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Just when Abraham Lincoln started
to prow a beard i3 not definitely
known,
than

It eould not have been later
Decomber 27,

1860, when the
Evansville
Daily Journal
called atten-
tion to this
thangein Lin-
ecoln's person-
al appear-
ance, It is al-
w0 known that
he was not
wearing a
beard at the
time of his él-
ection, Nov. G,
1860,

The inci-
dent which
may havesug-
gested the
growing of a
beard is re-
Inted in the
“_'_':_"r:"{:'[' issige of Lin-

eoln Lore for

February 23,
191, and noed not be reviewed here
furthey,

THE PFRESIDENT NLECT
LN

Frmn a ideobedraih  male by
0 A Ulermesl. Talken &t Sgrimg
L [a] Wi jhian)= ("L
Jumuary B, jaed)
<l

The Century Magazine for Febru-
ury. 1900, 1:u|!;|inhus un engraving of
Linealn copled fram the portrait which
in presented in this monograph. On
the original photograph from which
it was tuken, then in the possession of
Frank W, Ballard, is this inseription
in the handwriting of the president:
“A. Lincoln, Junuary 26, 1861, Spring-
field, 111." This photograph was & per-
sopal prosentation of Lineoln to Mr.
Ballard. The date does not necessarily
eatablish the day the portrait was tak-
en bt may have been the date of
presentation. It does make éertain
that the photograph waz not taken
Inter than January 26,

This places the taking of the por-
trait within three months of Lineoln’s
eliection Lo the presjdency and it may
well be called “The President-Elect
Lineoln.™

It was nob the first porteait taken
wlter his election, however, as one

other likeness of him is available
showing @ beard just starting its
growth, [t must hove been taken near-
v n month bafore the one under eon-
aideration in this bullotin, The earlier
one, however, is o poor exposure and
a very unsatisfactory likeness of Lin-
coln.

The transition period, during the in-
terval when Lincoln's face was chang-
ing from that of & beardless to a beard-
el man, presents one of the most in-
teresting studies of Lincoln portraits.
Here under the hand of the artist we
see many transflormations.

The well-known portrait by Hesler
presenting Lincoln as the presidential
candidate appearcd after the election
showing a well-trimmed beard, placed
there by an artist. Currier & [ves,
throngh o  process of retouching,
brought one of their smooth faced
Lineolns uE to date by putting a beard
on him. Many other famous photo-
graphs were thus mutilated in order to
make the respective prints up to date,

The study of this portrait i inter-
esting from the fuct that it was taken
at the time Lineoln wus selecting his
Cabinet, and meeting hundreds  of
politicinns who were presenting claims
for respoctive candidates for itions,
It clearly shows the strain under which
Lincoln was working at this time and
even before the éamern the anxiety

caused by the unrest in the south and
the insistent demands for political
favor in the north could not be ob-
scured. The contrast between the por-
traits of Lincoln, the Candidate, and
Lincoln, the President-Elect is strik-
ing indecd,

The uncertainty ns to who took the
portradt fentured here has been caused
by the ehanging of ownerzhip of the
originnl negative now in possession of
Herbert Wells Fay, custodisn of the
Lincoln  Monument at  Springfield,
Hlinois.

In 1883 the portrait was copyrighted
Ly F. M. MeNulty, On October 24,
1884, the assignment of the photo-
graph to H, W, Fay is recorded. The
photograph first was called the Me-
Nulty-Butler photograph, later on the
MeNulty-Butler-Germon portrmait; but
now it is usually known ns the Germon
portrait.

MeClure's Magazine for June, 1595,
under a full page cut of the portrait,
ures Lhis deseription;

“There are in existence but few or-
iginal negatives of portraits of Lin-
eoln. Brady made o number, which he
sold to the government; and the por-
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traits of Lincoln eommonly seen are
copies from one or another of these,
or of the well-known Hesler picture,
wherein Lincoln is shown without a
beard,. The above s from a photo-
graph by MeNulty, taken at Spring-
field, IMlinois, Just previeus to Lin-
coln's departure for Washington in
January, 1861, It is secounted about
the truest portrait of Lincoln ever
made. His friends at home esteemed it
20 highly that they chose it as the
model for a painting for the llinois
State House. The original negative,
an old-fashioned wet plate, is very weil
preserved, and is now in the historical
collection of H, W, Fay, Eaq., DeKalb,
Minois, by whose kind permission the
present reproduction is made.”

According to the testimony of the
late €0, H, Oldroyd, €, 8, Germon was
the artist who look the pieture. When
the photographer, who knew Mre. Old-
rayd very well, presented him with a
print from the original negative he
told Oldroyd that he had taken the
pieture himself.

This portrait was so well received
when it was given general distribution,
that an engraving from it was nsed on
the ten dollar greenback and later on
one of the wsues of the 5-20 bonds,

Leonard W, Volk, the Lincoln sculp-
tor, wrote the following note on the
back of one of these portraits:

“This photograph of Abraham Lin-
colm, oné of the first with n beard, 1
regavd o8 one of the best, as 1 remem-
ber him after he allowed his beard to
grow,"

This testimonial was signed in Chi-
cago on March 13, 1863,

Much eredit is due to Herbert Wells
Fay for preserving the original nega-
tive of this photograph, and for the
general circulation which he has given
it by using it as an exchange medium
for the portraits of famous men.

He has also been very generous in
allowing its reproduction so that it
has become one of the best known of
the Lincoln photographs.

The Lincoln National Life Insurance
Company is fortunnte in having an ex-
ecllent copy of the ariginal, presented
to its Executive Viee-President, Frank-
lin B. Mead, by Van de Grift, 4 local
phatographor,



