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THE FIRST HESLER
PORTRAIT

In the year 1857 Lincoln wrote on
his birthday 1o Steele & Summers, at-
torneys of Paris, Illinois, that he was
“going to Chicago, on the 21st Insi"

One of the
maost impor-
tant en-
Engements
which he
fulfilled in
Lhe city doy-
Ilng the
week of
February 22
wans with
the photo-
grapher,
Alexander

Edivar

Hesler.,
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nt this time
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may well be
called “The
Awakened Lincoln"He had been
“arcused as never before™ by the re-
peal of the Missouri Compromise and
i new enthusinem had been kindled
within him which broke Torth in mas-
terful oratory.

The week in Chicago was coneloded
with an address by Lineoln at a Re-
publican rally held in Metropolitan
Hall. At thin meeting It Is said that
“the utmost enthusinsm prevailed.”

A few weeks after this meeting he
received & letter from Charles 1. Gil-
fillan of Minnesota, who had invited
him to visit the territory for o series
of addresses, He replied that he had
“devoted the most of Iust year to
politics,” aml it would be necessary to
devote thiz year to his private af-
fairs. The Ilincis Central Rauilroad
caze and the Armstrong murder teial
followed ¢lose on the heels of  this
resolution, The new enthusinsms with
which Lincoln had approached politics
alsa found expression in hisz legal
practice.

It is doubtful if any Lineoln por-
truit has been the subject of so much
controversy as the first Hesler print

On my desk as | write are at least
Bix copies of the original Hesler, all
slightly different, due to retouching,
but none of them having character-
lstics which would suggest that they
were copies of untouched photographs
tuken from life.

In 1819 Daniel Fish come seross a
copy of what was 5u|7|mm.u| to he an
original, and In correspondence with
Robert Lincoln, lemrned that he too
had the sume likeness of his father
an tintype.

The Fish portrait was said to have
been given by Mrs. Lineoln to Mrs.
Emmeline Fancher Price with the
statement that it was taken from life
sometime in 18546,

The letter written by Robert Lin-
coln to My, Fish about the tintype in
his possesgion containg the follpwing
pairngraph:

“1 found in my filez a letter dated
Princeton, Hlinois, July 29, 1885, from
Mrs. A, H. Puddock, with which she
kindly sent me o tintype of my father
taken on July 4th, 1850, at Prince-
ton, when my father wazs a guest at
their houze at a celebration of that
dny. She says that her husband pre-
vailed upon my father to sit for this
picture for her husband, and that she
hag preserved it ever since; that the
day was exeecdingly hot, but with
wilted linen amd hair wet with per-
spiration, which he combed with his
fingers, Mr, Lincoln good-naturedly
consented to sit,”

This Princeton photograph ae it is
called has caused much confusion as
muny other copies have been dis-
tributed. A statement with one of
these copies relates that the photo-
graph was taken by the “father of W.
I. Masters, n Princeton, Wlinois, phao-
tographer on July 4, 1858."

The confusion in the identity of the
Fish and Robert Lineoln coples cansed
Mr. Fish to write to H. W. Fay, then
of Delalb, Hlineis; the reply dated
December 7, 1919, was as follows:

“I knew Hesler well and from him
I got o lot of inside history of Lin-
coln pictures, , , . Hesler's story is as
follows: He tald it to me time and
again, and 1 had him write it out. In
1857 a Chicagoe lawyer visited Hesler's
studio and said that the boys about
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the court house wanted pictures of
Lincoln and the attorney wanied to
know that if Lincoln came in if Hesler
would make a sitting and allow his
friemds to buy prints. Hesler consent-
ed and the negative was made. Hesler
says in his statement now before me,
‘Hig hair was plastered down smooth
wver his forehoad. In conversing and
studying his face | found it very in-
tevesting. I ran my fingers through
his hair and made the negative,'*

Lineoln remarked that he did not
know why the boye: wanted such a
homely Face.

Joseph Medill clnims to have been
with Lincoln on the oceasion of the
taking of this picture, and he gives
a slightly different story about the
appearance of Lincoln’s hair. He says
that the photographer insisted on
smoothing down Lincoln's hair, but
that he (Lincoln) did not like the re-
sult and ran his fingers through it
before the photograph was taken.

It is said also that after this pic-
ture became qguite generally distribut-
ed during the campaign of 1860, Lin-
coln heard a hoy on the street erying
out, “Picture of Abruham Lineoln—
twenty-five conts! Will look better
when he gets his hair cut!™

The Lincoln Historical Research
Foundation is fortunate in possessing
i print made from the origina negri-
tive by Hesler and purchased from
Hesler by J. H. Dille, who was ehosen
to paint a campaign banner contain-
ing the likenesses of Lincoln, Hamil-
ton, amd Lane. This painting now
hangz in the Court House at Goshen,
Indiana. The Hesler portrait was the
ome from which Dille copied hix Lin-
colt portrait. The original print used
by Dille was recently secured from hi:
son, Ralph Dille,

The awakened Lineoln is the Lin-
coln who has already delivered the
anti-Nebraska speech at Springfield,
the Missouri Compromise speech at
Peorin, the Lost Speech at Blooming-
ton, and the Dred Scott speech at
Springfield.

It i= the Lincoln who defended Duafl
Armstrong amnd wos retained by the
Hlinols Central Railroad and the Me-
Cormick Reaper interests in two suits
that have gone down in history.

It iz the Linecoln who is now awake
to both the legal and political possi-
bilities awaiting him.



