Morton realized
that Indianapolis might be the next
eity on the itinerary of the confederate
forees. Lincoln replied to him at length
and advised him, “As to Kentucky, you
do not estimate that state as more im-
portant than I do."

The alarm in Kentucky over the
southern offensive sent many commit-
tees to Washington to see Lincoln.
Among the Kentuckians who were in
constant touch with Lincoln was
Jogshua Speed. We have Speed’s own
tezstimony that he was in Washington
for a conference with the president at
this crucial time and undoubtedly it
was the reminiscences which Speed
stirred up in the mind of Lincoln that
was responsible for the presentation of
the accompanying picture to Joshua
Speed’s mother.

In the summer and early autumn of

1841, Abraham Lincoln, greatly de-
pressed because of his broken engage-
ment with Mary Todd, visited Joshua
Speed in Louisville, hoping to find
consolation in the companionship of his
old friend. As early as June 19 the
previous summer he had promised
Hpeed in a letter he wrote him at that
time, that he wonld pay him a wvisit.
Just when Lincoln arrived in Louisville
and how long he staved is not guite
clear. Joshua Speed stated in his re-
miniscenses that it was several montha
hut he probably meant several weeks.
Lincoln could not have left Springfield
before June 25, and was back on the
civeuit again by September 27.

On this latter date he wrote a letter
to Miss Mary Speed, sister of Joshua,
in which he reviewed some of the in-
cidents oecurring during hiz recent
vigit in the home of her mother. The
paragraph of particular interest in
this discussion is the one in which he
mentions Mrs. Speed. It is as follows:

“Tell your mother that I have not
got her present (an Oxford Bible) with
me, but [ intend to read it repularly
when [ return home, [ doubt not that
it i5 really, as she says, the best cure
for the blues, could one but take it ac-
cording to the truth.”

There has been much speculation as
to what prompted Abraham Lincoln,
after he beecame president, to present
to Mrs. Luey G. Speed one of his pho-
tographs autographed with this in-
scription:

“For Mrs. Luey G. Speed from
whose pious hand I accepted the pres-
ent of an Oxford Bible twenty years
Ao,

“Washington, D. C., October 3, 1861,
A, LINCOLN.

The 1841 wisit of Abraham Lincoln
with the Speed family in their Ken-
tucky home, not only gave Lincoln a
helpful contact with Joshua Speed's
parents who were married the same
year Abraham Lincoln was born, but
Lincoln's association with James
Speed, Louiaville attorney, and brother
ol Joshua, was finally rezponsible for
bringing James Speed into his cabinet
in 1865.

The day after he had autographed
the portrait for Luey G. Speed he had
oecasion to vefer to her son James.
Mr. Walker, son-in-law of Governor
Morehead of Kentucky, interviewed
Lincoln ahout some arrests which had
been made in Kentucky, with the result
that the following note was sent by
Lincoln to the Secretary of State:

“] understand the Kentucky arrests
were not made by special direction
from here and I am willing if you are
that any of the parties may be re-
leased when James Guthrie and James
Specd think they should be.”

After pathering such evidence as is
available it appears that two factors
must have contributed to the auto-
graphing of the photograph for Mrs,
Speed; the presence in Washington of
her own son Joshua, by whom the pie-

ture could be sent, and the contem-
plated advance of the southern troops
on Louisville, which was one of the live
questions for discussion. Just why
Lineoln mentioned the gift of the Bible,
which he had remembered .all the
vears, i3 not 20 eazy to answer. If it
had been on this visit to Washington
that Speed came upon Lincoln “sitting
near a window intently reading his
Bible,” as he said he did later in Lin-
coln’s administration, the point of sug-
estion would not be diffieult to make.

Regardless of what prompted the in-
scription on the photograph which
mentioned the Holy Bible and its *pi-
ous" donor, Lincoln ¢ould not have
chosen Lo aulograph a piclure of him-
self which more vividly portraved his
own piety.

The “Reminiscent Lincoln” is one of
the likenesses of the president which
refuses to be grouped with any other
photograph. It is one of the mystery
pictures. When, where, and by whom it
was taken seems to have escaped the
students of the emancipator.

The date of the antograph, October
3, 1861, sets for us the last day it was
possible for the photograph to have
been taken, but it implies by no means
that the sitting was taken on that date
or any other date in the proximity of it.

An engraving of this portrait by
Jackman now before the writer, and
prepared especially for “Abbott's Civil
War," bears the inscription of G. I.
Appleton & Company, photographers.
Two other printa hoth enseribed by C.
D. Fredericks & Co., New York, are at
hand.

The Lincoln National Life Insurance
Company is in possession of one of the
original Fredericks prints presented by
Mrs. Martha A. Anderson, of Zions-
ville, Indiana, now deceazed, the grand-
mother of Gail Beamer, one of the Fort
Wayne representatives of the com-
pany. The endorsement on the picture
states that Mrs, Anderson bought this
picture of a vendor who was on the
train that bore Lincoln to Indianapolis
enroute to Washington for the inaugu-
ral. The editor of Lincoln Lore has
talked with a gentleman who heard
Lincoln make a few remarks at Zions-
ville where the train had stopped at a
water tank. This testimony would ap-
pear to place the taking of this picture
at Springfield previous to his depart-
ure for the East.

One will note the trimming of the
heard seems not to have been the work
of a Washington hairdresser, bat it is
characteristic of the western manner
of wearing the beard. At no other
time does Lincoln's beard appear as it
does here., Evidently a Springfield
barber had been at work on him just
before he left for Washington. Pos-
gible it iz this feature which gives him
the appearance of a pioneer preacher,
It is this unique presentation which al-
lows this portrait to find a place among
the dozen portraits of the president
which are being featured in this series.



