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THE LINCOLN OF THE
DEBATES

No period of Lincoln's life brought
him before so many large and enthu-
siastie groups as the late summer and
early fall of 1868 when he debated
with Doug-
las. It is
the Lincoln

of the de-
hates who
WAaS Te=

membered
hy the peo-
pleof the
West,

The col-
orfal as.
semhblies
and the
marching
politicians
would have
need of
banners and
broadsides
their

champions
and it is evident that both Lincoln and
Douglas were much photographed
during this period.

TIE GAORSTHEOYERSTAT
LINCULN

From: o photogrph  mods by
. A Fasaort,  Tiken ol Chilcags, of
HIL il 1558, Mesered N 8

0f all these attemptz to produce a
satisfactory picture of the pw_-s-tident.
Mrz. Lineaoln at least thought a Chi-
cape photographer was the most sue-
cessful, Several anthorities quote her
as saying that it waz the best like-
ness she had ever seen of her hus-
band.

It is this photograph taken at Chi-
capo that has been chosen to repre-
gont Lincoln, theé debator, although
the data about it does not appear to
be ag reliable as that concerning some
of the other pictures of this period.

In the first place it is not known
definitely whether the sitting occurred
just before, during, or after the de-
bates. There has also been some ques-
tion as to the identity of the Chicago
photographer who took the picture.

After studying someé of the other
portraits which can be placed at fixed

periods during the vear 1858, it ap-
pears that this one was taken just
previous to the contest,

Lincoln was in Chicago several
times during the wvear, arriving there
first as early as February 18. Noth-
ing happened at this time, however,
which wounld seem to offéer an incen-
tive for picture taking, and his visit

was undoubtedly very brief,

On  Friday, July 9, Stephen A.
Douglas addressed a large crowd at
Chicagoe, speaking from the balcony
of the Fremont Hotel. Lincoln was in
the city attending court and sat near-
by the speaker. It was estimated that
about 25000 people heard Douglas
and after his address there were
many calls for Lineoln to answer him.

The evening following, Linecln re-
plied to Douglas from the same bal-
cony, and the Chicago Press says that
while the audience was not as large
the enthuziasm was about four times
as great.

After returning from Chicago Lin-
coln wrote to Gustave Koerner and
rave him his rveaction towards the
Douglaz meeting. The letter in part
follows:

Springhield, July 15, 1558,
Hon. 3. Koerner:

aeso 1 have just returned from Chi-
capo. Douglas took nothing by his mo-
tion there—in fact, by his rampant
endorsement of the Dred Scott deci-
sion hie drove bhack a few Republicans
who were favorably inclined towards
him. His tactic just now, in part is, to
make it appear that he is having a
triumphal  entry into, and march
through the country; but it is all as
bombastic and hollow as Napoleon's
bulleting sent back from his campaign
in Kussia: I was present at his recep-
tion in Chicage, and it was certainly
very large and imposing ; bul judging
rom the opinions of others better ac-
quainted with faces there, and by the
strong eall for me to speak. when he
closed, T really believe we could have
voted him down in that very crowd.

Our meeting, twentv-four hours
after, called only twelve hours before
it eame together and got up without
trumpeiry, was really as large and
five times as enthusiastic.

1 write this for your private eyve, to

assure you that there is no solid shot
in these hombastie parades of his.

Yours very truly,
A. Lincoln

The importance of Lincoln's speech
and the enthusiasm with which it was
greeted would certainly cause a de-
mand on Lincoln for his portrait. The
fact that he remained in the city for
three or four dayz following the
speech would leave ample time for an
appointment with the photographer
and it wasz probably at this time that
therp was made the most famous of
the pictures of Lincoln as a debator.

While it would appear that the pic-
ture was taken some time between
July 9 and July 14, Lincoln was back
in Chicago apain on July 24. On this
visit he challenged Douglas to a series
of debates and there is a vague possi-
bility that the sitting with the photo-
grapher was nol arranged until this
time. That the photogpraph was diveet.
ly associated with the events which
led to the series of debates is most
likely correct.

It has been the general opinion that
this famous photograph was taken by
Hesler, but later investigation seems
to support the claim that it was the
work of Fasset.

The Lincoln Historical Reseavch
Foundation haz in its collection one
of the prints from the original nega-
tive which supports the Fasset ovigin.
It vecently acquired this photograph
along with an original ecopy of the
first  Healer photopreaph from 2 mian
whose father purchazed the prints in
Chicago in 1860, from the two Chi-
cago photographers.

On the back of this Fasset print,
evidently written by the purchaser, is
the name Cook and Fasset, Chicago.
Ida M. Tarbeéll, in her book on tho
early life of Abraham Lineoln, says
that thizs photograph wa: made by
8. M. Fasset of Chicago at the solici-
tation of D, B. Cook.

No less than ten pictures of Lincoln
are now available which were taken in
the year 1858 and closely associated
with the Lineoin-Douglas debates.
Photographers at Beardstown, Ma-
comb, Monmouth, Pittsfield and
Springficld had the distinguished de-
bator in their studios but none of
their attempts to present a likeness
of Lincoln zeem to have met with as
mueh favor as the one by Fasset of
Chicagro,



