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THE FIRST BRADY
PORTRAIT

During the month of October, 18564,
at the suggestion of Jeseph H. Rich-
ards, J. M. Pottingill and 8. W. Tubbg,
James A, Briggs wrote to Abraham
Lineoln requesting him to deliver a
lecture in
Plyvmouth
Chureh,
Brooklyn.

After
ZOME COrre-
gpondence
a8 to an
available
date, Mr.
Lincoln
wrote to Mr.
Briggs on
MNMovember
13, 18b40,
that he
would “he
on hand"”
and would
notify him
of the exact
date*in dus
time.” He had also decided that he
would make “a political speech of it."”

The evening of February 27 was
generally agreed upon and when Lin-
coln arrived in New York he was tak-
en by the reception committee to the
photographer, Matthew Brady, where
the Cooper Institute portraits were
e,

It is evident that other New York
photographers were anxious for a sit-
ting az we find Lineoln writing to
Beers anid Mansfield on March 14,
after he had returned to Springfield,
as fTollows:

THE ELOGQUENT LINCOLN

Frons & photegraph by Maighesw
Brady, Tahen sl New Yok, Feb
nanty 35, 1300, Meserve Neo 1

Springhicld, Hlinois,
March 14, 1860,
Mess, Heers and Mansfield:

Your reguest to take a  photo-
graphic likeness of me, while in yvour
eity, was duly received: buot at a lime
when my arrangements were so made
that 1 could not call upon you before
leaving, T would have written sooner,

but the matter passed oul of my
mind; and is now recalled by the sight
of your note. 1 beg you will believe
me guilty of no intentional disrespect.

Very respectiully,

A. Lincoln.

While Lineoln may not have placed
much significanee on the taking of his
photograph by Brady, it was the first
of many famous sittingz before thiz
photographer and served s an intro-
duction to him.

It oceurred to the editor of Lincoln
Lore that he might get first hand in-
formation as to how Lincoln looked
on the day the portrait was taken as
there resides in Fort Wayne one who
was present at Cooper Institute on
that day. I was not sorprised when I
called the park commissioner’s office
at City Hall, that the chairman of the
commizsion, Col. D, N. Foster, was
at hiz desk, although the temperature
at the time registered over a hundred
degrees and the Colonel is only ten
years less than a hundred years old.

1 said, “Give me a sentence on Lin-
coln’s appearance with reference to
his dress on the evening wyou heard
him at Cooper Institute,”

He said: “1 would say that his
clothes were cut zomewhat in contrast
to the prevailing style in New York
and hong on him rather loosely.”

This deseription 18 in agreement
with that of the late George Haven
Putnam, whose father had seéctred a
geat for him on the platform,. He said
that “om the long, ungainly figure
hung clothes that while new for the
trip were avidently the work of an un.
gkilled tailor,”

It would appear that the tailors
who made Lincoln's clothes should
bear part of the responsibility for the
garments which “seemed to hang on
him,"” although it must be admitted
that hisz form was difficult to fit.

It iz very doubtful if Lincoln real-
ized the significance of the Cooper In-
gtitute address ns is revealed in a let-
ter written to hizs wife from Exeter,
New Hampshire, on March 4th, where
he had gone to visit hiz son, imme-
diately after the ceremonies at New
York.

“1 have been unable to escape this
tail, 1T 1 had foreseen it, 1 think I
would not have come Hast at all. The
gpeech at New York, being within my
caleulation hefore 1 started, went off
passahly well and gave me no trouble
whatever. The difficulty was to make
nine others, before audiences who had
already seen all my ideas in print.”

Lineoln's troubles over the Cooper
Institute address did not cease with

his' arrival home and he wrote not
only a letter of apology to a photo-
grapher in New York, he had not been
able to accommodate; but he had to
answer the charge of receiving monoy
for a lecture, which was a4 great of-
fense as viewed by one man in the
audience that evening, who learned
that Lincoln had been paid for the ad-
drezs,

The opposition newspapers took oe.
casion to feature this fact and by this
time Lincoln must have been con-
vineed that his Cooper Institute ox-
perience wag o bad move, His state of
mind is displayed in the following ex-
cerpt from g letter written to C. F.
McNeil.

Springfield, April &, 1860,
C. F. MeNeil
Dear Sir:

Reaching home yesterday, 1 found
yours of the 23rd Mareh, inclosing a
slip from “The Middleport Press.” It
is not true that I ever charged any-
thing for a political speech in my life;
but this much is true: Last Oetober,
I was requested by letter to deliver
some sort of a speech in Mr. Beecher's
church, in Brooklyn—two hundred
dollars heing offered in the first letter.
I wrote that I ecould do it in Februo-
ary, provided they would take a poli-
tical =peech if [ could find time to gei
up no other. They agreed: and subse-
quently 1 informed them the speech
would have to be a political one. When
I reached New York, I for the first
time learned that the place was
changed to “Cooper Institute.”

I made the speech and left for New
Hampshire, where I have a son at
school, neither asking for pay, nor
having any offered me. Three days
after a cheek for two hundred dollars
was sent to me at New Hampszhire;
and I took it, and did nol know it was
wrong. My understanding now is—
though 1 knew nothing of it at the
time—that they did charge for admit-
tance to the Cooper Institute, and that
they tonk in more than twice two hun-
dred dollars....

A. Lineoln,

It has beenm =aid that Lincoln re-
marked on several occasions that it
was the Cooper Institule picture
which made him president. Regard-
lesgé of what part the picture may
have played in his election the address
was undoubtedly a tremendouz factor
in both hiz nomination and election,



