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A eorrespondent of an easteéern pa-
per who visited Lincoln on June 15,
1861, =aid that on that date Lincoln
was giving Hicks, the portrait painter
of New York,
a fimal sitting.
The: reporter
also com-
mented on the
zeal of biog-
raphers, pho-
tographers,
and artists,
who were on
the grounds
fseeking an
audience with
the presiden-

t:al nominoe.

N ltis very
likely that
one of the
photograph-
ers to whom
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Hesler of Chi-
cago. While it has been accepted gen-
erally that the campaigh portraits of
Lineoln which Hesler made were done
in._June, this rather indirect raferense
might place the sitting during the week
cloging on June 16,

Hesler, four years previous to this
engagement, had made a |I1nrlmit of
Lincoln in his Chicago gallery which
has been deésignated in this series of
atudies, “The Awakened Lincoln.”

The Springfield sitting by the same
artist resulted in two excellent pho-
tographs, one of which is herewith pre-
gented, This one iz without deubt the
most popular portrait of Lineoln as the
Republican nominee for the presidency
and became known as “The Candidate
Linealn."

We have the testimony of Mr. Hes-
ler, the photographer, that Lincoln
gaid, after zeeing the picture, *“Well,
that looks better, amnd expresses me
hetter than any T have ever seen; if it
pleases the people T am satisfied."”

_ Evidently it did please the people az
it appears to have had a wider eireu-

lation than any of the other pictures
that Lincaln had taken before he start-
il to grow a beard,

The story of the preservation of the
two Springfield negatives made hy
Hesler is interesting in itself,

In 18656 Hesler dizposed of his Chi-
cago gallery, located at 113 Lake
Street between Clark and Dearborn
Streets, to George B. Avres.

The process by which negatives were
made at that time was known as the
“Wet Plate” method. The glass plates
which were coated with a collodion
film were used over and over again by
removing the film, and applying an-
other solution of eollodion to sensitize
the plate,

On one occasion Mr. Avrees was go-
ing through the stock of old negatives
for the purpose of culling out ohsolote
negatives when he came upon the two
Springfield negatives of Abvaham Lin-
colmn.

The popular Lincaln portraits at that
time showed Lincoln with o beard, and
Mr. Ayres attached no great attention
to the old negatives but laid them
paide. The assassination of the presi-
dent, shortly afterward, however, in-
duced the photographer to wrap them
up and place them with his own per-
sonnd belongings.

Two yvears later Mr. Ayres sald the
rallery and moved to Buifalo and later
on to Philadelphia,

It haz been the opinion of most Lin-
eoln students that the carlier Hesler
negatives of Lincoln were destroyed in
the great Chicago five, but this seems
not to be the case as My, Ayres claims
that the old Hesler gallery which he
soid in 1807 “burnt out within a yoar.”
The great Chicago fire did not oceeur
until 1871.

It i3 very fortunate that the two
negatives of Lineoln, discovered by Mr.
Ayres, were moved with his personal
belongings or he would not have Leen
able to bring them from hiding at the
time Nicolay and Hay were about to
enuse a revival of Lineolniana by pab-
lishing their work in the Century
magazine in 1886,

The interest which the reprinting of
thizs photograph aroused, encouraged
Mr, Ayres to arcange for its pencral
diztribution and it, with the companion
portrait, have been known as the
Ayres’ prints.

Mr. Avres gpathered a great many
testimanials from men who had peraon-
ally known Lincoln, whe gave their re-
aetions to this portrait. Excerpts from
some of theze testimonials follow:

William Herndon, as reported by
Jesse Weik., “There is the peculiar

curve of the lower lip, the lone mole on
the right cheek, and a pose of the head
g0 essentially Lincolnian; no other
artist has ever caught it."

Henry €. Whitney. "The negative
gives by far the most graphic, stnking,
and acceurate picture of him now ex-
tant, It shows him exactly as he was
when he was nominated for President.”

Emily Todd Helm. “It is the truest
1 have ever had and 15 as perfect as-it
could e—as | remember him in 1860,

John M. Palmer. “I know of no bet-
ter ante-presidontial picture of Abea
ham Linealn than this—and  indeed
there i= none better”

Lyman Truomble. “The photograph
of Abrabam Lincoln, taken before he
became Prezident, brings vividly be-
me his face and features az [
knew him."

5. M. Collom. I regard it as the
vory hest picture extant of M, Lin-
coln as he was before he was elected
Prosident of the United States.”

fore

Woah Brooks. “It appears to me as
the only life-like picture of *Lincoln
before the War' that 1 have ever seen.™

Truman H. Bartlett. “To me it is
the most human and approachable one
1 know of . . . It is indeed a besutiful
and truthful representation of the
man-—hefore Lincoln wore a beard.™

James W. Somers. “It shows him in
hiz hest mood, with a2 pentle smile
lighting up his noble sympathetic Tace;
delineating every feature, every linc
of his countenance, as we were wont to
goe it in the early days of 1850-1860,"

I W. Voorhees: “Your pictore of
him is the very best ever made, and in
my opinion it would be impossible to
improve upon it. Mr. Lincoln wore no
beard until after hiz clection to the
Presidency, and I always thought it
detracted from the rreatnesz of his
wonderful face,”

White Lincoln may have boien best
known to the East by means of the
portrait taken in New York at the time
of the Cooper Institute portrait, the
Hesler negative which we have chosen
to call “The Candidate Lincoln'™ iz the
one which was more widely circulated
in the west.
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timg the “bouridle==" Linesln iz eoncldesd
with this jpresentation. Tt will be Collowed by
wix  “hesrded”  Lineolos, . bringlae  the  serfes
“A Doren Lineoln Photographs” to a8 closo.
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